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ABSTRACT
E x p l a i n i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  S t a t e  V a r i a t i o n  
i n  W i f e  Abuse L e g i s l a t i o n  
by
P a t r i c i a  A.  Murphy  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  May 1990
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  e x a m in e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  s t a t e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and s i x  k i n d s  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  two c o m p o s i t e  m eas ure s  w e re  u s e d .  A 
model was d e v e l o p e d  and t e s t e d  t h a t  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  d o m e s t ic  
r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p o l i c e  r e f o r m ,  c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and two  
c o m p o s i t e s .  R e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  was a l s o  e x a m in e d .  L o g i s t i c  
and OLS r e g r e s s i o n  w ere  used t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  d a t a .
T r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  
use s o c io e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
and m eas ure s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  and c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  i n  
e x p l a i n i n g  why s t a t e s  v a r y  i n  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  
i n c l u d e d  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  b u t  w e n t  beyond p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  
by i n c l u d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s .  These  
i n d i c a t o r s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, m e asures  o f
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women’ s p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m .  The  
l a s t  g ro u p  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  e x a m in e d  w ere  s t a t e  l e v e l  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  p o l i c y  i n c l u d i n g  a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s ,  a n t i  
sodomy s t a t u t e s  and gay r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
Some R e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  was n o t e d .  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  
N o r t h e a s t  have  t h e  most c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p o l i c i e s .  S o u th e r n  
S t a t e s  ha ve  t h e  l e a s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p o l i c i e s .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  fo u n d  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c io e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  f o r  
w i f e  abuse  p o l i c i e s .  The r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  how ever  v a r i e d  by t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  
Ho w e ve r ,  many o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  m o d e l in g  p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n  i s  more  
com plex  t h a n  t h e  model d e v e l o p e d  h e r e .
The m a jo r  f i n d i n g  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
t h e  women i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  v a r i a b l e s .  The number o f  
NOW members i n  a  s t a t e  and t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  w e r e  among t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  a lm o s t  
a l l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a s .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  women do 
i n f l u e n c e  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  w ere  a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a s .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  when a n a l y z i n g  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a s o c i a l  movement,  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h a t  movement s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d .  The model
x i  v
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developed in  t h i s  re s e a r c h  s h o u ld  a ls o  prove  u s e f u l  in  
f u t u r e  re s e a rc h  t h a t  examines women’ s r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s .
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION 
O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  S tu d y
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  s t a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and s t a t e  
l e v e l  p o l i c y  has  been t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  body o f  
r e s e a r c h .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  such  s t u d i e s  ha v e  f o c u s e d  on s t a t e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and w e l f a r e  p o l i c y  (Dawson & R o b in s o n  1 9 6 3 ;  
G a ry  1 9 7 3 ) ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  ( N i c e  1 9 8 5 ;  K i r s t  e t  a l  
1 9 8 4 ) ,  c onsu m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( S i g e l m a n  & S m i t h  
1 9 8 0 ) ,  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  p o l i c y  ( E r i k s o n  1 9 7 1 ) .  A v e r y  fe w  
h a v e  f o c u s e d  on women’ s r i g h t s  i s s u e s  ( N i c e  1 9 8 6 ;  W e lc h  & 
G o t t h e i l  1 9 7 8 ) .  F o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t ,  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  has  
l o o k e d  a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  ( B o n e p a r t h  1 9 8 2 )  as  
a d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  a d o p t i o n  o r  a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  m e a s u re s  such  
as t h e  l i b e r a l i s m ,  w e a l t h ,  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
and s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  as  f a c t o r s  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  a d o p t e r s  v e r s u s  n o n - a d o p t e r s .
R e c e n t l y ,  f e m i n i s t  s o c i o l o g i s t s  ha v e  f o c u s e d  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  r o l e  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  o r  m a le  d o m in a n c e  on t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  women i n  a  s o c i e t y .  Some r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  i n  t u r n  
e x a m in e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women and  
t h e  l e v e l  o f  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  such  as  w i f e  abuse  ( Y l l o  1 9 8 0 ) ,  
p o r n o g r a p h y  ( B a r o n  and S t r a u s  1 9 8 7 ) ,  and f e m i c i d e  ( S t o u t  
1 9 8 7 b ) .  To d a t e  t h e r e  ha s  been no a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e
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t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  p o l i c y  d e t e r m i n a n t s  and f e m i n i s t  
i n d i c a t o r s  such as t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women and women’ s p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n t o  an e x p l a n a t o r y  model o f  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  
i n  t h e  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  r e s p o n s e  o f  s t a t e s  t o  a  s o c i a l  p r o b le m .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  e x p l a i n s  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  one p o l i c y  
a r e a ,  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p s .  W i f e  abuse  i s  a s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  p r o b le m  and t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x a m in e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  has been a d o p te d  
as an a t t e m p t  t o  " s o l v e "  t h e  p r o b le m .
A r e c e n t  n a t i o n w i d e  s t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  1 . 6  m i l l i o n  
w i v e s  w ere  s e v e r e l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands e v e r y  y e a r  
( S t r a u s  & G e l l e s  1 9 8 6 ) .  T h i s  v i o l e n c e  has i m p o r t a n t  
i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t a l  c o s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n j u r i e s  
o r  t r a u m a  t h e  women e x p e r i e n c e ,  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  home c r e a t e s  
a c l i m a t e  o f  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  t h a t  may be t r a n s m i t t e d  
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l l y , c r e a t i n g  a s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  p r o b le m  
f o r  s o c i e t y  and f u t u r e  f a m i l i e s .  The home i s  t h e  p l a c e  
w he re  many o f  us a r e  a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i s k  o f  harm f r o m  
i n j u r y  and d e a t h  (Koop 1 9 8 2 ) .
Si .nce t h e  1970s  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  ha v e  emerged a t  v a r i o u s  
l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  abuse  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  R e c o r d k e e p i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ha ve  been  
i m p le m e n te d  t o  keep  t r a c k  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  p r o b le m .
Some s t a t e s  h a v e  r e f o r m e d  t h e i r  c i v i l  and f a m i l y  c o u r t s ,  
a l l o w i n g  j u d g e s  t o  o r d e r  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
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v i c t i m .  P o l i c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and powers  have been  
i n c r e a s e d  because  p o l i c e  a r e  a m a jo r  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  a g e n t  
t h a t  comes i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  v i c t i m s  and a b u s e r s .
S t a t e s  have  a l s o  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t s  t o  t h e  
b a t t e r e r  by c r i m i n a l i z i n g  t h e  b e h a v i o r .  S t a t e s  have passed  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  
have  t a k e n  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s .
The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t w o - f o l d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
r a n k i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ’ w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t i o n  i n  
t e r m s  o f  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  
some d e t a i l .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  us t o  e x a m in e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t h e r e  
has been t o  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movement.  
Then t h e  im p a c t  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  was e x a m in e d .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  t o  
t h e  s e x - s t r a t i f i e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  e f f e c t  on t h e  
l e v e l  o f  w i f e  a buse  p o l i c y  a d o p t e d  by t h e  s t a t e s .
P l e c k  ( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  i n  h e r  r e s e a r c h  on s o c i a l  p o l i c y  and 
f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  r e f o r m s  a g a i n s t  f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  
h a v e  o c c u r r e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  s o c i a l  movements .  I t  was a 
p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  e m p i r i c a l l y  t e s t  t h i s  t h e o r y .  
L e g a l  a p p ro a c h e s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  w e re  s t u d i e d  because  
most o f  t h e  p o l i c y  a c t i v i t y  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  s t a t e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  o r  l o c a l  l e v e l  (R e s p o n s e  1 9 8 4 ;  Page low  1 9 8 4 ) .
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Methodology
The dependent v a r i a b l e s  in  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  were the  
d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n .  The d a t a  come 
from t h e  C e n te r  f o r  Women’ s P o l i c y  S t u d i e s  1983 survey  o f  
s t a t e  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  was d iv id e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  l o o s e l y  based on L o w i ’ s (1 9 64 )  
t y p o l o g y  which has been m o d i f i e d  by T a t a l o v i c h  & Daynes 
( 1 9 8 4 ,  1 9 8 9 ) .  The f i r s t  ty p e  o f  c a t e g o r y  i s  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  
de s ig n e d  t o  change b e h a v io r s .  L e g i s l a t i o n  in  t h i s  c a teg o ry  
i n c lu d e d :  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  dom est ic  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ;  p o l i c e  re fo rm ;  and c r i m i n a l  law re fo r m .  The 
second t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  was i n f o r m a t i o n a l . which mandates  
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a t a  and t h e  f i l i n g  o f  r e p o r t s  on th e  
i n c id e n c e  o f  w i f e  abuse in  a s t a t e .  The t h i r d  ty p e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  d i s t r i b u t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  funds  w i f e  
abuse programs and s e r v i c e s .  There  a r e  two s e p a r a t e  
i n d i c a t o r s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  There  were a 
t o t a l  o f  seven s e p a r a t e  p o l i c y  i n d i c a t o r s  used as dependent  
v a r i a b l e s .  Each o f  th e s e  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  was examined  
s e p a r a t e l y  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  independent  
v a r i a b l e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  model was e v a l u a t e d  f o r  two 
d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  composi te  measures t h a t  r e f l e c t  a l l  th e  
d i f f e r i n g  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .
4
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
The i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  model  
i n c l u d e d  i n d i c a t o r s  o f :  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ;  l e v e l  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ;  l e v e l  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n ;  l e v e l  o f  
i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n ;  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ;  women’ s p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m ;  f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y ;  t h e  
ec o n o m ic  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women; and m e a s u re s  o f  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  and r e g u l a t i o n .  A p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  was 
c o n d u c t e d  u s i n g  a l l  o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s ,  and t h e n  a f i n a l  
model was c o n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  v a r i a b l e s  
t h a t  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s .  O r d i n a r y  l e a s t  s q u a r e s  and l o g i t  r e g r e s s i o n  w ere  
used t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  
q u e s t i o n s .
1 .  What t y p e s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a v e  been  
a d o p t e d ?  How has  w i f e  a b u s e  been c r i m i n a l i z e d ?  What  
s o u r c e s  o f  f u n d i n g  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ?  How much r e c o r d k e e p i n g  i s  
r e q u i r e d ?  A r e  t h e r e  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  s t a t e  p o l i c y  
a d o p t i o n ?  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a n s w e r e d  i n  C h a p t e r  4 .
2 . '  What s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  f e m i n i s t  and 
c o n t e x t u a l  f a c t o r s  l e a d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n ?  W hich  f a c t o r s  a r e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ?  Do t h e  
f a c t o r s  c h a n g e  d e p e n d in g  on t h e  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a n a l y z e d ?  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a n s w e r e d  i n  C h a p t e r  5 .
5
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S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  S tudy
T h i s  s t u d y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  body o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  
r e s e a r c h  i n  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  ways .  I t  l o o k s  a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  used i n  r e s e a r c h  on o t h e r  t y p e s  
o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  t o  w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  goes  
beyond e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  by e x a m i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  
such as t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women, t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  women’ s 
movement ,  f a m i l y  p o l i c y  i n d i c a t o r s ,  and how t h e s e  f a c t o r s  
a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  because  i t  d e s c r i b e s  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  s t a t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  o f  
b a t t e r e d  women has b e e n .  When p a t t e r n s  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a d o p t i o n  a r e  f o u n d  i t  may h e l p  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s o c i a l  
movements t o  f o c u s  on a s t r a t e g y  o f  c hang e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  
p o l i c e  r e f o r m  i s  l e s s  l i k e l y  i n  some t y p e s  o f  s t a t e s  t h a n  i n  
o t h e r s ,  a c t i v i s t s  can use t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t a i l o r  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  n eeds  o f  women i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s .  I f  
c e r t a i n  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  f o u n d  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  can  be  
used t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  p o l i c i e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z i n g  women a t  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  l e v e l  t o  
l o b b y  and w ork  on c hang e  may be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  
w i t h o u t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  women 
i s  an i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r ,  t h e n  a s t r a t e g y  t o  p r o t e c t
6
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b a t t e r e d  women s h o u ld  a l s o  f o c u s  on e l e c t i n g  women t o  
o f f i c e .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  a model t h a t  can be used t o  
a n a l y z e  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e  t h e  
r e d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  b e h a v i o r s  as  m a t t e r s  f o r  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t i o n  and p o l i c y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  a t t e m p t s  
t o  r e s t r i c t  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  and a b o r t i o n  o p t i o n s ,  sodomy 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  AIDS l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  b e h a v i o r s  such as  d r i n k i n g  by p r e g n a n t  women. T h i s  
new model i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and  
p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  w i t h  s o c i a l  movement i n d i c a t o r s  and may 
be more a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  
s o c i a l  p o l i c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  t h a t  a f f e c t  women.
O u t l i n e  o f  t h e  D i s s e r t a t i o n
The n e x t  c h a p t e r  r e v i e w s  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  and t h e  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  used t o  
e x p l a i n  i t .  T h e se  t h e o r i e s  p r o v i d e  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n t e x t  f o r  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t r u l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  
s t o p  b a t t e r i n g ,  i t  s h o u l d  be d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  
ca u s e s  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  The second  c h a p t e r  a l s o  r e v i e w s  
p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  on s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  and s t a t e  
l e v e l  r e s e a r c h  on w i f e  a b u s e .  Based on t h e  t h e o r i e s  and  
p r e v i o u s  s t a t e  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  a  model i s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s
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c h a p t e r  t h a t  w i l l  be used t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  
w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
C h a p t e r  T h r e e  p r e s e n t s  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o f  t h e  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  em p lo ye d  i n  t h e  
s t u d y .  The  c h a p t e r  a l s o  r e v i e w s  t h e  use o f  s t a t e s  as t h e  
u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  d a t a .
C h a p t e r  F o u r  l o o k s  e x t e n s i v e l y  a t  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s .  A n a l y s e s  t h a t  a s s e s s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
i n d i c e s  u s ed  t o  m e as u re  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d .  L a s t ,  s t a t e  and r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  
d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d .
C h a p t e r  F i v e  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  
a n a l y s i s  t e s t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s  and  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n d i c e s .  C h a p t e r  S i x  p r e s e n t s  a 
summary o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  c o n c l u s i o n s  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  based on 
t h e  r e s u l t s ,  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y .
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CHAPTER 2
A MODEL OF POLICY FORMATION:
WHAT FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO LEGISLATIVE  ADOPTION?
I n t r o d u c t i o n
T h i s  c h a p t e r  s e r v e s  s e v e r a l  p u r p o s e s .  I t  r e v i e w s  and  
i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  f r o m  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  
t h a t  f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Based on t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
r e v i e w ,  a model i s  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  
v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i r s t  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  o f  w i f e  a buse  i s  
d e s c r i b e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  i n c i d e n c e  and s o c i e t a l  
c o s t s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  P r o b le m s  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r e s p o n s e  a r e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d .  S e c o n d ,  c u r r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  
a p p r o a c h e s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  a r e  
r e v i e w e d .  T h e s e  t h e o r i e s  p r o v i d e  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n t e x t  f o r  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  
T h i r d ,  l i t e r a t u r e  f o c u s i n g  on s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  
and r e s e a r c h  on s o c i o e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  i s  
r e v i e w e d .  F o u r t h ,  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s y s t e m  i s  d i s c u s s e d .  F i f t h ,  l i t e r a t u r e  on f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  
and p r i v a c y  p o l i c i e s  i s  r e v i e w e d .  S i x t h ,  r e s e a r c h  on s t a t e  
l e v e l  w i f e  a b u s e  s t u d i e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i c y  i s
9
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r e v i e w e d .  P r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  u t i l i z i n g  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  women i s  a l s o  r e v i e w e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  L a s t ,  
l i t e r a t u r e  and r e s e a r c h  on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i c y  i s  
r e v i e w e d .
A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  a model i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  
i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t o  be r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  model i n c o r p o r a t e s  b o t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  used i n  p r e v i o u s  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  s t u d i e s  and  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women, women’ s r i g h t s ,  and  
f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  w h ic h  a r e  a u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .  The model i s  t e s t e d  f o r  eac h  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p o l i c y  t y p e s  arid f o r  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u r e s .
W i f e  Abuse as a S o c i a l  P r o b le m
S i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  o f  w i f e  abuse  i n  
A m e r ic a n  s o c i e t y  has become a p u b l i c  i s s u e .  The ab u se  o f  
women was i d e n t i f i e d  as  a s o c i a l  p r o b le m  by t h e  f e m i n i s t  
movement a t  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  l e v e l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s .  S o c i a l  
s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  d o c u m e n t in g  
and l e g i t i m i z i n g  b a t t e r e d  women as a p u b l i c  p r o b le m  
( S t e i n m e t z  & S t r a u s  1 97 4 ;  W a l k e r  1 97 9 ;  M a r t i n  1 9 7 6 ;  S t r a u s  
e t  a l  1 9 8 0 ) .
Some s o c i o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  s o c i a l  p ro b le m s  lo o k  
a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  i . e . ,  t h e  p r o c e s s
10
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
PLEASE NOTE:
Page(s) not included with original material 




Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
The E x t e n t  o f  W i f e  Abuse
F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i f e  a b u s e  i s  d e f i n e d  
as an a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o r  p e r c e i v e d  i n t e n t  o f  c a u s i n g  
f e a r ,  p a i n  o r  i n j u r y  t o  a  p a r t n e r .  S t a t e s  do v a r y  i n  t h e  
l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a b u s e  f o r  w h ic h  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  Some s t a t e s  c o n s i d e r  t h r e a t s  o f  
v i o l e n c e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  r e q u i r e  
a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y .  T h i s  i s s u e  i s  i n d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e d  
i n  C h a p t e r s  4 and 5 .  See  G e l l e s  and S t r a u s  ( 1 9 7 9 )  f o r  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  d e f i n i t i o n a l  i s s u e s  i n  w i f e  a b u s e  r e s e a r c h .
A l t h o u g h  e x a c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  e x t e n t  o f  w i f e  a b u se  
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  i t  
i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l e m .  A r e c e n t  n a t i o n a l  s t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  
t h a t  1 . 6  m i l l i o n  w i v e s  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  
h u s b a n d s  e v e r y  y e a r  ( S t r a u s  & G e l l e s  1 9 9 0 ) .  O t h e r  r e s e a r c h  
e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  one t h i r d  o f  a l l  c o u p l e s  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  
a s s a u l t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( W i l l i a m s  & 
H a w k in s  1 9 8 9 ) .  O t h e r  s t u d i e s  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  11% t o  52% o f  
a l l  a s s a u l t s  o c c u r  b e t w e e n  f a m i l y  members ( B o u d o u r i s  1 9 7 1 ) .  
R e s e a r c h  on m a r i t a l  r a p e  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  b e tw e e n  1 0 .5%
( G e l l e s  1 9 7 4 )  and 31% ( P r e s c o t t  and L e t k o  1 9 7 7 )  o f  a l l  
women h a v e  been t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  m a r i t a l  r a p e .  V i o l e n c e  
b e t w e e n  s p o u s e s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  5% t o  11% o f  r e p o r t e d  a s s a u l t s  
i n  A m e r i c a  and t h i s  i s  no d o u b t  an u n d e r e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  
p r o b l e m .  R e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  u s i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e  
S u r v e y  f o u n d  t h a t  o n l y  3 .2 %  o f  m i n o r  v i o l e n c e  and 1 4 .4 %  o f
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s e v e r e  v i o l e n c e  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  ( K a n t o r  and S t r a u s  
1 9 9 0 )  .
The C o s t s  o f  W i f e  Abuse
T h i s  v i o l e n c e  has i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a l  and s o c i e t a l  
c o s t s .  V i o l e n c e  b e tw ee n  s p o u s e s  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  
i n j u r i e s  r e q u i r i n g  m e d ic a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  and i n s t a n c e s  w h ere  
t h e  v i c t i m  m i s s e s  a t  l e a s t  one  day  o f  work  (Dobash  & Dobash  
19 7 9 ;  T e s k e  & P a r k e r  1 9 8 3 ) .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
d o m e s t i c  a s s a u l t s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  s e r i o u s  
p h y s i c a l  p r o b l e m s  t h a n  n o n f a m i l i a l  a s s a u l t s  b e ca u s e  d o m e s t i c  
a s s a u l t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  o n l y  5% o f  t h e  t o t a l  a s s a u l t s  y e t  a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  m e d ic a l  p r o b l e m s .  
S t u d i e s  o f  f e m a l e  h o m i c i d e  v i c t i m s  h a ve  f o u n d  t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  
w e re  k i l l e d  by h usbands  a n d / o r  l o v e r  ( U . S .  News and W o r ld  
R e p o r t  1 9 8 7 ) .
T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w i f e  a buse  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i n j u r y  a nd  d e a t h  t o  women, y e t  o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  has  w i f e  a b u s e  been  c o n s t r u c t e d  as  a  m a j o r  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  h a z a r d .  From w i t h i n  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m ,  U . S .  
S u rg e o n  G e n e r a l  Koop ( 1 9 8 2 ,  1 9 8 4 ) ,  t h e  A m e r ic a n  C o l l e g e  o f  
P h y s i c i a n s  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  and some s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s  
( N . J .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Community  A f f a i r s  1 9 8 5 ) ,  h ave  c a l l e d  f o r  
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  o f  b a t t e r e d  women and r e f e r r i n g  them t o  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n .
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V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  home has o t h e r  s o c i a l  c o s t s .  W i f e  
abuse  may a l s o  have  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .
( S e e  Widom 1989 f o r  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e ) .  H o t a l i n g  and  
Sugarman ( 1 9 8 6 )  f o u n d  t h a t  one o f  t h e  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t  r i s k  
f a c t o r s  f o r  becom ing  e i t h e r  a b a t t e r e r  o r  a  v i c t i m  was 
w i t n e s s i n g  v i o l e n c e  as  a c h i l d .  N o t  o n l y  a r e  women b e in g  
harmed i n  t h e i r  homes, b u t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  b e i n g  s o c i a l i z e d  i n t o  t h e  use  o f  v i o l e n c e  as a means o f  
c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l - .
S o c i e t y  p a y s  f o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  The  c o s t s  i n c l u d e  
d i v o r c e ,  m e d ic a l  and p o l i c e  r e s o u r c e s  w h ic h  must be d e v o t e d  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  and p o s s i b l y  a  h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  
c r i m i n a l  v i o l e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l .  E s t i m a t e s  a r e  t h a t  w i f e  abuse  
i s  a c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  2595 t o  5096 o f  a l l  d i v o r c e s  ( F a i n  
1 9 8 1 ;  F i e l d s  1 9 7 6 ) .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  p r e v i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  r e c e n t  
e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  d o m e s t i c  d i s t u r b a n c e  c a l l s  a r e  
t h e  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  be d a n g e ro u s  t o  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  te r m s  
o f  i n j u r i e s  ( G a r n e r  and CTemmer 1 9 8 6 ) ,  t h e y  s t i l l  t a k e  up 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o l i c e  t i m e .  I n  1 9 7 4 ,  San F r a n c i s c o  p o l i c e  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  5095 o f  t h e i r  c a l l s  w e r e  f o r  f a m i l y  
d i s t u r b a n c e s  and i n  A t l a n t a  6095 o f  a l l  c a l l s  on t h e  n i g h t  
s h i f t  w e re  r e p o r t s  o f  d o m e s t ic  d i s p u t e s  (F le m m in g  1 9 7 9 ) .  
K a re n  Secombe r e l a t e s  w i f e  a buse  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c r im e  
r a t e  by women.
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The h i g h e r  c r im e  r a t e  among women d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  10 
y e a r s . . .  c a n ’ t  be p i n n e d  on t h e  f e m i n i s t  m ovem ent—  
r a t h e r , . . . v i o l e n c e  by men a g a i n s t  women i s  t h e  m a j o r  
f a c t o r . . .  The most common f a c t o r  among women c r i m i n a l s  
i s  t h a t  hey have  e i t h e r  been b a t t e r e d  by a  h u s b a n d ,  o r  
a b o y f r i e n d  o r  ra p ed  ( Q u o t e d  i n  E l l i s  1 9 8 4 ,  p .  5 8 ) .
I n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  f r e q u e n c y  and s e v e r i t y ,  v i o l e n c e  w i t h i n
t h e  home has n o t  been a t t e n d e d  t o  by t h e  s t a t e  n e a r l y  as
o f t e n  as  v i o l e n c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  home, e ve n  t h o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e
i s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  f a r  more common ( D a h l  and S n a r e  1 9 7 8 ;
Hammer 1 9 7 8 ) .  R e c e n t l y  t h e  U . S .  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
l e g i t i m i z e d  w i f e  abuse  as  a  p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .
An a s s a u l t  i s  a c r i m e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  
t h e  p a r t i e s .  A p e r s o n  b e a t e n  i n  t h e  home i s  no l e s s  a  
v i c t i m  t h a n  t h e  p e r s o n  b e a t e n  on t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  home. The law  s h o u l d  n o t  s t o p  a t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  home ( A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ’ s T a s k  F o r c e  on  
D o m e s t ic  V i o l e n c e  1 9 8 4 ,  p .  1 2 ) .
P r o b le m s  w i t h  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Response
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b le m s  f a c e d  by b a t t e r e d  women 
r e v i e w e d  a b o v e ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e s e  women a l s o  h a v e  f o u n d  
v e r y  l i t t l e  h e l p  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  f r o m  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s .  W h i l e  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement i n  t h e  mid  
t o  l a t e  1 9 7 0 s  re sp o n d e d  w i t h  some a d v o c a c y  and  s h e l t e r s ,  t h e  
s t a t e  and c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  t o  some e x t e n t  e x a c e r b a t e d  
t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  Women r e p o r t e d  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
p r o s e c u t i o n  and t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Woods,  
"Law e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l :  p o l i c e ,  c o u r t  o f f i c e r s ,  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s  and j u d g e s . . . deny  t h e  e x i s t e n c e ,  p r e v a l e n c e ,  and  
s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  o r  t h e y  t r e a t  i t  as  a p r i v a t e
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p r i v i l e g e  o f  m a r r i a g e  because women a re  v iewed as t h e i r  
husband’ s p r o p e r t y "  (Woods 1978,  p.  1 9 ) .
P o l i c e  response i s  i m p o r t a n t  because o f t e n  th e y  a re  th e  
ones c a l l e d  by n e ig h b o rs  o r  v i c t i m s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  and a re  
o f t e n  th e  f i r s t  on t h e  scene .  Y e t  e a r l y  r e p o r t s  by 
a c t i v i s t s  c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  d id  n o t  h e lp  b a t t e r e d  
w iv e s ,  t r e a t i n g  d o m e st ic  a s s a u l t s  d i f f e r e n t l y  from s t r a n g e r  
a s s a u l t s  (P a rn as  1972; P o t t e r  1979; B lack  1 9 8 0 ) .  P o l i c e  
re fu s ed  t o  a s s i s t  b a t t e r e d  women o r  a r r e s t  t h e  a s s a i l a n t  
because t h e  p a r t i e s  were m a r r i e d  or  c o - h a b i t a t i n g  (Wood 
1 9 7 9 ) .  P o l i c e  f a v o r e d  m e d ia t i o n  o v er  a r r e s t  as t h e  
p r e f e r r e d  o p t i o n  in  dom est ic  abuse c a l l s  ( K l e i n  1 9 8 2 ) .  Even 
when th e y  d id  a r r e s t ,  t h e  p o l i c e  tended t o  v ie w  s e r i o u s  
a t t a c k s  as misdemeanors r a t h e r  th a n  f e l o n i e s  because th e y  
oc cu rre d  in  t h e  f a m i l y  (Lerman,  c i t e d  in  S c h e c h te r  1 9 8 2 ) .
By th e  l a t e  1970s women began t a k i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n  and su ing  
th e  p o l i c e .  F i r s t ,  t h e i r  s u i t s  argued t h a t  t h e  is s u e  was 
equal r i g h t s .  Women were b e in g  d e n ied  t h e  same p r o t e c t i o n  
o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  c r im e s  r e c e i v e d .  Second, t h e y  argued t h a t  
th e  p o l i c y  o f  non a r r e s t  was based on t h e  assumption t h a t  a 
man was e n t i t l e d  t o  b e a t  h i s  w i f e  (Woods 1 9 7 9 ) .  Two c la s s  
a c t i o n s  s u i t s ,  one i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and one in  New York were  
su c c e s s fu l  ( M a r t i n  1 9 7 8 ) .  I n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  T ra c y  Thurmond, a 
b a t t e r e d  woman p a r t l y  p a r a l y z e d  by h e r  husband, was r e c e n t l y  
awarded 3 . 2  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  a  s u i t  a g a i n s t  a l o c a l  p o l i c e  
de par tm ent  (Boston  Globe June 1 9 8 5 ) .  The grounds o f  t h e
16
L  ________________ .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
s u i t  w e r e  t h a t  she  was a f f o r d e d  l e s s  p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n  f ro m  
h e r  husband t h a n  she  w o u ld  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  i f  a s t r a n g e r  had  
t h r e a t e n e d  h e r .  She was t o l d  by a t  l e a s t  one o f f i c e r  t h a t  
h e r  husband w o u ld  n o t  be a r r e s t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  was a  d o m e s t i c  
s i t u a t i o n .  A r e c e n t  s u r v e y  o f  176 p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  f o u n d  
t h a t  556 o f  th e m  w e r e  sued  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  make a r r e s t s  i n  
d o m e s t ic  a s s a u l t  c a s e s  (L a w ,  Sherm an,  & Cohn 1 9 8 8 ) .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  has  n o t  been  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  
P r o s e c u t o r s  w o u ld  n o t  p r o s e c u t e .  C o u r t  o f f i c e r s  o f t e n  w o u ld  
n o t  t e l l  women o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  f i l e  a  p e t i t i o n  and r e q u e s t  
im m e d i a t e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  r e q u i r i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y .  
Judges  w o u ld  n o t  e n f o r c e  o r d e r s  o r  impose  h e a v y  s e n t e n c e s  
( F i e l d s  and F i e l d s  1 9 7 3 ;  Woods 1 9 7 8 ) .  See S c h e c h t e r  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  
F i e l d s  and F i e l d s  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  and H e p p e r l e  & C r i t e s  ( 1 9 7 8 )  f o r  
a t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  
s y s te m  r e s p o n s e .
The  p r o b l e m  o f  v i o l e n c e  a f f e c t s  w i v e s  a t  many d i f f e r e n t  
l e v e l s .  T h e y  a r e  i n  p h y s i c a l  d a n g e r  o f  i n j u r y  and i n  many 
c a s e s  o f  t h e i r  l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  y e t  when t h e y  t u r n  t o  t h e  
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  t h e y  f i n d  n o ne .
W i f e  a b u s e  i s  n o t  a  new p r o b l e m ,  and a f t e r  t h e  
" d i s c o v e r y "  o f  i t s  m a g n i t u d e  by b o t h  g r a s s  r o o t s  a c t i v i s t s  
and r e s e a r c h e r s ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  began t o  o f f e r  
t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  I n  some c a s e s ,  
t h e y  a d a p t e d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a m i l y  t h e o r i e s ,  and i n  o t h e r s
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lo o k e d  t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h e  r o l e  m a le  dom inance  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  o f  
wi v e s .
C u r r e n t  T h e o r e t i c a l  A p p ro a c h es  t o  W i f e  Abuse
The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w i f e  
a b u s e .  These  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n c l u d e  e xcha nge  
t h e o r y ,  c o n f l i c t  t h e o r y ,  u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e  t h e o r y ,  s o c i a l  
t o l e r a n c e  t h e o r y ,  and f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y .  W h i l e  a number o f  
t h e  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  n o t  o f  d i r e c t  
r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e y  do l a y  an 
i m p o r t a n t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  r e s e a r c h .
T h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w i f e  a b u s e .  I f  t h e  g o a l  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
t o  o f f e r  e i t h e r  d e t e r r e n c e  o r  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b le m  and  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  women, t h e  la w s  s h o u ld  a d d r e s s  some o f  t h e  
s u s p e c t e d  c a u s e s .  T h e o r i e s  e x p l a i n i n g  why w i f e  abuse e x i s t s  
may be u s e f u l  i n  a n a l y z i n g  w h a t  k i n d s  o f  p o l i c i e s  a r e
a d o p t e d  by t h e  s t a t e s .  I f  w i f e  abuse  i s  a way o f
m a i n t a i n i n g  men’ s power  o v e r  women, s t a t e s  w i t h  a  t r a d i t i o n
o f  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  women w o u ld  be e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  l e a s t
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  w i f e  a buse  l a w s .  I f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  a  
s t a t e  has a t r a d i t i o n  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  women t h e n  t h e r e  w ou ld  
be a v a s t  number o f  w i f e  abuse  l a w s .  I f  w i f e  abuse  i s  a
18
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r e s o u r c e  t h a t  i s  used  by one p a r t n e r ,  t h e n  p o l i c e  and l e g a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  may r e p r e s e n t  a c o u n t e r i n g  r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t n e r  t h a t  may u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  a d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l e v e l  
o f  v i o l e n c e .  S e v e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w i f e  abuse  may a l s o  p r o v e  u s e f u l  i n  
a n a l y z i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The t h e o r i e s  t o  be 
d i s c u s s e d  i n c l u d e  e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y ,  c o n f l i c t  t h e o r y ,  u l t i m a t e  
r e s o u r c e  t h e o r y ,  s o c i a l  t o l e r a n c e  t h e o r y ,  and f e m i n i s t  
t h e o r y .
T r a d i t i o n a l  S o c i o l o g i c a l  T h e o r i e s
Exc h a n g e  T h e o r y .  E xchange  t h e o r y  i s  u s e f u l  i n  
a n a l y z i n g  b o t h  why w i f e  a b u s e  o c c u r s  and why women s t a y  i n  
a b u s i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  E xc h a n g e  T h e o r i s t s  ( B l a u  1 9 6 7 ;
Homans 1 9 7 4 )  a n a l y z e  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  a s  a p r o c e s s  o f  
e xc h a n g e  and i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n t e r a c t i o n  
i s  seen as  g u i d e d  by t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  r e w a r d s  and t h e  
a v o i d a n c e  o f  p u n i s h m e n t s .  I f  an e x c h a n g e  o f  r e w a r d s  does  
n o t  o c c u r ,  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i l l  be b r o k e n  o f f .  A l t h o u g h  a  
husband o r  w i f e  may r e c e i v e  f e w e r  r e w a r d s  t h a n  t h e y  w o u ld  
l i k e ,  t h e y  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a ve  f e w e r  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  g a i n  r e w a r d s  f r o m ,  o r  t h e y  p e r c e i v e  no o t h e r  
more r e w a r d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e .  B o t h  G e l l e s  ( 1 9 7 9 )  and Nye  
( 1 9 7 9 )  used e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y  as  a  p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  
w i f e  a b u s e .  Humphreys and Hum phreys  ( 1 9 8 5 )  h a v e  a d a p t e d  
G e l l e s ’ p r o p o s i t i o n s  on w i f e  a b u s e .
1 9
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1.  M a le  p a r t n e r s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  use v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  
home w h e re  t h e y  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  b e i n g  v i o l e n t  
a r e  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  r e w a r d s .
2 .  The a b s e n c e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s  o v e r  f a m i l y  
r e l a t i o n s  d e c r e a s e s  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  m a le  p a r t n e r  b e in g  
v i o l e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  f e m a l e  p a r t n e r .
3 .  C e r t a i n  s o c i a l  and f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s  s e r v e  t o  re d u c e  
s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i n  m a l e - f e m a l e  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e r e f o r e  
r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t s  a n d / o r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e w a r d s  t o  m a le s  
f o r  b e i n g  v i o l e n t .  (H u m p h rey s  and Humphreys 1 9 8 5 ,  p.
271 ) .
E xc h a n g e  t h e o r y  has  d i r e c t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p o l i c y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  p u b l i c  s a n c t i o n s  and r e a l  
c o s t s  such as  a r r e s t ,  f i n e s ,  and i m p r i s o n m e n t .  T hese  
p o l i c i e s  a c t  as  a  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  t h a t  w ou ld  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
c o s t  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  b a t t e r e r .  The a w a r d i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  
l e g a l  r i g h t s  such  a s  a  home, m o n e t a r y  s u p p o r t ,  and c u s t o d y  
w i t h i n  a p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r ,  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  v i c t i m  w o u ld  g i v e  h e r  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  m i g h t  w e ig h  a g a i n s t  
t h e  " r e w a r d s ' '  i n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e s e  
r e w a r d s ,  o r  t h e  r e a s o n  she  s t a y s ,  a r e  s h e l t e r  and money f o r  
n e c e s s i t i e s .  L e g i s l a t i o n  may a l s o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  
t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  a  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by i n c r e a s i n g  women’ s 
r i g h t s .  L e g a l  c h an g e  can t h u s  be v ie w e d  i n  t h e  w i d e r  
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g r a n t  women r i g h t s  
w i t h i n  m a r r i a g e  and t h e  s t a t e ’ s a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y .
C o n f 1 i c t  T h e o r y .  C o n f l i c t  t h e o r i s t s  a n a l y z e  s o c i e t y  
i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  and c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  g r o u p s .  The  
t h e o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  K a r l  M a rx  ( 1 8 6 7 )  who v i e w e d  c o n f l i c t
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b e tw e e n  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  as i n e v i t a b l e  in  a c a p i t a l i s t  
s o c i e t y .  C u r r e n t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  has a d a p t e d  t h i s  
t h e o r y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y .  A c c o r d in g  t o  c o n f l i c t  
t h e o r y ,  c o n f l i c t  i s  an i n e v i t a b l e  p a r t  o f  a l l  human 
a s s o c i a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  seen  as  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  by c o e r c i o n  w h ic h  i n  
t u r n  becomes a s o u r c e  o f  c o n f l i c t  ( S k o l n i c k  1 9 8 7 ) .  S t r a u s  
has w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  " a c t u a l  o r  i m p l i c i t  t h r e a t  o f  p h y s i c a l  
c o e r c i o n  i s  one o f  many f a c t o r s  u n d e r l y i n g  m a le  d o m inance  in  
t h e  f a m i l y "  ( S t r a u s  c i t e d  i n  G e l l e s ,  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  1 4 ) .  The  
s u c c e s s f u l  management  o f  c o n f l i c t  r e q u i r e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
n e g o t i a t e ,  b a r g a i n ,  and c o o p e r a t e  ( S p r e y  1 9 7 1 ) .  W i v e s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  may n o t  ha ve  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  manage c o n f l i c t  because
t h e y  l a c k  p o w e r .  The use o f  v i o l e n c e  p r o v i d e s  a way f o r
f a m i l y  members t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  ( S p r e y  1 9 6 9 ) .  
V i o l e n c e  may o c c u r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  b e cau s e  i t  w o r k s .
L e g i s l a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  may s e r v e  as a way o f  d e c r e a s i n g  m a le
d o m in a n c e  and d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  power  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p h y s i c a l  
v i o l e n c e  and i t s  use  i n  c o e r c i o n .  The woman may be a b l e  t o  
u s e  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a r r e s t  and j a i l  as  a  b a r g a i n i n g  c h i p  t o  
manage t h e  c o n f l i c t .
F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e  T h e o r i e s
U l t i m a t e  R e s o u r c e  T h e o r y . Goode has e x t e n d e d  c o n f l i c t  
t h e o r y  i n t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e  t h e o r y  (Goode 1 9 7 1 ) .  The
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g r e a t e r  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a p e rs o n  can command, t h e  more f o r c e  
t h e y  can m u s t e r .  He i d e n t i f i e s  f o u r  r e s o u r c e s  p e o p l e  can  
use:  e c o n o m ic ,  p r e s t i g e ,  l i k a b i l i t y  o r  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  and 
f o r c e .  V i o l e n c e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  used as a r e s o u r c e  when o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  o r  l a c k i n g .  V ie w e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  may a c t u a l l y  
t a k e  away r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  men. I f  t h e y  a r e  a r r e s t e d  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  s a n c t i o n s ,  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e ,  
l i k e a b i l t y  and e cono m ic  r e s o u r c e s  may s u f f e r .
A l l e n  and S t r a u s  ( 1 9 8 0 )  and T i t t e r e n d  and S t r a u s  ( 1 9 8 0 )  
h ave  e m p i r i c a l l y  t e s t e d  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  G o o d e ’ s t h e o r y  and 
f o u n d  some s u p p o r t  f o r  i t .  A t  l e a s t  among l o w e r  c l a s s  
f a m i l i e s  who l a c k  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  m a le  power  was a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  v i o l e n c e .
W h i l e  t h i s  t h e o r y  a d d r e s s e s  power d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  and may be u s e f u l  and e x p l a i n i n g  why 
v i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  i n  some f a m i l i e s ,  i t  i g n o r e s  t h e  way 
i n d i v i d u a l  power i s  i n  t u r n  s t r u c t u r e d  by s o c i e t y .  Y l l o  
w r i t e s  "a  l a r g e  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  more i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  
power p c c u r s  a t  t h e  macro l e v e l  and molds  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h i n  w h ic h  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o c c u r "  ( 1 9 8 0 ,  p . 4 7 ) .  
Thus t o  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t a n d  w i f e  a b u s e ,  one  must l o o k  t o  
w i d e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  T h i s  v i e w  was a r t i c u l a t e d  
by t h e  women’ s movement w h ich  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  " p e r s o n a l  i s  
p o l i t i c a l "  and t h a t  s e e m i n g l y  p r i v a t e  a r e a s  o f  l i f e  such as  
t h e  f a m i l y  w e r e  s t r u c t u r e d  by. r e l a t i o n s  o f  p o w er  i n  t h e
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p u b l i c  w o r l d  (D iam ond 1 9 8 3 ) .  W h i l e  w i f e  a b u s e  i s  a p e r s o n a l  
p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  women who a r e  a s s a u l t e d ,  i t  a f f e c t s  many 
women and i s  t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  a s o c i a l  p r o b l e m .  An 
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why i t  o c c u r s  m u st  l o o k  t o  t h e  w i d e r  s o c i a l  
f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n s t r a i n  women’ s o p t i o n s  w i t h i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y .  I t  i s  t h u s  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  an a n a l y s i s  o f  
p o l i c y ,  m easures  o f  p o w e r .  T h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  a  s t a t e  
i s  an e x a m p le  o f  a t y p e  o f  p o w e r .  The more  a c c e s s  t o  
e d u c a t i o n  and income t h a t  women h a v e  i n  a s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  
more l e g a l  r i g h t s  t h e y  h a v e ,  t h e  more power  t h e y  h a v e  o v e r  
t h e i r  own l i v e s ,  and t h e  l e s s  t h e y  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  on men.
S o c i a l  T o l e r a n c e  T h e o r y . S t r a u s  o f f e r s  some t h o u g h t s  
on a s o c i a l  t o l e r a n c e  t h e o r y  o f  w i f e  a b u s e .  C u l t u r a l  norms  
p e r m i t  and t o  some e x t e n t  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  a b u s e  o f  women.
T h i s  t o l e r a n c e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y ’ s p r i o r i t y  p l a c e d  
on t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  home and f a m i l y  l i f e .  He t a l k s  o f  w i f e  
abuse  as t h e  p r o b l e m  " b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s " .  S t r a u s  p o i n t s  
o u t  t h a t  o u r  s o c i e t a l  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  
f a m i l y  as  a  c o n f l i c t  l a d e n  g r o u p  i s  a  c o n t i n u e d  s o u r c e  o f  
w i f e  abuse  ( S t r a u s  19 ) .  S o c i e t y  a l s o  t o l e r a t e s  a  h i g h
r a t e  o f  g e n e r a l  v i o l e n c e  and  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women. N o t  
o n l y  i s  t h e  b e h a v i o r  c o n d o n e d  b u t  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w i v e s  may 
even  be see n  as  an a c c e p t a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  
(Toby  1 9 6 6 ) .  To be known a s  a  w i f e  b e a t e r  may i n c r e a s e  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ’ s p r e s t i g e  w i t h i n  h i s  s o c i a l  g r o u p .
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W i f e  a b u s e  may e ve n  be p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  p r o b le m  o f  
v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d  women. S t o u t  ( 1 9 8 7 b )  p r o v i d e s  p r e l i m i n a r y  
e m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h o m i c i d e s  a g a i n s t  women by m a le  
i n t i m a t e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r a p e  r a t e  w i t h i n  s t a t e s  and t h e  
l e v e l  o f  n o n - i n t i m a t e  f e m a l e  h o m i c i d e s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  a c l i m a t e  i s  p r e s e n t  t h a t  condones  
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women. L e g i s l a t i o n  w o u ld  i d e a l l y  i n d i c a t e  
a l a c k  o f  t o l e r a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o w a r d  v i o l e n c e  
a g a i n s t  women, and a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  f r e q u e n t l y  
i s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  c o n f l i c t  and v i o l e n c e .
F e m i n i s t  T h e o r y . F e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  l o o k s  a t  t h e  
p a t r i a r c h a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  and t h e  u nequa l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  and power  b e tw e e n  men and women 
t h a t  r e s u l t s .  F e m i n i s t s  h a v e  p o i n t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e  as  t h e  
l o g i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  b o t h  women’ s p o w e r l e s s n e s s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  
and a m a le  c u l t u r e  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s  a g g r e s s i o n  and v i o l e n c e  
( H a r t m a n  1 9 8 1 ;  A n d e r s o n  1 9 8 3 ) .  B a t t e r i n g  i s  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m a le  d o m i n a t i o n  b o t h  w i t h i n  and o u t s i d e  
t h e  f a m i l y  ( S t r a u s  1 9 7 6 ;  P a g e lo w  1 9 8 4 ;  Dobash and Dobash  
1 9 7 9 ;  M a r t i n  1 9 7 6 ) .  S e v e r a l  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  used h i s t o r i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  and c a s e  s t u d i e s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  l i n k  be tw e e n  
p a t r i a r c h y  a s  a  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  and w i f e  a b u s e  as a s o c i a l  
p r o b l e m  (D o b a s h  a nd  Dobash 1 9 7 9 ;  M a r t i n  1 9 7 6 ) .  F e m i n i s t s  
w o u ld  a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  l i n k  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  l e g a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  w i f e  a b u s e  w h ic h  has s u p p o r t e d  
p a t r i a r c h y .
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H i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  l e g a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  v i o l e n c e  
t o w a r d  women a b o u n d s .  See Dobash and Dobash ( 1 9 7 9 )  f o r  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  husbands had a l e g a l  
r i g h t  t o  c o n t r o l  and p u n i s h  t h e i r  w i v e s .  W ives  w e re  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  husbands  and b e a t i n g  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o r  
p u n is h m e n t  p u r p o s e s  was e x p l i c i t l y  p e r m i t t e d  ( D a v i d s o n  1978 ;  
Dobash and Dobash 1 9 7 9 ) .  I n  M e d i e v a l  t i m e s ,  murder  by 
husbands  was a l l o w e d  i f  i t  was f o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p u rp o s e s  
( D a v i s  1 9 8 1 ) .  B l a c k s t o n e ’ s H i s t o r y  o f  Common Law i n c l u d e d  
t h e  " r u l e  o f  th u m b " ;  husbands  c o u l d  b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  as lo n g  
as  t h e y  used a s w i t c h  no b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e i r  thumb ( C a l v e r t  
1 9 7 4 ) .
E a r l y  l aw s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  
r e f l e c t e d  t h e  m a le  d o m i n a n t  b i a s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  ( S t r a u s  
1 9 7 6 ) .  Women c o u l d  own no p r o p e r t y  and s i g n  no c o n t r a c t s .  
D i v o r c e  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n ,  g i v i n g  women l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e i r  f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  A m e r ic a  as  l a t e  as 1 8 6 7 ,  
t h e  A p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  u p h e ld  t h e  h u s b a n d ’ s 
r i g h t  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  p u n i s h  h i s  w i f e  ( P a g e lo w  1984 ;  S t r a u s  
1 9 7 6 ) .  , V i o l e n c e  was s ee n  as  p r i m a r i l y  a p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  
m a t t e r  n o t  t o  be c l o s e l y  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  P l e c k  
a r g u e s  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was 
s t r o n g  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t e d  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  ( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ) .  
The p a t r i a r c h a l  v i e w  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  more r e c e n t  l e g a l
25
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a p p r o a c h  t o  b a t t e r e d  women t h a t  d e n i e d  them p r o t e c t i o n  
a f f o r d e d  o t h e r  c r im e  v i c t i m s .
N o t  o n l y  do m a les  ha ve  l e g a l l y  and s o c i e t a l l y
s a n c t i o n e d  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b u t  t h i s  power i s
u p h e ld  by c u l t u r a l  norms,  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and backed up
by t h e  m a le  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m .
B a t t e r y  i s  used as a means o f  e n f o r c i n g  men’ s c o n j u g a l
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e i r  w i v e s .  Dobash and Dobash w r i t e  t h a t
w i f e  abuse  i s  n o t  d e v i a n t ,  b u t
R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a f o r m  o f  b e h a v i o r  w h ic h  has e x i s t e d  f o r  
c e n t u r i e s  as an a c c e p t a b l e ,  and i n d e e d ,  a d e s i r a b l e  p a r t  
o f  a  p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l y  s y s te m  w i t h i n  a p a t r i a r c h a l  
s o c i e t y ,  and much o f  t h e  i d e o l o g y  and many o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w h ic h  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
p a t r i a r c h y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  d o m i n a t i o n  and 
c o n t r o l  o f  women a r e  s t i l l  r e f l e c t e d  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  and 
o u r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t 'obash and Dobash 1 9 7 8 ,  
p .  4 2 7 ) .
These  t h e o r i e s  a r e  h e l p f u l  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  why men b e a t  
women and why s o c i e t y  has  i g n o r e d  and p r i v a t i z e d  t h e  
p r o b l e m .  “ W h i l e  t h e y  o f f e r  some g u id a n c e  f o r  an a n a l y s i s  o f  
w h ic h  f a c t o r s  one m i g h t  e x p e c t  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w i f e  
a b u s e ,  i t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  l o o k  a t  r e s e a r c h  on o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  
p o l i c y  w i t h i n  s t a t e s  and s e e  w h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s t a t e s  
a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a d o p t i o n  v e r s u s  non a d o p t i o n  o f  
p o l i c i e s .
I n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  on p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  a t  t h e  
s t a t e  l e v e l  i s  r e v i e w e d .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  on f a c t o r s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s .  Then some
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a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a id  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  fo c u s e s  on s o c ia l  
problems and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  addres s  concerns  r a is e d  by th e  
women’ s r i g h t s  movement, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i f e  abuse.  There  i s  
a ls o  a d is c u s s io n  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t o r s  no t  in c lu d e d  in  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  re s e a rc h  t h a t  may be u s e f u l  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
in  th e  model deve loped in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
P o l i c y  A n a l y s i s  & Research
W h i le  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  fo c u s es  on s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  
in  th e  form o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  some g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  r e s e a rc h  and 
th e o ry  sheds l i g h t  on t h e  p o l i c y  making proc ess .
Research ers  such as F r i e d l a n d  ( 1 9 8 0 )  and H ic k s ,  F r i e d l a n d ,  
and Johnson ( 1 9 7 8 )  have lo o ked  a t  d i f f e r e n t  ty pes  o f  p o l i c y  
and what f a c t o r s  seem t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t s  a d o p t io n .  
They both con c lu d e  t h a t  power  o f  some k in d  i s  th e  im p o r ta n t  
f a c t o r .
F r i e d l a n d ,  examined urban renewal  p o l i c i e s  in  U.S .  
c i t i e s .  He conc luded  t h a t  c o r p o r a t e  power,  measured by th e  
presences o f  c o r p o r a t e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a f f e c t s  d e c i s i o n  making 
in  two ways.  D i r e c t l y ,  i t  a f f e c t s  p o l i c y  in  t h a t  c i t i e s  
w i t h  p o w e r fu l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  had more e x t e n s i v e  renewal  
programs. I n d i r e c t l y ,  c i t i e s  w i t h  p o w e r fu l  c o r p o r a t io n s  
were "more re s p o n s iv e  in  t h e i r  p o l i c y - m a k i n g  t o  l o c a l  
economic c o n d i t i o n s  l i k e l y  t o  a f f e c t  urban growth" (1 9 8 0 ,  
2 2 2 ) .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  w h i 1e economic c o n d i t i o n s  a re  a l s o  a
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d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  u r b a n  p o l i c y ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  power  
t h a t  t h e y  e x e r c i s e  have  an a d d i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  
p o l i  c y .
H i c k s  e t  a l  ( 1 9 7 8 )  l o o k e d  a t  r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s  
f o r  t h e  p o o r  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  and w h a t  f a c t o r s  a c c o u n te d  
f o r  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s  o f  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n .  They  f o u n d  t h a t  
l a b o r  u n i o n  power  p o s i t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a l s o  e x e r t e d  
pow er  and n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n .  T h e i r  
a n a l y s i s  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  and  
i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n .  They  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  c l a s s  power  
w h e t h e r  m e a s u re d  by u n i o n s  o r  c o r p o r a t e  s i z e  i n f l u e n c e d  
p o l i c y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  and t h a t  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o l i c i e s  w ere  
" p a r t i a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a s s  f o r c e s "  ( 1 9 7 8 ,  
3 0 2 ) .
What b o t h  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  s u g g e s t  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  p o l i c y  
i s  d e t e r m i n e d  by a v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s ,  p o w e r  o f  some k in d  
p l a y s  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e .  Power i s  r e f l e c t e d  by o r g a n i z e d  
p r e s s u r e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on t h e  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  power  was 
m e as u re d  i n  s e v e r a l  w ay s .  The  s i z e  o f  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  was 
t h o u g h t  t o  a f f e c t  w i f e  a b u se  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  
l o b b y i n g .  O t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  power  w e r e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women and t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  These
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i n d i c a t o r s  r e f l e c t  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  
on t h e  p o l i c y  mak ing  p r o c e s s .  These  f a c t o r s  may i n f l u e n c e  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e y  may a l s o  a f f e c t  
w h ich  p r o b le m s  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  agenda  a l t h o u g h  
o n l y  t h e  f o r m e r  q u e s t i o n  i s  a n s w e red  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  m e a s u re s  o f  p o w er  w h ich  a r e  a u n iq u e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  a l s o  
u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  t y p e s  and e x t e n t  o f  p o l i c y  a d o p te d  
by a s t a t e .
An i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  us ed  i n  p r e v i o u s  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  S o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and econo m ic  f a c t o r s  c r e a t e  
a p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  w h ic h  a f f e c t s  a s t a t e ’ s a d o p t i o n  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  P a s t  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  
i d e a s  a b o u t  w h a t  d e t e r m i n e s  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y .
P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and s o c i o l o g i s t s  have  
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on s t a t e  p o l i c y  c h o i c e s .  P r i m a r i l y  t h e s e  
r e s e a r c h e r s  have  e x a m in e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  (S e e  Dye 1981 f o r  t h e  
d e f i n i t i v e  w o rk  on t h i s  a p p r o a c h ) .  R e c e n t l y  t h e r e  has been  
an a t t e m p t  t o  i n c l u d e  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  ( B o n e p a r t h  1 9 8 2 ) ,  and  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  and s o c i a l  movements i n t o  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  ( K i r s t  e t  a l  1 9 8 4 ) .  F e m i n i s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
have  e m p h a s iz e d  t h e  need t o  Took a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  o f
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t h e  s t a t e  f o r  women and such f a c t o r s  as e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
em plo ym ent  and l e g a l  e q u a l i t y  ( B o n e p a r t h  1982 ;  Welch and 
G o t t h e i l  1 9 7 8 )  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  d e f i n e d  as  " t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  a s o c i a l  m ovem e nt ’ s g o a l s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  as  
l e g i t i m a t e  and d e s e r v i n g ” ( B o n e p a r t h ,  p .  4 ) .
I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  p o l i c y  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  i s  
r e v i e w e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c io e c o n o m ic  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  i s  r e v i e w e d .  S ec ond ,  r e s e a r c h  on 
p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  t h a t  have  been used t o  p r e d i c t  
s t a t e  p o l i c y  o u tc o m e s  i s  s u m m a r iz e d .  T h i r d ,  r e s e a r c h  on 
women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t e  
f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  d i s c u s s e d .  F o u r t h ,  w i f e  abuse  
s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  a r e  r e v i e w e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  
t h a t  f o c u s  on t h e  r o l e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women p l a y s  i n  t h e  
I l e v e l  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w i v e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s
s t u d i e s  e m p l o y i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  women. 
L a s t ,  t h e  r o l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i c y  may p l a y  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  p o l i c y  ou tc om e s  i s  d i s c u s s e d .
T r a d i t i o n a l  S o c io e c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  I n d i c a t o r s
S o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  
have  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s o c io e c o n o m ic  
s t a t u s  and e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  a rg u e d  
i t h a t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  a  c o n t e x t  t h a t  can be used t o
p r e d i c t  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  a d o p t s  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  p o l i c y .  
These  i n d i c a t o r s  i n c l u d e :  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  u r b a n i z a t i o n  a n d ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .
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Socioeconomic S t a t u s .  S t a t e s  w i t h  an expanding economy 
and a f f l u e n t  s t a t e s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  s uppor t  an e xpans ion  
o f  programs and more i n n o v a t i v e  programs (Boneparth  1 9 8 2 ) .  
T h is  has been found t o  be t r u e  f o r  b a t t e r e d  wives  programs  
(Kalmuss and S t r a u s  1 9 8 3 ) ,  AFDC p o l i c i e s  (Gary 1 9 7 3 ) ,  and 
e d u c a t i o n ,  w e l f a r e  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s  (Gray  1 9 7 3 ) .  
W e a l t h i e r  s t a t e s  m ig h t  be e x p e c te d  t o  p ro v id e  more w i f e  
abuse s e r v i c e s  and t o  expand programs t h a t  in t e r v e n e  in  
f a m i l y  p r i v a c y .  „
The e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  a s t a t e  i s  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  a 
s t a t e ’ s in n o v a t i v e n e s s  and i t s  a d o p t io n  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  
(N ic e  1 9 8 5 ) .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  p o l l s  have found t h a t  h i g h l y  
educated p e o p le  a r e  more s u p p o r t i v e  o f  e q u a l i t y  and women’ s 
r i g h t s  ( E r i k s o n ,  L u t b e r  and T e l d i n ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  T h is  s u p p o r t  in  
a s t a t e  c o u ld  p r o v i d e  a c l i m a t e  r e c e p t i v e  t o  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
Urbani z a t i o n . Urban s t a t e s  a re  more a c c e p t in g  o f  
government i n t e r v e n t i o n .  N ic e  ( 1 9 8 6 )  found t h i s  t o  be t r u e  
f o r  t h e  ERA, w h i l e  W a lk e r  ( 1 9 6 9 )  reviewed t w e l v e  p o l i c y  
a r e a s , • i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  w e l f a r e ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  
c o n s e r v a t io n ,  and l a b o r ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  l a r g e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  
l a r g e  c i t i e s  were more l i k e l y  t o  be i n n o v a t i v e  in  t h e i r  
p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n .  N ic e  ( 1 9 8 5 )  h y p o th e s iz e s  t h a t  s o c i a l  and 
economic in te r d e p e n d e n c e  r i s e s  as a s t a t e ’ s p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e s  and becomes more c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  urban a r e a s .
T h is  c r e a t e s  a need f o r  government i n t e r v e n t i o n  in  s o c i a l
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p r o b l e m s .  R u r a l  s t a t e s  on t h e  o t h e r  hand a r e  l e s s  
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i v i s m  ( A d r i a n  and Ross 197 7 ;  
E r i k s o n ,  L u t t b e g  and T e d i n  1 9 8 0 ) .
I n d u s t r i  a l i  z a t i o n . W a l k e r  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  i n  a r e v i e w  o f  
t w e l v e  p o l i c y  a r e a s  f o u n d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t o  be p o s i t i v e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  p o l i c i e s  and 
n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h ig h w a y  and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  p o l i c i e s .  
G ra y  ( 1 9 7 3 )  f o u n d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  a s t a t e ’ s AFDC p o l i c y .  T h ey  b o t h  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a s t a t e ’ s r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  new 
i d e a s  and p o l i c y  i n n o v a t i o n .  Thus we m i g h t  e x p e c t  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  
a b u s e  p o l i c y .
P o l i t i c a l  C l i m a t e
The tw o  m a in  t y p e s  o f  v a r i a b l e s  used t o  m easure  t h i s  
c o n c e p t  a r e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  a s t a t e  
and a m e asure  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
I n t e r o a r t v  c o m p e t i t i o n .  A n a l y s e s  u s i n g  i n t e r p a r t y  
c o m p e t i t i o n  as  a  v a r i a b l e  a r e  b a sed  on t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  i n  
tw o  p a r t y  s t a t e s  t h e  a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  pus hes  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n t o  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  h a v e -  
n o t s  i n  s o c i e t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h o s e  w i t h  
p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m ic  pow er  ( L o c k a r d  1 9 8 3 ) .  W e l f a r e  p o l i c y  
a d o p t i o n  has been used  t o  t e s t  t h i s  t h e o r y  w i t h  some s u p p o r t  
(Key  1 9 5 6 ;  L o c k a r d  1 9 8 3 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  Dawson and R o b in s o n  
( i 9 6 3 )  f o u n d  t h a t  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e
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a r e  more i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  w e l f a r e  p o l i c i e s  t h a n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  v a r i a b l e  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n .  G ra y  ( 1 9 7 3 )  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand f o u n d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  w ere  more 
i m p o r t a n t  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  AFDC p o l i c i e s  t h a n  s o c io e c o n o m ic  
f a c t o r s  b u t  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  b o th  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .
I d e o l o g y . L i b e r a l  s t a t e s  ha ve  been shown t o  have  
h i g h e r  w e l f a r e  b e n e f i t s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  and more consumer  p r o t e c t i o n  law s  ( N i c e  1982 ,  
1 9 8 5 ;  S ie g e lm a n  and S m i t h  1 9 8 0 ) .  A s t a t e ’ s l i b e r a l i s m  i s  
a l s o  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l i b e r a l  r o l l  c a l l  v o t i n g  by 
members o f  t h e  U . S .  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ( S c h w a r t z  and  
Fenmore 1 9 7 7 ) .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  ha ve  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
been r e l u c t a n t  t o  use t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  chang e  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  w h i l e  l i b e r a l s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  use  
t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  as  an i n s t r u m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  chang e  ( S a r g e n t  
19 8 1 ;  S i b l e y  1 9 7 0 ) .  N i c e  ( 1 9 8 2 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  c i v i l  
r i g h t s ,  and w e l f a r e  p o l i c y  t h a n  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n .  The  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  p a r t y  i d e o l o g y  and s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  
" i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  ha v e  p u b l i c l y  t a k e n  i n t o  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .  
P a r t y  i d e o l o g i e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l a r g e  
p o l i t i c a l  movements  and p r o v i d e  a mechanism f o r  l i n k i n g  them  
t o  p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s "  ( N i c e  1 9 8 5 :  7 9 2 ) .  E r i k s o n  ( 1 9 7 1 )  i n  a 
s t u d y  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o u n d  t h a t  once  
s o c io e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  was c o n t r o l l e d  f o r ,  n o n - s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s
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w i t h  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n t r o l  ( a  p r o x y  f o r  l i b e r a l i s m )  were  more 
l i k e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  program s and p o l i c i e s  t h a n  s t a t e s  w i t h  
R e p u b l i c a n  o r  d i v i d e d  c o n t r o l .  I t  may be t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  
a r e  l i b e r a l  on o t h e r  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  such as e d u c a t i o n  and 
w e l f a r e  r e f o r m  a r e  a l s o  t h o s e  t h a t  have  a d o p te d  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h r e e  t y p e s  o f  s u p p o r t  m i g h t  be e x p e c te d  in  
l i b e r a l  s t a t e s .  F i r s t ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  needs o f  
b a t t e r e d  women w ou ld  be p r e s e n t .  S econd,  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  
p ro g ra m s  w ou ld  be more l i k e l y .  T h i r d ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
a l t e r s  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power i n  t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and  
i n c r e a s e s  women’ s e q u a l i t y  w o u ld  be p r e s e n t .
W h i l e  nowhere  n e a r  as e x t e n s i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a body o f  
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  lo o k s  a t  p o l i c i e s ,  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and programs  
t h a t  e x p l i c i t l y  a d d r e s s  f e m i n i s t  g o a l s .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  
a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  b e cau se  i t  i n c l u d e s  i n d i c a t o r s ,  as  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s ,  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  been used in  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  r e v i e w e d  a b o v e .  T h e se  a r e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  
may have  i m p o r t a n t  r e l e v a n c e  t o  a  s t u d y  o f  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  
b e c a u s e  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  t i e d  t o  t h e  g o a l s  and p h i l o s o p h y  
o f  t h e - w o m e n ’ s movement .  The  r e s p o n s e  t o  w i f e  abuse by t h e  
women’ s movement was a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l ,  so i t  would  
be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  se e  i f  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  
t o  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women, and i f  measures  
o f  f e m i n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  cfK. s t a t e  p r e d i c t  w h e t h e r  s t a t e s  
a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The n e x t
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s e c t i o n  w i l l  re v ie w  both th e  re s e a rch  on f e m i n i s t  p o l i c y  
concerns and t h e  i n d i c a t o r s .
Women and t h e  P o l i t i c a l  System
The re  have been a v e r y  few s t u d i e s  t h a t  have looked a t  
th e  impact o f  s t a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on p o l i c y  t h a t  address  
women’ s o r  f e m i n i s t  g o a l s .  Some r e s e a rc h  has focused on a 
s i n g l e  is s u e  such as t h e  ERA ( N ic e  1 9 8 6 ) ,  e g a l i t a r i a n  
p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  employment,  f a m i l y ,  rape  and t h e  ERA 
(Welch and G o t t h e i l  1 9 7 8 ) ,  o r  s o c i a l  programs r a t h e r  than  
p o l i c y  (Kalmuss and S t r a u s  1 9 8 3 ) .  These s t u d i e s  have 
i n c lu d e d  both  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  and 
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  women’ s r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  making.
Women’ s P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n . There  have been mixed 
r e s u l t s  in  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  impact o f  women in  s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e .  H i l l  ( 1 9 8 3 )  found t h a t  women vo ted  t h e  p a r t y  
p l a t f o r m  on t h e  ERA, w i t h  b a s i c a l l y  a D e m o c ra t ic /R e p u b l ic a n  
s p l i t .  He h y p o t h e s iz e d  t h a t  women have n o t  been in  p o l i t i c s  
long enough t o  become autonomous and s u p p o r t  women’ s r i g h t s .  
I t  may a l s o  be t h a t  t o  become e l e c t e d  and g a in  t h e  s uppor t  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  one must a l s o  f o l l o w  t h e  p a r t y  l i n e .  Welch and 
G o t t h i e l  ( 1 9 7 8 )  found l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between women’ s 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  
th e y  found a n e g a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  
women in  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and e g a l i t a r i a n  rape  laws.
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H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  d i d  f i n d  d i s t i n c t  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e  
v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n  p o l i c i e s  by t h e  
s t a t e s ,  w i t h  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  b e i n g  t h o s e  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  
a d o p t  p o l i c i e s .  These  may a l s o  be s t a t e s  w h e re  women’ s 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  lo w .  S t r o u t  ( 1 9 8 7 a ) ,  i n  an 
e x p l o r a t o r y  s t u d y  o f  f e m i c i d e ,  f o u n d  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women 
i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  be n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i n t i m a t e  
f e m i c i d e .  She c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d  
women i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e .
F e m i n i s t  A c t i v i s m . I n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  c a n  p l a y  i m p o r t a n t  
r o l e s  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  p r o c e s s .  They  b o t h  r a i s e  i s s u e s  and  
l o b b y  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( B l u m e r  1 9 7 1 ;  S p e c t o r  and K i t s u s e  
1 9 7 3 ) .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  ha s  b e e n . p a i d  t o  
u s i n g  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  as a  v a r i a b l e  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  
by s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n .  K i r s t  and M e i s t e r  
( 1 9 8 4 )  u s ed  a c a s e  s t u d y  a p p r o a c h  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  
i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s ,  o r  " p o l i c y  i s s u e  n e t w o r k s "  i n  " a g en d a  
s e t t i n g "  and  l o b b y i n g  f o r  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
Th e y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  i s  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  and t h a t  
more r e s e a r c h  n e ed s  t o  be done  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  and o t h e r  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s .
I n  t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h ave  been v a s t  p o l i t i c a l  
c h a n g e s  f o r  women t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
women’ s movement and i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  t h a t  s o u g h t  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women. T h e s e  c h a n g e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  
o f  a b o r t i o n ,  p a y  e q u i t y  p o l i c i e s ,  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y
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l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and m a r i t a l  law r e f o r m .  Many o f  t h e s e  changes  
o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l .  These  
changes  have  been p a r t  o f  a w i d e ,  v a r i e d  a g en d a  o f  t h e  
women’ s movement.  W i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  t h i s  
c o n t e x t  and s t a t e s  w i t h  o t h e r  e g a l i t a r i a n  p o l i c i e s  may a l s o  
be t h o s e  t h a t  have  t a k e n  a c t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
abused women. P l e c k  ( 1 9 8 7 )  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw e e n  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  and o t h e r  
f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s ,  " t h e  women’ s movement o f  t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  p a s s i n g  new s t a t e  [ w i f e  a b u s e ]  l aw s  b e c a u s e  i t  
r e l i e d  on a c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who f a v o r e d  o t h e r  
women’ s r i g h t s  i s s u e s "  ( p . 1 1 ) .
Kalmuss and S t r a u s  ( 1 9 8 3 )  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
women’ s g r o u p s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  
Women, was a s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  
s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. V o l g y ,  Schwarz  
and G o t t l i e b  ( 1 9 8 6 )  s t u d i e d  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f e m a l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  b o t h  houses  i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  They  
f o u n d  t h a t  " t h e  l e v e l  o f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  and t h e  r e s o u r c e s  
t h a t  t h i s  a c t i v i s m  can p r o v i d e  t o  f e m a l e  c a n d i d a t e s  
p o w e r f u l l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  e l e c t o r a l  s u c c e s s  and  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  women ha ve  been a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  
l e v e l "  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p .  1 6 6 ) .  They fo u n d  t h a t  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  h ig h  
l e v e l s  o f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m ,  measured by NOW m em b ersh ip ,  
f e m a l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ex c e e d e d  t h e  norm by 5 0 * .  T h i s  may 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  v o t e . f o r  women r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p a r t y
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o r  i d e o l o g y  o r  i t  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  a r e  w o r k i n g  a t  
t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  t o  e l e c t  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e i r  
n e e d s .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  g i v e n  t h e  g r o w th  o f  
f e m i n i s t  PACs and t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z i n g  c u r r e n t l y  g o in g  on 
s e e k i n g  t o  f l o o d  e l e c t i o n  t i c k e t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  w i t h  
f e m i n i s t  women. T h i s  p r o c e s s  has no d o u b t  v a r i e d  w i t h i n  
s t a t e s  and may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  women p o l i t i c i a n s  on f e m i n i s t  c o n c e r n s .  
C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  i s  a c o n c e p t  t h a t  needs  t o  be f u r t h e r  e xa m in e d  
e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n s  a r e  t h o s e  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
a s o c i a l  movement ,  as  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
F e m i n i s t  I d e o l o g y .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  has n o t  been  
used in  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  i s  a  m easu re  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h i s  i n d i c a t o r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  m eas ure  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  I t  m e asu res  t h e  
s u p p o r t  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  r e c e i v e  f r o m  e l e c t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  S t a t e s  w i t h  e l e c t o r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  
f a v o r s  g e n e r a l  f e m i n i s t  c o n c e r n s  w o u ld  be e x p e c t e d  t o  a l s o  
s u p p o r t  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c i e s  as  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  
f e m i n i s t  a g e n d a .
F a m i l y  R e g u l a t i o n  and P r i v a c y  P o l i c i e s
L ega l  r e s p o n s e  t o  w i f e  a b u se  has been i n f l u e n c e d  by 
b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t  a nd  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s
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o u t l i n e d  above.  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  P leck  (1 9 8 7 )  found t h a t  
s u s p ic io n  o f  government i n t r u s i o n  or  in c r e a s i n g  re s p e c t  f o r  
f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  would d i m i n is h  su p p o r t  f o r  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  
a g a i n s t  w i f e  abuse.  F a m i ly  p r i v a c y  was a ls o  c i t e d  as a main 
reason f o r  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Domestic  V io le n c e  
P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  (W e x le r  1 9 8 2 ) .
I t  t h e r e f o r e  may a l s o  be u s e f u l  t o  look a t  t h e  ty p e s  o f  
p o l i c i e s  t h e  s t a t e  has adopted  r e g u l a t i n g  th e  f a m i l y  and 
ad d res s in g  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  in  a re a s  o t h e r  than w i f e  abuse t o  
see i f  th e y  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  way a s t a t e  d e a ls  w i t h  
abuse in  th e  f a m i l y .  The p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  dichotomy between  
t h e  f a m i l y  and s o c i e t y ,  e v id e n c ed  in  spousal  immunity  
s t a t u t e s ,  and t h e  f i r s t  amendment p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  l a y  a l e g a l  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  not  
i n t e r f e r i n g  in  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s  and not  r e c o g n iz in g  women’ s 
r i g h t s  as an i n d i v i d u a l  in  t h e  f a m i l y  ( B a r i l o v i c h  1 9 8 4 ) .
For  exam ple ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a r r ia g e  c o n t r a c t  l e g a l l y  
commits p e o p le  t o  a s e r i e s  o f  d u t i e s ,  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  a r e  e n f o r c e d  by t h e  c o u r t s .  These laws v a ry  from s t a t e  
t o  s t a t e .  Wei tzman e t  a l  ( 1 9 8 3 )  o u t l i n e  f o u r  m a jor  f a m i l y  
respons i  b i 1 i t i e s .
1. The husband i s  t h e  head o f  household .  I m p l i c i t  in  
t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  home i s  h i s  d o m i c i l e .
2 .  The husband i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f a m i l y  su p p o r t  and 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n .
3.  The w i f e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  domest ic  s e r v i c e s ,  but  
n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  s h a re  in  t h e  husband’ s e a r n in g s  and 
p r o p e r t y .
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4 .  The w i f e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c h i l d c a r e ,  as  e v i d e n c e d  
by h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  c u s t o d y .
W h i l e  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  c h a n g in g  i n  some s t a t e s  and 
w i v e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e i r  h u s b a n d ’ s e a r n i n g s  and 
p r o p e r t y ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  among 
s t a t e s .  Many o f  t h e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  e i t h e r  
e x p l i c i t l y  o r  i m p l i c i t l y  p a r t  o f  w i f e  abuse  l a w s .  W i f e  
a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  a s s i g n s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  and c h i l d  c u s t o d y  t o  t h e  husband,  b u t  a l s o  d e n i e s  
him t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  h i s  w i f e .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
s ee  i f  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  o f  women i n  m a r r i a g e  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  o r  p r e d i c t i v e  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  abused w i v e s  w i t h i n  a  
s t a t e .
T h e r e  h a v e  been a fe w  s t u d i e s  t h a t  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  
a s p e c t s  o f  w i f e  a buse  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  Some o f  t h e s e  
l o o k  a t  p o l i c y  ( D a n i e l s  1 9 8 0 ; ,  o t h e r s  l o o k  a t  s e r v i c e s  
(K a lm u s s  and S t r a u s  1 9 8 3 ) ,  and o t h e r s  l o o k  a t  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  
o f  w i f e  a b u se  ( Y l l o  1 9 8 0 ) ,  v a r y i n g  r a t e s  o f  f e m i c i d e  ( S t r o u t  
1 9 8 7 a ;  1 9 8 7 b )  o r  h o m i c i d e  (B ro w n e  and W i l l i a m s ,  1 9 8 7 ) .
P o l i c y  and P ro g ra m s
D a n i e l s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  
more l i m i t e d  t h e  s cope  o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  o f  i t s  w i f e  
a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Kalmuss and S t r a u s  f o u n d  t h a t  e c o n o m ic ,
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p o l i t i c a l ,  and i n t e r e s t  g roup  v a r i a b l e s  e x p l a i n  5 3 *  o f  t h e  
v a r i a n c e  be tw een  s t a t e s  in  t h e  number o f  p rogram s f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women. The l e s s  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  
g r e a t e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f e m i n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  more  
s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  s h e l t e r s ,  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  b a t t e r e d  
women. P e r  c a p i t a  income had v i r t u a l l y  no e f f e c t  on 
s e r v i c e s  once  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  and i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  were  
c o n t r o l l e d  f o r .
S t a t u s  o f  Women
Y l l o  ( 1 9 8 0 )  d e v e l o p e d  a  g ro u p  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  t o  measure  
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  She measured  t h e  
e c o n o m ic ,  l e g a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  women.  
She t h e n  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women and t h e  l e v e l  o f  w i f e  a buse  i n  s t a t e s .  She fo u n d  a 
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d  
w i v e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b o th  a  low s t a t u s  o f  women and a h ig h  
s t a t u s  o f  women. S t o u t  ( 1 9 8 7 b )  b u i l t  on Y l l o ’ s a n a l y s i s  
u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  women i n d i c a t o r s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  f e m i c i d e  i n  a  s t a t e .  I n  a s i m p l e  b i v a r i a t e  
a n a l y s i s ,  she  a l s o  l o o k e d  a t  p o l i c y  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
women’ s e q u a l i t y  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f e m i c i d e  r a t e .
She f o u n d  t h a t  women’ s l e v e l  o f  unemployment  was p o s i t i v e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f e m i c i d e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
e co n o m ic  i n e q u a l i t y  p u t s  women a t  g r e a t e r  r i s k  o f  d e a t h  f ro m  
t h e i r  i n t i m a t e  p a r t n e r s .  She a l s o  f o u n d  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
women i n  m a n a g e r i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b s  was p o s i t i v e l y
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r e l a t e d  t o  f e m i c i d e ;  t h i s  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Y l l o ’ s f i n d i n g  
t h a t  as women’ s s t a t u s  r i s e s ,  v i o l e n c e  may be h i g h e r  a t  
l e a s t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m .
W h i l e  n o t  a l l  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  S t r o u t  d i d  
f i n d  t h a t  p o l i c y  f a c t o r s  w ere  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  l o w e r  l e v e l s  
o f  f e m i c i d e .  S t a t e s  w i t h  an ERA o r  f a i r  em plo ym ent  p o l i c i e s  
had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lo w e r  f e m i c i d e  r a t e s  t h a n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  
w i t h o u t  t h e  p o l i c i e s .  Equa l  pay la w s ,  p u b l i c  accommodat ion  
law s  and h o u s in g  laws w e re  a l s o  n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
f e m i c i d e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  S t r o u t  a l s o  lo o k e d  a t  s t a t e  w i f e  abuse  law s  
and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  f e m i c i d e .  She fo u n d  t h a t  t h o s e  
s t a t e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  c i v i l  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r s  had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lo w e r  f e m i c i d e  r a t e s  t h a n  t h o s e  
s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  l a w s .  She lo o k e d  a t  o t h e r  l e g a l  changes  
such as t h e  c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u s e ,  t h e  use  o f  
w a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t s ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  and s h e l t e r  f u n d i n g  
f i n d i n g  l o w e r  f e m i c i d e  r a t e s  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s ,  
b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e re  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
I n  a n o t h e r  s t u d y ,  S t r o u t  ( 1 9 8 7 a )  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  number  
o f  s h e l t e r s  and r a p e  c r i s i s  c e n t e r s  i n  a s t a t e  w ere  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  l o w e r  r a t e s  o f  f e m i c i d e  a t  t h e  
b i v a r i a t e  l e v e l .  I n  a s i m i l a r  s t u d y ,  Browne and W i l l i a m s  
( 1 9 9 0 )  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw e e n  r e s o u r c e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  i n  te r m s  o f  w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
s e r v i c e s ,  and r a t e s  o f  f e m a le -  p e r p e t u a t e d  p a r t n e r  h o m i c i d e ,
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which is  most l i k e l y  to  be in  s e l f  de fense  and in  response  
to  t h e i r  p a r t n e r ’ s p h y s ic a l  a g g re s s io n .  They found t h a t  
th e s e  homic ide  r a t e s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower  in s t a t e s  
hav ing  more w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  and s e r v i c e s .  These  
r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  l e g a l  changes do have an impact  on the  
l i v e s  o f  b a t t e r e d  women and i t  i s  ve ry  i m p o r t a n t  t o  know 
what f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c e  th e  a d o p t io n  o f  laws t h a t  h e lp  and 
p r o t e c t  b a t t e r e d  women.
In  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e r e  has been some debate  o v e r  th e  
r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  versus  s o c io -ec o n o m ic  
i n d i c a t o r s  in  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y .
M i t c h e l l ’ s ( 1 9 8 1 )  r e s e a rc h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
v a r i a b l e s  d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  depending on which p o l i c i e s  
a r e  be ing  examined .  There  has been v e ry  l i t t l e  re se a rch  
t h a t  looks a t  i n t e r e s t  groups ,  and t h e r e  has been no 
r e s e a rc h  t h a t  lo o k s  a t  how t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women in  a s t a t e  
i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  t y p e  o f  p o l i c i e s  adopted in  t h a t  s t a t e .
There  has a ls o  been no re s e a r c h  t h a t  u t i l i z e s  a c once pt  o f  
f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on s t a t e  l e v e l  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y . .  A un iq u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a rc h  w i l l  be t h e  
development o f  a  model t h a t  i n t e g r a t e s  a l l  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s .
Based on t h e  above re s e a r c h  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c t o r s  t h a t  
should  be in c lu d e d  in  a model a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  s t a t e  
v a r i a t i o n  in  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n .  These  
i n c lu d e  in d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  such as t h e  socioeconomic  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  th e  s t a t e .
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A t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  be p a i d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  a 
s t a t e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  g i v e  them r i g h t s  
w i t h i n  m a r r i a g e  and i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r .  What  t h e s e  
f a c t o r s  s h o u l d  do i s  p o i n t  t o  an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why some 
s t a t e s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  
why s t a t e s  v a r y  i n  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n .  A model s h o u ld  
i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  and a n a l y z e  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  
power o f  p r e d i c t i o n .  I t  may be t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e a s u re s  
t h a t  h a v e  p r e d i c t e d  w e l f a r e  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  do n o t  
p r o v e  as  u s e f u l  i n  a n a l y z i n g  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  womens’ 
r i g h t s  and w i f e  a b u s e  p o l i c y .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o o k i n g  a t  s t a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  
e x p l a i n  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  a d o p t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s ,  i t  may 
a l s o  be u s e f u l  t o  l o o k  a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  F a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  p o l i c i e s  
t h a t  e x p a n d  p o l i c e  p ow e rs  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  women may i n  be  
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
s h e l t e r  f u n d i n g .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  p o l i c i e s  r e q u i r e  v e r y  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  c o m m itm en ts  f r o m  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  and  
b u d g e t s .  T h e r e  h as  been v e r y  l i t t l e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  
l o o k s  a t  t h e  r o l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i c i e s  p l a y  i n  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  has been some 
t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  d o n e .  T h i s  i s  d i s c u s s e d  n e x t .
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C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  P o l i c y
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i c y  have a l s o  been used t o  
a n a l y z e  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  r e s p o n s e s .  B o n e p a r t h  ( 1 9 8 2 )  
t h e o r i z e s  t h a t  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y ,  d e g r e e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  and 
t h e  scope  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  i n f l u e n c e  w h e t h e r  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  be 
a d o p t e d .  P o l i c y  t h a t  has low v i s i b i l i t y ,  f i t s  w i t h  
p r e v a i l i n g  v a l u e s  and i n v o l v e s  n a r r o w  c o n c e r n s  i s  seen as  
h a v i n g  t h e  b e s t  chance  o f  a d o p t i o n .  Lowi ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  w h i l e  n o t  
m aking  p r e d i c t i o n s  a b o u t  a d o p t i o n ,  a l s o  c a t e g o r i z e d  p o l i c y  
f o c u s i n g  on p o l i c y  t y p e s .  H i s  t y p o l o g y  i n c l u d e s  
d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t e  b e n e f i t s  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g roups  in  t h e  fo rm  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s i d i e s ;  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s ,  w h e re  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t e s  
p r a c t i c e s  by i n d i v i d u a l s  and r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s ,  w he re  
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  f r o m  one g ro u p  t o  a n o t h e r .  
T a t a l o v i c h  and Daynes ( 1 9 8 4 )  m o d i f y  L o w i ’ s c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  
and i n c l u d e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s .
T h e s e  a r e  " p o l i c i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  t h e  use  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
m o d i f y  o r  r e p l a c e  s o c i a l  v a l u e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  and 
norms o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  b e h a v i o r  w i t h  new modes o f  c o n d u c t  
b a s e d  on l e g a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n s "  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p .  2 0 8 ) .  The d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e ,  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  was o r g a n i z e d  l o o s e l y  a ro u n d  
L o w i ’ s c a t e g o r i e s  and u t i l i z e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s .  W h i l e  L o w i ’ s e x a c t  c a t e g o r i e s  may be 
u s e f u l  f o r  some r e s e a r c h ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  use t h e  c o n c e p t
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o f  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  d e v e l o p e d  by T a t a l o v i c h  and 
D a ynes ,  d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s  f r o m  L o w i ,  and a t h i r d  p o l i c y  
a r e a ,  i n f o r m a t i o n a l .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h i s  f r a m e w o r k  a l l o w s  f o r  a c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  by t y p e  o f  
p o l i c y .  The f a c t o r s  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  
p o l i c i e s  may in  f a c t  be d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  
d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s .
W i f e  abuse p o l i c i e s  ha ve  tw o  f u n c t i o n s ,  t o  d e t e r  
v i o l e n c e  and t o  c r e a t e  new s o c i a l  norms t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
l a c k  o f  t o l e r a n c e  o f  v i o l e n c e .  I t  may be t h a t  s t a t e s  v a r y  
i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  t h e y  ha ve  a d o p t e d  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  may i n f l u e n c e  w h ic h  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  re s p o n s e  a  
s t a t e  p u r s u e s .
A Model o f  W i f e  Abuse P o l i c y  P r e d i c t i o n
D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  Model
The model used  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  grew o u t  o f  t h e  
t h e o r i e s  o f  w i f e  abuse  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  p o l - ic y  r e s e a r c h  
r e v i e w e d  a b o v e ,  and f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s .  P r e v i o u s  p o l i c y  
r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e s  c o n c e p t s  and i n d i c a t o r s  t h a t  have  been  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  
and t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d .  The t h e o r i e s  o f  w i f e  
abuse  w e re  h e l p f u l  i n  c a t e g o r i z i n g  t h e  t y p e s  o f  w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c y  t h e  s t a t e s  have  a d o p t e d .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  g oa l  o f  t h e
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f e m i n i s t  movement and th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  
v i o l e n c e  toward w ives  in  our  s o c i e t y .  T h is  re s e a rc h  
examines i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  addresses  any o f  th e  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  were i d e n t i f i e d  as c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  th e  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  o f  
w iv e s .  The i n c l u s i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  i s  a- unique  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  re se a rc h  t o  th e  f i e l d  o f  p o l i c y  
r e s e a r c h .  S ince  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  grew o u t  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
movement, t h i s  re s e a rc h  e m p i r i c a l l y  t e s t s  hypotheses  about  
th e  r o l e  o f  t h a t  movement in  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  passage o f  
p o l i  c y .
The Ro le  o f  F e m in is t  A n a ly s is
A unique  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
o f  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  t o  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s .  F e m in is t  
a n a l y s i s  i n v o lv e s  i n c l u d i n g  sexua l  i n e q u a l i t y  as a major  
f a c t o r  in  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  s o c i a l  problems and t h e  p o l i c y  
response t o  them. T h is  re s e a r c h  t h e r e f o r e  in c lu d e s  
i n d i c a t o r s  t h a t  look a t  t h e  r o l e  women p la y  i n  th e  p o l i c y  
making p rocess  and a ls o  p u ts  w i f e  abuse p o l i c i e s  in  th e  
c o n t e x t  o f  o t h e r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t e  women. T h is  
i n c lu d e s  s p e c i f i c  f a c t o r s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e  women in  
p o l i c y  making,  such as t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women in  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  women, such as a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .  The i n c l u s i o n  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s  i s  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  male  
d o m in a t io n  and power i n t o  t h e  b ro a d er  framework o f  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s .  F e m in is t  a n a l y s i s  focus es  on t h e  unequal
47
•
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
power  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  women and men i n  t h e  f a m i l y  and 
i n  s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h e r e f o r e  
t h e  model i n c o r p o r a t e s  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  
t h e s e  power d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  How does w i f e  a b u se  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  women’ s r i g h t s ?  . The  
p r e s e n c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  and o f  i t s e l f  s y m b o l i c a l l y ,  i f  
n o t  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  a l t e r s  t h e  power  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by d e -  
l e g i t i m i z i n g  t h e  h u s b a n d ’ s r i g h t  t o  use  f o r c e ,  and f o r c i n g  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m  t o  a c t i v e l y  i n t e r v e n e  i n  f a m i l y  
m a t t e r s .  The s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  women has  a lo n g  t r a d i t i o n  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  many c h a n g e s  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  W i f e  a b u se  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t .
T h e r e f o r e  t h e  model i n c l u d e s  o t h e r  m e a s u re s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women and s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  women as  
p r e d i c t o r s  o f  w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y .  The  r o l e  t h i s  c o n t e x t  o f  
e q u a l i t y  p l a y s  i n  g i v i n g  women r i g h t s  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  
e m p i r i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e d .
M e a s u r e s  o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  w e r e  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  
t h e  model t o  s e e  i f  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  f a m i l y  members i s  
p r o t e c t e d  by l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o r  i f  p r i v a c y  i s  m e r e l y  an e xc u s e  
t o  u p h o ld  m a le  d o m in a n c e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  
s t a t e s  a r e  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  n o t  i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  f a m i l y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e y  a l s o  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  and l i m i t  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  c h o i c e s .  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  e x a m in e s
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t h e  p a ra d o x  i n h e r e n t  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  b o th  
s e e k s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r o l e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  i n  s o c i e t y  and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  c o n t r o l  p r i v a t e  d e c i s i o n s  and b e h a v i o r s  o f  women.
F e m i n i s t s  h ave  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  
re s p o n s e  i s  an a t t e m p t  by t h e  s t a t e  t o  b o th  s u b o r d i n a t e  
women and f o c u s  on f a m i l y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  (Dobash & Dobash  
1979;  Y l l o  & B ogorad  1 9 8 8 ) .  Thus t h e  model i n c o r p o r a t e s  
measures  o f  women’ s r i g h t s  w i t h i n  m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  
some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  
a p p ro a c h  t o  women i n  t h e  f a m i l y .
T h e o r e t i c a l  and P r a c t i c a l  I m p l i c a t i o n s
From an e x c h a n g e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  seen  
as a r e s o u r c e  f o r  women. T h i s  r e s o u r c e  n o t  o n l y  p r o t e c t s  
the m ,  b u t  a l s o  g i v e s  them a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  o p t i o n s  o v e r  
t h e i r  f a m i l i a l  and l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  The f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  document  w h ic h  k i n d s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  have  been  
a d o p t e d .  Exchange t h e o r i s t s  ha ve  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s ,  and n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e i r  
a c t u a l  use t h a t  g o v e r n s  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h i s  
r e s e a r c h  a l s o  e x a m in e s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  
r e s o u r c e s .
W i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  
b o th  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  and p r e v a l e n c e  o f  w i f e  abuse  and t h e  l a c k  
o f  re s p o n s e  by t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  W h i l e  i t  i s  
beyond t h e  s cope  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n
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s h o u ld  re d u c e  t h e  r i s k  o f  harm t o  w i v e s  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the m .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  l o o k s  a t  w h a t  
f a c t o r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  
p o i n t s  o u t  p a t t e r n s  i n  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  
i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a p r a c t i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t '  f o r  
a c t i v i s t s  and p o l i c y  m a k e r s .  I f  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  women’ s 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and a c t i v i s m  o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  a s t a t e  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
a c t i v i s t s  may w a n t  t o  f o c u s  on i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  
women and l i b e r a l s  i n  o f f i c e .  I f  on t h e  o t h e r  h a nd ,  i t  
t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  p o o r  s t a t e s  h ave  a d o p te d  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  may p r o v i d e  a c t i v i s t s  w i t h  a g u i d e  as t o  
w h ich  k i n d s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  may s ucc e ed  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e s .
I n  summary,  t h e  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i a e s  some c l e a r  
i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  w h ic h  f a c t o r s  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  a model  
e x p l a i n i n g  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n  based on p a s t  r e s e a r c h  i n  o t h e r  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  
P r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  w i f e  abuse  and t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  need t o  i n c l u d e  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women and t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  
women i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  and r e s e a r c h  
on t h e  c a u s e s  o f  w i f e  abuse  p r o v i d e  some g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n s  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d o p t i o n  based  on t h e  power  
d i f f e r e n t i a l s  o f  men and women, and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  u t i l i t y  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  u l t i m a t e l y  e n d in g  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w i v e s .  
F e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  f a c t o r s  t h a t
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p l a c e  w i f e  a b u se  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  o t h e r  women’ s 
r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s  and i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  f a m i l i a l  r e g u l a t i o n  by 
t h e  s t a t e .
The Model
The model l o o k s  a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  f i v e  s e p a r a t e  t y p e s  
o f  f a c t o r s  on t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  w i f e  ab u se  l e g i s l a t i o n .
The f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  f a c t o r s  i s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  
s o c i o e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  a c o n t e x t  
u n i q u e  t o  e a c h  s t a t e  t h a t  c a n  be used t o  p r e d i c t  w h e t h e r  
s t a t e s  a d o p t  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  p o l i c y .  The g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t s  
and i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e .  C h a p t e r  t h r e e  d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  v a r i a b l e s  u s ed  t o  m e asure  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s .  The  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  
l e v e l  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The s e c o n d  t y p e s  
o f  f a c t o r s  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  v a r i a b l e s .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l  
v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r - p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  and a  m e as u re  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h ese  
f a c t o r s  h a ve  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been  used i n  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h .
T h e y  a r e  i n  a  s e n s e  c o n t e x t u a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  
t h e  s t a t e  i s  o r  i s n ’ t  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n .  
I n  t h i s  way t h e y  a r e  i n d i r e c t  " c a u s e s "  o f  p o l i c y .
The t h i r d  g ro u p  o f  f a c t o r s  f o c u s e s  on women and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ;  t h e s e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  
m a k in g  p r o c e s s  and c o u l d  be s a i d  t o  be d i r e c t  c a u s e s  o f  t h e
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p o l i c i e s .  T he se  f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  women’ s p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m ,  and f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y .
The f o u r t h  g ro u p  o f  f a c t o r s  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h o s e  m e a s u r in g  
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women. T h e se  f a c t o r s  a r e  c o n t e x t u a l  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  a r e  a l s o  i n d i r e c t  c a u s e s  o f  p o l i c y .  They  a r e  i n c l u d e d  
t o  e xam in e  w h e t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  w h ic h  women ha ve  h ig h  l e g a l  and  
econo m ic  s t a t u s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p r o t e c t  women f r o m  w i f e  a b u s e .
The l a s t  g ro u p  o f  f a c t o r s  d e a l s  w i t h  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  
and p r i v a c y .  T h e s e  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  how t h e  s t a t e  
r e g u l a t e s  p r i v a t e  f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b e h a v i o r s ,  and t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  women i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  assumed  
t o  be c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  w i f e  a buse  p o l i c i e s .  These  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  as  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a 
m easure  o f  f a m i l y  p o l i c y .  The tw o  s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  o f  
p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e  a r e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n t i - h o m o s e x u a l  
p o l i c i e s  and t h e  l e v e l  o f  a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  The s t a t e ’ s r e g u l a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  may p r o v i d e  an 
i n f o r m a t i v e  c o n t e x t  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y .
I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e r e  i s  no c o h e r e n t  e a s i l y  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  " f a m i l y  p o l i c y " ,  b u t  t h e  s t a t e  has  a d o p t e d  ways  
o f  r e g u l a t i n g  f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r .  T h e s e  ways i n c l u d e  a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s ;  m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  o f  women, w h ic h  a r e  based on  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  e x p l i c i t l y  g i v e s  women r i g h t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ;  and f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
r e g u l a t e s  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  f a m i l i e s  and s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r .
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W i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  
p o l i c y .  These f a c t o r s  h a v e  been i n c l u d e d  in  t h i s  model as  
p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  t o  t e s t  h y p o t h e s e s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  
o r  l a c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  
r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y .
The model e v a l u a t e s  t h e  d i r e c t  e f f e c t s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  
t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  model i s  e s t i m a t e d  f o r  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c y  t y p e s  and f o r  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  m e as u re s .  
F i g u r e  2 .1  i s  a d ia g r a m  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  model used i n  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .  I n  sum, t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  
c o n c e p t u a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  used as  p r e d i c t o r s  i n  t h e  m o d e l .  
The s p e c i f i c  v a r i a b l e s  used  t o  m e as ure  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  a r e  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .
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CHAPTER 3
METHODOLOGY & MEASUREMENT
In  t h e  p re c e d in g  c h a p t e r ,  v a r i o u s  approaches t o  
s tu d y in g  p o l i c y  outcomes in  th e  American s t a t e s  were  
d iscu ss ed .  S e v e ra l  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t io n s  a bout  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  and th e  
a d o p t io n  o f  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  were proposed.  T h is  
c h a p t e r  d e s c r ib e s  th e  methodology and d a t a  u t i l i z e d  in  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .  The c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  s e c t i o n s .
F i r s t ,  t h e  use o f  s t a t e s  as u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  i s  d is c u s s e d .  
Second, t h e  sources  o f  t h e  d a t a  a re  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h i r d ,  th e  
measurement o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  i s  d e s c r i b e d .  F o u r t h ,  th e  
s p e c i f i c  methodology t o  be used i s  d e s c r i b e d .
S t a t e s  as t h e  U n i t s  o f  A n a l y s i s
T h is  re s e a r c h  used t h e  50 s t a t e s  as th e  u n i t s  o f  
a n a l y s i s .  S t a t e s  were a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  two reas o n s .  F i r s t ,  
d e s p i t e  u n s u c c e s s fu l  a t t e m p t s  a t  th e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  (Ge lb  
1983; W e x le r  1 9 8 2 ) ,  p o l i c y  f o r  w i f e  abuse has been adopted  
a t  th e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  Second, s t a t e  l e v e l  d a t a  a r e  both  
abundant  and a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o m p a ra t iv e  s t u d i e s .
W h i le  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  sometimes seen as becoming 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  homogeneous due t o  media i n f l u e n c e  and th e
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g r e a t e r  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  
w id e  v a r i a b i l i t y  be tw e e n  t h e  s t a t e s  as  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  
u n i t s .  S t a t e s  do s h a r e  a common c u l t u r a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  d i f f e r  w i d e l y  i n  t h e i r  
s o c i a l  and e co n o m ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  and i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s .  ' For  
e x a m p l e ,  some s t a t e s ,  such as  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  have  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s ,  such  as  New 
H a m p s h i r e ,  have  c i t i z e n  l e g i s l a t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  l a r g e l y  
v o l u n t e e r .  Even t h e  method  o f  s e l e c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
c a n d i d a t e s  v a r i e s  by s t a t e .  Thomas Dye w r i t e s ,
T h e s e  [ p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l ]  d i f f e r e n c e s . . . a r e  an 
i m p o r t a n t  a s s e t  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
e n a b l e  us t o  s e a r c h  f o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  d i f f e r e n t  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and p o l i c y  o u tc o m e s .  (D y e  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  3 )
P o l i c i e s  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  v a r y  by
s t a t e  i n  b o t h  t h e i r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  and t h e  t y p e s  o f
p o l i c i e s  a d o p t e d ,  (L e rm a n  1 9 8 3 ;  S c h e c h t e r  1 9 8 2 ) .  To
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e
c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  w h ic h  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  a d o p t e d .  A number
o f  s t a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p o l i c i e s  j u s t  as  t h e y
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  i n  a g i v e n  s t a t e .  The se
p o l i c i e s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  u n d e r l y i n g  v a l u e s  a b o u t  w i f e  abuse
and t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m a r r i e d  women. M ars d en  w r i t e s ,
W i f e  b e a t i n g  i s  a c o m p le x  p r o b le m  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  much 
more t h a n  t h e  a c t  i t s e l f  o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  a  husband and a w i f e .  I t  has  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  women, t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  economy,  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  c r i m i n a l  and
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c i v i l  law and t h e  d e l i v e r y  s y s te m  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  
a g e n c i e s .  (M a rs d e n  1 9 7 8 ,  p.  1 1 6 ) .
M e t h o d o l o g i c a l l y ,  s t a t e s  a r e  r i c h  d a t a  s o u r c e s .  The  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Census r o u t i n e l y  c o l l e c t s  s t a t e  l e v e l  d a t a  on 
a v a r i e t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . D a t a  on f a m i l y  law and t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  women a r e  a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  NOW- 
LDEF in  t h e i r  S t a t e  by S t a t e  G u id e  t o  Women’ s Lega l  R i g h t s  
( 1 9 8 7 ) .  A f o c u s  on s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
more p o p u l a r  as  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  f o c u s  o f  U . S . A .  TODAY on 
s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s .
S in c e  d a t a  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  on each s t a t e ,  
t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  c o m p a r a b i l i t y  a r e  s m a l l  ( H i c k s  e t  a l  . 1 9 7 8 ) .  
The use o f  s t a t e s  a l s o  a l l o w s  d e s c r i p t i v e  and e m p i r i c a l  
c o m p a r is o n s  be tw ee n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  and o t h e r  s t a t e  l e v e l  
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  a d i v e r s e  number o f  p o l i c i e s  and 
p r o b l e m s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a  g r e a t e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  way s t a t e s  v a r y  and o p e r a t e .  T h i s  
s t u d y  i s  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s t a t e  
l e v e l  d a t a  a t  t h e  S t a t e  and R e g i o n a l  I n d i c a t o r s  A r c h i v e s  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e .  Numerous o t h e r  s t u d i e s  
h a ve  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  d a t a  s o u r c e  ( Y l l o  1 98 0 ;  F r a n k e l  1 982 ,  
1 9 8 8 ;  C o lb y  1 9 8 5 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  enough s t a t e s  t o  make t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  q u a n t i t a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  
r e a s o n a b l e  and f e a s i b l e  ( H i c k s  e t  a l . 1 9 7 8 ) .
57
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
SOURCES OF DATA
The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  come f r o m  a v a r i e t y  o f  
s o u r c e s .  The w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  d a t a  come f r o m  t h e  
C e n t e r  f o r  Women’ s P o l i c y  S t u d i e s  1983 s u r v e y  o f  s t a t e  w i f e  
abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  (R e s p o n s e  1 9 8 3 ) .  Much o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women and d e m o g ra p h ic  d a t a  come f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  and R e g i o n a l  
D a t a  A r c h i v e s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  F a m i l y  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e .  The d a t a  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  
come f ro m  s o u r c e s  such as  t h e  U . S .  C ensus ,  t h e  U . S .
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n ts ,  and  
t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  Women and P o l i t i c s  a t  R u t g e r s  U n i v e r s i t y .
See A pp e n d ix  A f o r  a c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  f o r  
each  i n d i c a t o r .
MEASUREMENT OF THE VARIABLES
W i f e  Abuse L e g i s l a t i o n
The d a t a  f o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e ,  w i f e  a b u s e  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  come f r o m  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  Women’ s P o l i c y  S t u d i e s  
1983 s t a t e  s u r v e y  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  (R e s p o n s e  1 9 8 3 ) .  
F or  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s :  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  and d i s t r i b u t i v e .  S o c i .  R e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  
i n c l u d e  c r i m i n a l  and c i v i l  l e g a l  r e f o r m  and p o l i c e
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pro ced u ra l  r e fo rm .  C r im in a l  s t a t u t e s  have been amended 
making w i f e  b e a t in g  a s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  w i th  
s p e c i f i c  f i n e s  and j a i l  s e n t e n c e s .  C i v i l  law has been 
reformed to  e n a b le  women t o  o b t a i n  p r o t e c t i o n  o rde rs  
independent o f  d i v o r c e  p r o c e e d in g s .  The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  these  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  p r o v id e  women w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  su p p o r t  in  
a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i n g  v i o l e n c e .  These o r d e r s  s e rv e  as a 
resource  f o r  women and g iv e  them some c o n t r o l  over  t h e i r  
s i t u a t i o n .  P o l i c e  p ro ced u res  have a l s o  been changed  
a l l o w i n g  p o l i c e  t o  make w a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t s  o f  t h e  abuser .  
Other  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  
p o l i c e  in  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  b a t t e r e d  woman, mandat ing t h a t  
th ey  t a k e  her  t o  a s h e l t e r  o r  in  o t h e r  ways p r o t e c t  her  from  
f u r t h e r  harm. There  a r e  f o u r  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s :  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  dom est ic  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ;  p o l i c e  re fo rm  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  and c r i m i n a l  law 
re fo rm .
I n f o r m a t i o n a l  P o l i c i e s  r e q u i r e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and 
r e p o r t i n g .  Some s t a t e s  mandate t h a t  a l l  r e p o r t s  o f  w i f e  
abuse made t o  t h e  p o l i c e  be k e p t  s e p a r a t e  from o t h e r  
c r i m i n a l  r e p o r t s .  O th e r  a g e n c ie s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h e l t e r s ,  
h o s p i t a l s ,  and w i f e  abuse t a s k  f o r c e s  a r e  a ls o  r e q u i r e d  t o  
keep reco rd s  o r  f i l e  r e p o r t s  on th e  in c id e n c e  o f  w i f e  abuse.  
Th is  documentat ion  o f  t h e  amount o f  w i f e  abuse i s  im p o r ta n t  
because s o l v i n g  problems i s  d i f f i c u l t  i f  t h e  s e v e r i t y  or  
e x t e n t  o f  th e  v i o l e n c e  remains  unknown o r  h id d e n .  Record ing
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t h e  amount  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  may a l s o  be i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s c a r c e  s t a t e  f u n d s  f o r  v i c t i m  s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  
i s  one i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m e a s u r e  u s e d .
D i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  w i f e  a b u s e  p r o g r a m s .  P a s s in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  
p r o t e c t  women i s  o n l y  a b e g i n n i n g ;  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f u n d s  t o  
im p le m e n t  p r o g r a m s  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y .  Two d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  
o f  f u n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  i n c l u d e d :  d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
by t h e  s t a t e  and a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  tw o  t y p e s  o f  c o m p o s i t e  m e asu res  a r e  used as  
d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s .  The f i r s t  t y p e  o f  c o m p o s i t e  w i l l  be a 
s i m p l e  a d d i t i v e  m e as u re  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  how much l e g i s l a t i o n  
any g i v e n  s t a t e  has  a d o p t e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  i n  a s e n s e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ’ l e g i s l a t i v e  a d o p t i o n .  The  
second t y p e  o f  c o m p o s i t e  i s  an i n d e x  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  how many 
o f  t h e  s i x  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  e ach  s t a t e  has  a d o p t e d .
T h i s  w i l l  m e a s u re  how many d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r  s u p p o r t  women h a v e  i n  a g i v e n  s t a t e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  a  p a r a l l e l  c o m p o s i t e  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
f r o m  1980  w i l l  be used t o  com pare  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
t h e  p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  o v e r  t i m e .  The c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u re s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  e x t e n s i v e  d e t a i l  i n  
C h a p t e r  4 .  T a b l e  3 . 1  c o n t a i n s  an o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c
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TABLE 3 -1  
WIFE ABUSE LEGIS LATIVE AREAS
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2 .  D o m e s t ic  R e l a t i o n s  L e g i s l a t i o n
3 .  P o l i c e  R e fo rm  L e g i s l a t i o n
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B. I n f o r m a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i o n
C. D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n
1.  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s
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D. C o m p o s i te  M e a s u re s
1.  T o t a l  L e g i s l a t i o n  C o m p o s i te
2 .  1983 C o m p o s i te
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l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a s  and t h e  t y p e s  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  t h e y  f a l l  
u n d e r .
P r e d i c t o r  M e a s u re s
The i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  used i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  grow  
o u t  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2 .  A u n i q u e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  
s o c io e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  
used i n  p a s t  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  
and c o n t e x t u a l  f a m i l y  p o l i c y  i n d i c a t o r s .  T he  f e m i n i s t  
i n d i c a t o r s  l o o k  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h e  r o l e  women p l a y  i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  and a t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  s t a t e s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  a r e  
i n c l u d e d .  The i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  
i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  
e x a m in e s  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  such  as w i f e  a b u s e .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  t h e  m ea s u re m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  f o l l o w s .  
S o c io e c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  I n d i c a t o r s
S o c io e c o n o m ic  S t a t u s .  The s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  a 
s t a t e  i s  m easured  by t h r e e  i n d i c a t o r s :  1 )  m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  p e r  c a p i t a  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  2 )  m e d ia n  f a m i l y  incom e ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  
and 3 )  p e r c e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  a b o ve  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  
Because  o f  m u l t i c o l  1 i n e a r i t y  among t h e s e  t h r e e  m e a s u re s  t h e y  
w ere  s t a n d a r d i z e d  by z s c o r e s  and added  t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m  a 
s i n g l e  i n d e x .  The i n d e x  has an a l p h a  r e l i a b i l i t y
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c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 8 6 9 8 .  I t  i s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  
r a n k  h i g h  on t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  i n d i c a t o r  w o u ld  be more 
l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  t h e  w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y  m e a s u r e s .
P e r c e n t  M e t r o .  The p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  r e s i d i n g  in  a 
m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  (SMSA) ( 1 9 8 0 )  i s  used  as an i n d i c a t o r  o f  
t h e  d e g r e e  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  a s t a t e .  I t  i s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  
t h a t  u r b a n  s t a t e s  w o u ld  be more l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  t h e  w i f e  
a buse  p o l i c y  m e a s u r e s .
I n d u s t r i a l i  z a t i o n . An i n d e x  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  e m p lo y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  and t h e  v a l u e  added  by 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  a s t a t e  i s  used as  a  m e as u re  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The m e a s u re  used i s  one d e v e l o p e d  by 
M organ  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  I t  i s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  more  
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  t h e  w i f e  a buse  
p o l i c y  m e a s u r e s .
P o l i t i c a l  C l i m a t e
P o l i t i c a l  C u l t u r e . The  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
i s  used  as  a m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y .  E l i z a r ’ s 
s c a l e  as  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  by S h a r k a n s k y  ( 1 9 6 9 )  i s  u s e d .  T h i s  
s c a l e  c l a s s i f i e s  s t a t e s  on a c o n t i n u u m  f r o m  m o r a l i s t i c  ( 1 )  
t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  ( 1 0 ) .  I n  s t a t e s  w i t h  a m o r a l i s t i c  c u l t u r e ,  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  seen  as  a  f o r c e  t o  p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  good,  
w h i l e  a  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  s t a t e  i s  more o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  
s t a t u s  q u o . L e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  w i f e  a b u s e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  be 
more l i k e l y  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  a l i b e r a l ,  m o r a l i s t i c  c u l t u r e .
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S t a t e s  t h a t  r a n k  low on E l i z a r ’ s s c a l e  would  be h y p o t h e s i z e d  
t o  be more l i k e l y  t o  h a ve  w i f e  a b u se  l e g i s l a t i o n .
I n t e r p a r t y  C o m p e t i t i o n .  C o m p e t i t i o n  i s  an i n d i c a t o r  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used i n  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h .
T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r c e  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  n eed s  o f  t h e  p o w e r l e s s  i n  s o c i e t y  
(Lockwood 1 9 8 3 ) .  To m e a s u re  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  D y e ’ s 
( 1 9 8 1 )  m easure  i s  u s e d .  W i f e  ab u se  p o l i c y  i s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  
t o  be more l i k e l y  i n  a c o m p e t i t i v e  s t a t e .
Women and t h e  P o l i t i c a l  S y s te m
T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m e a s u r e s  o f  women’ s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h ic h  f e m i n i s t  g o a l s  
a r e  m e t .
P e r c e n t  Women i n  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e s .  The p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  women i s  m e a s u re d  by t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  T h i s  m easures  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  women i n  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  s t a t e s  who
a r e  a c t u a l l y  a b l e  t o  v o t e  on w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  i s
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  w i t h  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by women i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would  be more  
l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
NOW M e m b e r s h i p . The s e c o n d  i n d i c a t o r  o f  women’ s 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  a  m e a s u re  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  i n  a s t a t e .  T h i s  i s  measured by t h e  
number o f  NOW members p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  women i n  a s t a t e .  NOW
r e p r e s e n t s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e s  s o c i a l
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chang e .  NOW i s  t h e  o n l y  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w orks  t o  
p u r s u e  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  f e m i n i s t  g o a l s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s i n g l e  
i s s u e  l i k e  a b o r t i o n .  NOW was a l s o  a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  b a t t e r e d  
women’ s movement h e l p i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s h e l t e r s .  I t  i s  
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  more NOW members p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  women in  
a s t a t e ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  have  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  V o t e . The t h i r d  i n d i c a t o r  o f  
f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  
i n d i c a t o r s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  I n s t e a d  o f  m e a s u r i n g  a b ro a d  
c o n c e p t  l i k e  l i b e r a l i s m ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o o k s  
a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  r e c e i v e  f r o m  s t a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  e l e c t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e .  F e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y  i s  
m easured by t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a s t a t e ’ s d e l e g a t i o n ’ s v o t e  on 
f e d e r a l  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  as  r a t e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women’ s 
P o l i t i c a l  Caucus i n  1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 6 .  These  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e  
a b o r t i o n ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  w e l f a r e  and o t h e r  e q u a l i t y  i s s u e s .
I t  i s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  ra n k  h i g h  on t h i s  
i n d i c a t o r  w ould  be more l i k e l y  t o  have w i f e  a buse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
S t a t u s  o f  Women I n d i c a t o r s
T h e se  i n d i c a t o r s  w e re  c r e a t e d  by Y l l o  ( 1 9 8 0 )  and 
r e c r e a t e d  by Sugarman and S t r a u s  ( 1 9 8 7 ) .  Components o f  
t h e s e  i n d i c e s  t h a t  do n o t  m easure  w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n  
ha ve  been combined i n t o  one  i n d e x  m e a s u r in g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women. The l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women w i t h i n  a s t a t e  i s  measured
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by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  s t a t u t e s ,  and  
eco n o m ic  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  F o r  e ac h  t y p e  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  s t a t e  had a d o p t e d ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a s c o r e  o f  
o n e .  A sum was t h e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e .  T h i s  
i n d i c a t o r  i s  c a l l e d  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women. I t  i s  
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  be more  
l i k e l y  i n  s t a t e s  w h e re  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i s  h i g h .  The  
s p e c i f i c  i n d i c a t o r s  i n  t h i s  i n d e x  a r e  i n  A p p e n d i x  B.
F a m i l y  R e g u l a t i o n  and P r i v a c y  I n d i c a t o r s .
T h e r e  a r e  two t y p e s  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  and t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  
i n c l u d e d  h e r e  t h a t  m ea s u re  t h e  s t a t e ’ s p o l i c e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
f a m i l y  and t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  home l i f e .  T h e s e  a r e  
p o l i c i e s  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  
f a m i l i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  f a m i l i e s .  T h e y  a r e  s i m i l a r  
i n  t h a t  s e n s e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  d e s c r i b e d  by 
T a t a l o v i c  and Daynes ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  W h i l e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  
p o l i c i e s  may n o t  be p r e d i c t i v e  o f  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  i n  
t h e  same way as  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a r e ,  
w h a t  t h e y  do i n d i c a t e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  s t a t e ’ s g e n e r a l  p o l i c i e s  t o w a r d  
t h e  f a m i l y .  They  a r e  a  u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
and p r o v i d e  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  f a c t o r s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
f a m i l y  p o l i c y  i n  a s t a t e .
S i n c e  w i f e  abuse  i s  s e e n  by some t h e o r i s t s  as  
p e r p e t u a t e d  by a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y ,  and a d e f e n s e
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o f  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y ,  v a r i a b l e s  were  
used t h a t  m e as u re d  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h ic h  t h e  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n e s  
i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  and p r o t e c t s  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be 
seen  as a f f e c t i n g  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  f r o m  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  o r  u p h o l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n a i  f a m i l y  
v a l u e s .  R e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a r i t a l  
r i g h t s ,  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  m e a s u r e s  and a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  m e as ure  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s t a t e s  
and w i l l  be l o o k e d  a t  as  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i c a t o r s .
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s . T h i s  i n d e x  m e a s u re s  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  
c o n c e r n  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m a r r i e d  women. P o l i c i e s  i n  t h i s  
i n d e x  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  t h a t  g i v e  m a r r i e d  women r i g h t s  t h a t  
d i f f e r  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  m a r r i e d  men. T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  p o l i c i e s  
w ere  among t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  women’ s r i g h t s  l a w s  pa ss e d  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  i n d e x  p r o v i d e s  a  m e as u re  o f  m a r r i e d  
womens’ a u to n o m y .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  i n d e x  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  p r o v i d e s :  1)  w i f e ’ s p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  a r e  u n r e s t r i c t e d ,
2 )  w i f e  d o e s  n o t  h a ve  t o  c h a n g e  h e r  m a id e n  name, 3 )  w i f e ’ s 
r i g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a s e p a r a t e  d o m i c i l e ,  4 )  husband and w i f e  
may sue  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y ,  and 5 )  husband  and w i f e  may sue  
f o r  l o s s  o f  c o n s o r t .  Each i n d i c a t o r  i s  a  dummy v a r i a b l e  and  
t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  w e r e  summed t o  c r e a t e  t h e  i n d e x .  The  
r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  has an a l p h a  o f  . 2 9 1 2 .
W h i l e  t h i s  a l p h a  i s  s h a k y ,  t h e  i n d e x  i s  i n c l u d e d  f o r  
tw o  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  w h a t  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  may
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i n d i c a t e  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  have  n o t  been c o n s i s t e n t  in  
g i v i n g  m a r r i e d  women r i g h t s .  H o w e ve r ,  t h i s  a d d i t i v e  in d e x  
i s  an a c t u a l  m easure  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  m a r r i e d  women have i n  t h e  
s t a t e s  and c o u l d  be e a s i l y  r e c o n s t r u c t e d , so i n  t h a t  sense  
i t  i s  a r e l i a b l e  m e a s u r e .  S econd ,  one o f  t h e  u n iq u e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  
c o n t e x t u a l  p o l i c y  f a c t o r s  as  p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s .  W i f e  
abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  b a t t e r e d  women 
s p e c i f i c  r i g h t s  and m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  i n  a sen se  
p a r a l l e l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h e re  t h e  s t a t e  has a l s o  e x p l i c i t l y  
g i v e n  m a r r i e d  women s p e c i f i c  l e g a l  r i g h t s .
A l l  m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  f r o m  1 9 8 0 .  I t  i s  
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  i n  s t a t e s  w h e re  m a r r i e d  women have more  
r i g h t s  t h e y  w o u ld  a l s o  be more l i k e l y  t o  e x t e n d  t h o s e  r i g h t s  
t o  v i c t i m s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e .
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y .  T h e r e  a r e  tw o p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e d  in  
t h i s  m e a s u re :  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  sodomy s t a t u t e s  ( 1 9 8 5 )  and 
a b se n c e  gay r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  w h ic h  p r o h i b i t s  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  f a m i l y  f o r m .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  
a p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  f a m i l y  fo rm s  an 
an u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p r o t e c t  a l t e r n a t i v e  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  
i n d i c a t o r  c o u l d  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  be r e l a t e d  i n  e i t h e r  
d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  w i f e  abuse  m e a s u r e s .  The tw o  t y p e s  o f  
p o l i c i e s  w e r e  coded as  dummy v a r i a b l e s  and t h e n  summed 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  e ac h  s t a t e .
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A b o r t i o n  R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .  A b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  i s  
measured by t h e  number o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on women’ s a c c e s s  t o  
a b o r t i o n  i n  each s t a t e  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .
T h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  p r e s e n t  a c h a l l e n g e  
be caus e  o f  t h e  p a r a d o x  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  w ing  and 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y . '  A b o r t i o n  
r i g h t s ,  women’ s r i g h t s  and gay  r i g h t s  a r e  a l l  v e h e m e n t l y  
opposed by t h e s e  f a c t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  sense  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
i n d i c a t o r s  w h ich  a r e  made up o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c i e s  c o u ld  
be seen  as  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  o r  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  on women and t h e  f a m i l y  in  a 
s t a t e .  On t h e  one h a nd ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  espoused  
by t h e s e  a c t i v i s t s  i s  one o f  l i m i t e d  g o v e rn m e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  and c i t i z e n s .  R e s t r i c t i n g  
a b o r t i o n ,  h a v in g  sodomy s t a t u t e s  and l i m i t e d  r i g h t s  f o r  
m a r r i e d  women would  be seen  as  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  
t h e s e  a c t i v i s t s  have  a l s o  t a k e n  a v o c a l  r o l e  i n  " p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  A m e r ic a n  F a m i l y " ,  and t h e r e f o r e  one m i g h t  e x p e c t  t h a t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  d i d  h ave  t h e s e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  w ould  a l s o  
p r o t e c t  women and ha ve  w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n .
I f  a s t a t e  has a  c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y  o f  n o t  i n t e r f e r i n g  
i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e n  one w o u ld  e x p e c t  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  d i d  
n o t  ha ve  sodomy s t a t u t e s  and d i d  have  s t a t u t e s  t h a t  
p r o t e c t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  gays  w o u ld  n o t  h a ve  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  A l s o ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t  a b o r t i o n  w ould  be
» '
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seen as having w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  because both o f  these  
types  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n v o l v e  s t a t e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  the  
f a m i l y .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  however ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  could  go 
t h e  o t h e r  way. I f  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  seen as a 
p r o g r e s s iv e  p o l i c y  and a women’ s r i g h t s  p o l i c y ,  th en  one 
would ex p e c t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  
and w i f e  abuse t o  be p o s i t i v e ,  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  and w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  to  be 
n e g a t i v e .  W h i le  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r p r e t ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between th e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  and w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  p r o v id e  a 
v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h .
T a b le  3 . 2  c o n t a i n s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  the  
independent  v a r i a b l e s  d e s c r i b e d  above,  and t h e i r  
h y p o th e s iz e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  dependent measures.  
Appendix C c o n t a i n s  a c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x  o f  a l l  t h e  
v a r i a b l e s  used in  th e  r e s e a r c h .
V a l i d i t y  and R e l i a b i l i t y
The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  composi te  measures was assessed  
w i t h  t h e  SPSS-X program r e l i a b i l i t y .  P o t e n t i a l  problems  
w i t h  some o f  t h e  measures was d iscussed  above.  V a l i d i t y  i s  
th e  " e x t e n t  t o  which any measur ing  in s t r u m e n t  measures what
i t  i s  in te n d e d  t o  m easu re .............. Thus one v a l i d a t e s  not th e
measur ing in s t r u m e n t  i t s e l f  b u t  th e  measur ing in s t r u m e n t  in  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  purpose f o r  which i t  i s  be ing  used"
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MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, PREDICTED RELATIONSHIPS 
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES
Standard Predicted
Label Mean Deviation Relationship
Socio-economic Development
Socio-econcmic status Index c 1.00 f
Percent Metro 61.27 22.34 +
In d u s tr ia l iz a t io n  Index 0 1 .00 +
P o l i t ic a l  Climate
P o l i t ic a l  Culture 4.38 2.60 -
In te rp arty  Competition 2.36 . 72 +
Women in the P o l i t ic a l  Svstem 
Percent Women State
Legislators 13.11 6.18 +
NOW Membership 2395.72 3990.52 +
Feminist National Vote 50.48 21.17 +
Status of Women
Legal Status of Women Index 4.75 2.2 4-
Family Regulation & Privacy
M a r i ta l ’ Rights 2.62 .80
Family Privacy 1.24 .72 + / -
Abortion Restrictiveness 5.24 3.44 + / -
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( C a r m in e s  & Z e l l e r  1 9 7 9 : 1 7 ) .  Many o f  t h e  measures  used i n  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  
and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  m e a s u r e s ,  ha ve  been used e x t e n s i v e l y  
i n  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  and a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  v a l i d  measures  o f  
t h e i r  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t s .  The m e a s u re s  o f  women’ s p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and t h e  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  
i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  a b i t  more p r o b l e m a t i c .
W h i l e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  i s  
a v e r y  d i r e c t  m e asure  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
women, t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t  g roups  b e s i d e s  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  Women (NOW). A t t e m p t s  w ere  
made t o  c o l l e c t  d a t a  on t h e  a c t i v i s m  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s 
movement i n  eac h  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s  because  u n l i k e  NOW 
t h e r e  i s  no l a r g e  c e n t r a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a t  c o l l e c t s  s t a t e  
m embership  d a t a .  I f  t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  had e x i s t e d  i t  m ig h t  
have  been a more v a l i d  m e as ure  o f  t h e  a c t i v i s m  b r o u g h t  t o  
b e a r  on s t a t e  p o l i c y  m ak ing  b o d i e s  on b e h a l f  o f  b a t t e r e d  
women. NOW, h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  m u l t i - i s s u e  women’ s 
r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and was t h e  f i r s t  t o  p u b l i c l y  i d e n t i f y  
w i f e  abuse  as  a  p r o b le m  and t a k e  s t e p s  t o  r e c t i f y  i t  
( S c h e c h t e r  1 9 8 2 )  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b e s t  i n d i c a t o r  
a v a i l a b l e .
The f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  
v a l i d  m e asure s  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  s t a t e s  have  t a k e n  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  They 
h o w e v e r ,  may a l s o  be i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  in
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a s t a t e ,  o r  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  a b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g roups  t o  
g e t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  a g en d as  e n a c t e d  i n t o  p o l i c y .  For  t h e s e  
reas ons  t h e i r  use  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  e x p l o r a t o r y  in  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .
D a t a  A n a l y s i s  T e c h n iq u e s
The d i r e c t  e f f e c t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  
on each p o l i c y  m e a s u r e ,  e x c e p t  t h e  f u n d i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  was 
e v a l u a t e d  w i t h  o r d i n a r y  l e a s t  s q u a r e s  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n .  
L o g i t  r e g r e s s i o n  was used t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  two f u n d i n g  m easures  w h ich  a r e  
both  d ic h o to m o u s  v a r i a b l e s .  A f t e r  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  was 
c o m p le te d  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  have  a 
r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  e q u a l  t o  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  w ere  
dropped  f ro m  t h e  f i n a l  m o d e l .  F i g u r e  3 . 1  c o n t a i n s  a d ia g r a m  
o f  t h e  model w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a r e  used i n  
t h e  r e s e a r c h .
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CHAPTER 4.
STATE AND REGIONAL PATTERNS IN  
WIFE ABUSE POLICY ADOPTION
W h i l e  women t o d a y  e n j o y  i n c r e a s i n g  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  and  
r e c o u r s e  f r o m  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  home, c o n c e r n  f o r  b a t t e r e d  
w i v e s  and a t t e m p t s  a t  l e g a l  r e f o r m  h a v e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
h i s t o r y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  an h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  f o r  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  and  
d e s c r i b e s  w h a t  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  e x i s t s  t o d a y .  The  
h i s t o r i c a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s  and t h e  p ro p o s e d  o r  
a c t u a l  p o l i c y  s o l u t i o n s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  c h a p t e r .  The s ec o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  e x a m in e s  how 
s t a t e s  have  v a r i e d  i n  t h e  e x t e n t  and t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a d o p t e d  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  The c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  m e a s u re s  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d .  Then t h e  
s t a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  on e a c h  o f  t h e s e  m e a s u re s  w i l l  be 
d i s c u s s e d  and t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  
w i l l  be e x a m i n e d .  N e x t ,  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d .  L a s t ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s t a t u s  w i l l  be e v a l u a t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l e g a l  
c o n t e x t  and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women.
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H i s t o r y  o f  W i f e  Abuse P o l i c y
H i s t o r i c a l l y  w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  A m er ican  s t a t e s  
has v a r i e d  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  ( P l e c k
1 9 8 7 ) .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  o r  a d o p t e d ,  i t s  f o c u s  and 
e n f o r c e m e n t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n c e r n s  and movements o f  
s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w i f e  abuse was used as a 
re a s o n  t o  s u p p o r t  d i v o r c e  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  1850s and as a 
re a s o n  f o r  s t r i c t e r  a l c o h o l  c o n t r o l  by t h e  te m p e ra n c e  
movement.  W h i l e  t h e r e  was i n t e r m i t t e n t  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  
w i f e  a b u s e ,  i t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  t h e  1 97 0 s  t h a t  t h e r e  was any  
r e a l  p r o g r e s s  and l e g a l  c h a n g e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .
H o w ever ,  t h e  i s s u e  d i d  n o t  s u d d e n ly  emerge f r o m  nowhere  
i n  t h e  1970s  w i t h  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  i n  w h ic h  t h e  c u r r e n t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d .  P a s t  f e m i n i s t  movements were  a l s o  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  v i o l e n c e  i n  women’ s l i v e s ,  p r o p o s i n g  l e g a l  
r e m e d i e s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  lo o k  a t  w h a t  t y p e s  o f  
s o l u t i o n s  w e re  p r o p o s e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w ere  a d o p t e d ,  and how 
p o l i c y  a d v o c a t e s  t o d a y  can l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  p ro b le m s  t h e i r  
h i s t o r i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  e x p e r i e n c e d .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  l o o k  
a t  t h e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  w i f e  a b u s e  f r o m  t h e  1600s t o  t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  
f o c u s i n g  on f e m i n i s t  s o c i a l  movem ents ,  who t h e  a d v o c a t e s  
w e r e ,  and w h a t  ch an g es  t h e y  s u g g e s t e d .  T h e r e  has been a 
s h i f t  f ro m  a c o n c e r n  w i t h  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  f r e e i n g
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women f ro m  m a r r i a g e  t o  p r o t e c t i n g  and r e s p o n d in g  t o  women’ s 
p ro b le m s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  l e g a l l y  m a r r i e d .
I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h i s t o r i c a l 1y , husbands had a l e g a l  
r i g h t  t o  c o n t r o l  and p u n i s h  t h e i r  w i v e s .  W iv es  were  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  husbands,  and b e a t i n g  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o r  
p u n is h m e n t  p u rp o s e s  was e x p l i c i t l y  p e r m i t t e d  ( D a v i d s o n  1978 ;  
Dobash & Dobash 1 9 7 9 ) .  B l a c k s t o n e ’ s H i s t o r y  o f  Common Law 
i n c l u d e d  t h e  " r u l e  o f  th u m b " ;  husbands c o u l d  b e a t  t h e i r  
w iv e s  as long  as t h e y  used a s w i t c h  no b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e i r  
thumb ( C a l v e r t  1 9 7 4 ) .  M a r r i e d  women l i t e r a l l y  became non 
e n t i t i e s  u n d er  t h e  l a w .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  w i f e  c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  
any l e g a l  a c t i o n  f o r  i n j u r i e s  t o  h e r  o r  h e r  p r o p e r t y  
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  i n f l i c t e d  by h e r  h u s b a n d .  (Cook 1 9 8 3 ) .
D u r i n g  c o l o n i a l  t i m e s ,  f r o m  1640 t o  1 6 8 0 ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  
o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  f i r s t  law s  a g a i n s t  w i f e  
b e a t i n g .  These laws r e f l e c t e d  t h e  P u r i t a n ’ s r e l i g i o u s  
p r i n c i p l e s  and t h e i r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i d e a l s  ( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ) .  The  
laws  w e re  d e s ig n e d  t o  p ro m o te  harmony i n  t h e  community  and 
p r e s e r v e  t h e  f a m i l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  e x p l i c i t l y  p r o t e c t  women.
The n e x t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  women 
came d u r i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  t i m e s .  I n  1776 w h i l e  t h e  U .S .  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  was b e i n g  d r a f t e d ,  A b i g a i l  Adams w r o t e  t o  h e r  
husband John a s k i n g ,
I n  t h e  new code o f  l a w s . . . . I  d e s i r e  you w ould  
Remember t h e  L a d i e s . . . . D o  n o t  p u t  such u n l i m i t e d  
power i n t o  t h e  hands o f  h u s b a n d s .  Remember a l l  
men w ould  be t y r a n t s  i f  t h e y  c o u l d .  I f  p e r t i c u l a r  
( s i c )  c a r e  and a t t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  p a i d  t o  t h e  L a d i e s
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we a re  d e te rm in e d  t o  fom ent  a R e b e l l i o n  (Adams, 
in Rossi  1 9 7 3 : 1 0 - 1 1 ) .
I t  would be 100 y ea rs  l a t e r  b e f o r e  A b i g a i l ’ s r e v o l u t i o n  took  
r o o t  and became a s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  f o r c e .
The p e r io d  from 1840 t o  1890 was a h igh  p o i n t  f o r  
i n t e r e s t  in  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w iv e s .  I n  th e  
Antebe l lum  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  f i r s t  wave o f  th e  f e m i n i s t  
movement was a c t i v e ,  t h e  abuse o f  w ives  became a concern o f  
a wide group o f  p e o p le .  F e m i n i s t s  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women were concerned a bout  th e  
e x t e n t  o f  w i f e  abuse and t h e  l a c k  o f  re course  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
b a t t e r e d  w ive s  ( B a r r y  1 9 8 8 ) .  Many o f  t h e  women were  
in v o lv e d  in  both  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  s u f f r a g e  and t h e  temperance  
movement. As p a r t  o f  t h e i r  fo c u s  on e x t e n d in g  women’ s 
r i g h t s  and d i v o r c e  r e f o r m ,  f e m i n i s t s  used t h e  temperance  
movement and t h e  problem o f  drunken husbands a t t e m p t i n g  
w i t h o u t  success t o  pass l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  c r u e l t y  
as a grounds f o r  d i v o r c e .  Both E l i z a b e t h  Cady S ta n to n  and 
Susan B. Anthony ment ioned  w i f e  abuse in  t h e i r  speeches  
( P l e c k ,  1 9 8 7 ) .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  Women’ s R ig h t s  C on v en t io n  in  
Seneca F a l l s ,  N . Y . , two o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  mentioned th e  
b a t t e r e d  w i v e s ’ need f o r  l e g a l  r e c o u r s e .  Anthony  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an underground r a i l r o a d  f o r  abused w ives  
h e l p in g  t h e  w i f e  o f  a p o l i t i c i a n  escape t o  Canada ( B a r r y
1 9 8 8 ) .
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By 1 8 4 4 ,  a fe w  s t a t e s  began e x t e n d i n g  t o  women some 
l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  by p a s s i n g  M a r r i e d  Woman’ s A c t s  (C ook  1 9 8 3 ) .  
T h ese  s t a t u t e s  gave  women c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and t h e  
r i g h t  t o  sue  o r  be sued,. T e c h n i c a l l y  t h e s e  laws gave  women 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  sue  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r i e s ,  b u t  t h e  c o u r t s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p p l y  i n t e r s p o u s a l  i m m u n i t y  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  
p ro m o te  d o m e s t i c  harmony (C ook  1 9 8 3 ) .  C o u r t s  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  s u p p o r t  h u s b a n d ’ s r i g h t s .  By 1 8 6 0 ,  b o t h  A la b am a  and  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  had pa s s e d  la w s  t o  p r o h i b i t  w i f e  b e a t i n g ,  b u t  
t h e r e  was no r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  la w s  o r  p r e v e n t  
c r u e l t y  t o w a r d  w i v e s  (Roy  1 9 7 7 ) .  As l a t e  as  1 8 6 7 ,  t h e  
A p p e l l a t e  C o u r t  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  u p h e l d  t h e  h u s b a n d ’ s r i g h t  
t o  p h y s i c a l l y  p u n i s h  h i s  w i f e  ( P a g e l o w  1 9 8 4 ;  S t r a u s  1 9 7 6 ) .  
V i o l e n c e  was s e e n  as  a p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  m a t t e r .  Laws a t  t h i s  
t i m e  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  m a le  d o m i n a n t  b i a s  
o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  ( S t r a u s  1 9 7 6 ) .  Women i n  m ost  s t a t e s  c o u l d  
own no p r o p e r t y  and s i g n  no c o n t r a c t s ,  so t h e y  had v e r y  few  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  s t a y i n g  i n  a v i o l e n t  m a r r i a g e  .
Women d i d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  some o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  passe d  
by t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  movement.  W h i l e  no c o u r t  a l l o w e d  women t o  
s u e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  f o r  damages ,  by 1 8 7 3 ,  New Y o r k  and  
A r k a n s a s  became t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e s  t o  pass  la w s  g i v i n g  an 
i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s u e  t h e  s a l o o n k e e p e r  f o r  damages  
f r o m  an a s s a u l t  c o m m i t t e d  by an i n t o x i c a t e d  p e r s o n  ( P l e c k  
1 9 8 7 ) .  E v e n t u a l l y  t w e n t y  s t a t e s  e n a c t e d  s i m i l a r  
l e g i s l a t i o n .
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Lucy S t o n e ,  an a c t i v e  f e m i n i s t  and te m p e ra n c e  r e f o r m e r ,  
and h e r  husband H e n ry  B l a c k w e l l ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  a l s o  t o o k  
up t h e  cause  o f  abused  w i v e s  i n  h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e  Woman’ s 
J o u r n a l , n o t i n g  t h a t  b e a t e n  dogs had more p r o t e c t i o n  th a n  
b e a t e n  w i v e s .  U n l i k e  S t a n t o n  and A n t h o n y ,  she opposed  
d i v o r c e  r e f o r m .  She saw a b u se  as  a f o r m  o f  " d o m e s t ic  
t y r a n n y  t h a t  grew o u t  o f  a h u s b a n d ’ s o w n e r s h ip  o f  h i s  w i f e  
as a fo rm  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  as  w e l l  as  f ro m  in t e m p e r a n c e "  
( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ,  1 0 3 ) .  S to n e  a t t e m p t e d  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  1 88 3 ,  and 1891 
t o  pass  a law i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w h ic h  gave  b a t t e r e d  w iv e s  a 
r i g h t  t o  a p p l y  a t  a n e ig h b o r h o o d  p o l i c e  c o u r t  f o r  a l e g a l  
s e p a r a t i o n  and an o r d e r  r e q u i r i n g  a husband t o  pay a l i m o n y  
and c h i l d  s u p p o r t  and a w a r d i n g  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  ( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ) .  
T h i s  s o l u t i o n  a v o i d e d  d i v o r c e  and t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t s  w h i l e  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  econo m ic  dep en d en c e  women had on t h e i r  
hu s b a n d s .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  f a i l e d  a l l  t h r e e  t i m e s  l e a v i n g  
S t o n e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e  
needed  t o  be o v e r t h r o w n .
W h i l e  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement o f  t h e  c i v i l  war  e r a  d i d  
t r y  t o  draw p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  w i f e  abuse  
and t o  change  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  women’ s r i g h t s  a d v o c a t e s  were  
n o t  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  a f e m i n i s t  movement i s  
a l s o  no g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be c o n c e r n  a b o u t  abused  
w i v e s .  The s u f f r a g e  movement w h ic h  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  t h e  1890s  
u n t i l  t h e  end o f  W o r ld  War I  had no i n t e r e s t  i n  v i o l e n c e  
a g a i n s t  w i v e s  ( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ) .
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The 1920s saw t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f a m i l y  c o u r t s  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  f a m i l y  p ro b le m s  and c r i m e s .  T h e i r  goa l  was 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  F a m i l y  
v i o l e n c e  was n o t  a m a jo r  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e s e  c o u r t s ,  b u t  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  and t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h e y  f o s t e r e d  
a f f e c t e d  how f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  w o u ld  be h a n d le d  in  t h e  f u t u r e .  
By s h i f t i n g  t h e  e m p h as is  o f  f a m i l y  p ro b le m s  t o  a new c o u r t  
s y s t e m ,  f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  was i n  e s s e n c e  s e p a r a t e d  
c o n c e p t u a l l y  and p r a c t i c a l l y  f r o m  n o n - f a m i l i a l  a s s a u l t .
W h i l e  i n  t h e  1960s f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  c h i l d  
abuse  s u r f a c e d  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  p ro b le m ,  i t  w a s n ' t  
u n t i l  t h e  mid 1970s  t h a t  w i f e  a buse  a g a i n  g o t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
i t  had i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  F e m i n i s t  g roups  f i g h t i n g  
p r o b le m s  such as d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  econo m ic  i n e q u i t y ,  t h e  l a c k  
o f  c h i l d  c a r e ,  and ra p e  g r a d u a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
w i f e  a b u se .  Members o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  Women 
f o r m e d  t a s k  f o r c e s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p r o b le m  and p r o v i d e  
a s s i s t a n c e  and s h e l t e r  t o  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  F e m i n i s t  l a w y e r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  New Y o r k ,  began t o  p u t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  
p o l i c e ,  p r o s e c u t o r s  and c o u r t s  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  women.
By 1 9 7 6 ,  new w i f e  a b u s e  la w s  w e re  passed a t  t h e  s t a t e  
l e v e l .  The law s  f o c u s e d  on p r o v i d i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  s h e l t e r s  
and s e r v i c e s ,  i m p r o v i n g  r e p o r t i n g  and r e c o r d k e e p i n g ,  
r e p e a l i n g  t h e  s p o u s a l  im m u n i t y  s t a t u t e s ,  and f o c u s i n g  on 
p o l i c e  and t h e  c o u r t s  (R e s p o n s e  1 9 7 9 ) .  A t  f i r s t ,  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t i n g  women f r o m  v i o l e n c e  was l i m i t e d  t o
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m a rr ie d  women. Abused women could  f i l e  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  or  
d i v o r c e ,  and d u r i n g  t h e  dom est ic  r e l a t i o n s  ( f a m i l y  c o u r t )  
pro ceed in g s ,  th e y  c o u ld  g e t  an i n j u n c t i o n  o r d e r in g  the  
abuser t o  r e f r a i n  f rom  f u r t h e r  b a t t e r i n g .  In  some cases the  
c o u r t  could  a ls o  o r d e r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  a l im o n y ,  and award 
c h i l d  cu s to d y .  However,  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  on ly  
in  th e  case o f  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  or  l i f e  endangerment (Lerman 
19 8 1 ) .
There  have been s i g n i f i c a n t  changes s in c e  t h a t  t im e .  
Hundreds o f  h o t l i n e s ,  s h e l t e r s  and s a f e  homes f o r  b a t t e r e d  
women and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  have been e s t a b l i s h e d .  T e c h n ic a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  and t r a i n i n g  programs f o r  human s e r v i c e  
p e r s o n n e l ,  p o l i c e  d e p a r tm e n ts  and ju d g e s  have been 
implemented.  P o l i c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and powers have been 
expanded. The burden i s  now on th e  s t a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  
b a t t e r e d  women and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  end t h e  v i o l e n c e .  The r e s t  
o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  examines t h e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  le g a l  change a t  
t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  t h a t  has o c c u r re d  as o f  1983.  C hapter  5 
w i l l  examine what a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  v a r i a t i o n  in  t h e  response  
o f  t h e  s t a t e s .
Types o f  W i f e  Abuse L e g i s l a t i o n
The C e n t e r  f o r  Women’ s P o l i c y  S t u d ie s  (CWPS) has 
compi led  a l i s t i n g  o f  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  adopted by th e  
s t a t e s  as o f  1983 ( Response 1 9 8 3 ) .  T h i s  l i s t i n g  i s  an
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u p d a t e  o f  a 1981 s u r v e y .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
s u r v e y  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n t a c t s  i n  each  s t a t e ,  
and t h e n  v e r i f i e d  i n  tw o  law  l i b r a r i e s .  L e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  
as o f  J u l y  1983 i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  
i s  g rouped  by t h e  CWPS i n t o  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s :  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n , w h ic h  a r e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  t o  an 
a b u s e r  by a c o u r t  r e q u i r i n g  h im t o  c hang e  h i s  b e h a v i o r ;  
d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ic h  a l l o w  c o u r t s  t o  i s s u e  
t e m p o r a r y  o r d e r s  u n t i l  t h e  d i v o r c e  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  a r e  
f i n i s h e d ;  p o l i c e  r e f o r m , w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  i n c r e a s i n g  p o l i c e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p o w e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r r e s t ;  c r i m i n a l  law  
r e f o r m , w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  m a k in g  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  a  s e p a r a t e  
o f f e n s e ,  and t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  p e n a l t i e s ;  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  
1e g i s i a t i o n . w h ic h  m a n d a t e s  b o t h  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a t a  o r  
f i l i n g  o f  r e p o r t s  a n d ;  f u n d i n g  o f  s h e l t e r s  and s e r v i c e s  f o r  
v i c t i m s  and a b u s e r s .
The a bove  c a t e g o r i e s  d e v e l o p e d  by CWPS can be 
r e a r r a n g e d  i n t o  t h e  p o l i c y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p e d  
by Lowi ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  and m o d i f i e d  by T a t a l o v i c h  and D aynes  ( 1 9 8 4 )  
t h a t  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r .  The s i x  t y p e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  can be g r o u p e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  a r e a s :  
s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n a l ,  and d i s t r i b u t i v e .  S o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  encom pass  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
t h e  CWPS l e g i s l a t i o n :  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n , d o m e s t i c  
r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n , p o l i c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  
c r i m i n a l  la w  r e f o r m . T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d d r e s s e s  many o f  t h e
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c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movement.  I t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  
c o s t s  o f  b a t t e r i n g  and c r e a t e s  a s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  t h a t  
e n f o r c e s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w i f e  abuse  i s  a s e r i o u s  p r o b le m  and a 
c r i m i n a l  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  be t o l e r a t e d  by t h e  s t a t e .
P r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s ,  t y p e  o f  abuse  
c o v e r e d  (a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u s e ) ,  
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s ,  p r o c e d u r a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  and e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o v i s i o n s .  For  
e x a m p le ,  i n  New H a m p s h i r e ,  t h e  c o u r t  can o r d e r  a l l  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  e v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  a b u s e r  e v e n  i f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  
i n  h i s  name, no f u r t h e r  a b u s e ,  no t h r e a t  o f  a b u s e ,  
c o u n s e l i n g  o f  t h e  a b u s e r  a n d / o r  t h e  v i c t i m ,  t e m p o r a r y  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  c u s t o d y ,  use  and p o s s e s s io n  o f  p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t y .  I n  N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a c t u a l  a b u s e ,  and n o t  f o r  t h r e a t s  o r  a t t e m p t e d  p h y s i c a l  
a buse .  I n  some s t a t e s ,  such as  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  c o v e r e d ,  e v e n  f o r m e r  h o u s e h o ld  members,  
w h i l e  i n  Rhode I s l a n d ,  o n l y  s p o u ses  and f o r m e r  spouses  a r e  
c o v e r e d .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  s p e c i f i e s  e n f o r c e m e n t  
p r o v i s i o n s  and p o s s i b l e  p e n a l t i e s .  I n  many s t a t e s  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  i s  i s s u e d  by t h e  c o u r t  and s e n t  t o  t h e  
p o l i c e ,  who t h e n  p e r s o n a l l y  s e r v e  t h e  a b u s e r .  O t h e r  s t a t e s  
p u t  t h e  b u r d e n  on t h e  v i c t i m .  I n  U ta h  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  
v i c t i m  o f  a b u s e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e r v i n g  a p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  on h e r  a b u s e r .  Under  t h e  la w s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  O reg o n ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  and U t a h ,  t h e  v i c t i m  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o u r t  i s
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r e q u i r e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a copy o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t .
D o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  and i n  many 
s t a t e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  t y p e s  o f  r e l i e f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  b a t t e r e d  
women. T hese  laws c o v e r  t h e  ra n g e  o f  r e l i e f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  v i c t i m .  For  e x a m p l e ,  i n  A r i z o n a  t h e  c o u r t  may o r d e r  a l l  
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  e v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  a b u s e r ,  t h a t  t h e  a b u s e r  
n o t  d i s t u r b  t h e  peace  o r  r e s t r i c t  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e  v i c t i m ,  
c h i l d  c u s t o d y  and s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  
I n  O k lahom a,  t h e  c o u r t  can o n l y  o r d e r  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  and 
s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  paym ent  o f  v i c t i m ’ s c o u r t  c o s t s .
P o l i c e  r e f o r m  i n c l u d e s  a l l  t h e  ways t h a t  t h e  power and
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  have  been changed  t o  h e l p  
b a t t e r e d  women. I n c l u d e d  h e r e  a r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  
w h ic h  w a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t s  can be made and r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
w h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and d e p a r t m e n t s  m ust  do .  I n
A l a s k a ,  w a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t s  a r e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  and t h e  abuse
need n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  I n  M a i n e ,  t h e  
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  must i n s t i t u t e  t r a i n i n g  and p r o c e d u r e s  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  w i f e  a b u s e ,  and must t r a n s p o r t  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  a 
h o s p i t a l ,  i n f o r m  h e r  o f  h e r  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  and s t a y  u n t i l  she  
i s  no l o n g e r  i n  d a n g e r .
C r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m  c o n c e r n s  t h e  m a k in g  o f  w i f e  abuse  a 
s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e ,  and t h e  p e n a l t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w .  I n  A r k a n s a s ,  p o s s i b l e  c h a r g e s  i n c l u d e
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both s im p le  and a g g rav a te d  a s s a u l t ,  w h i l e  in  Massachuset ts  
th e  o n ly  s e p a r a t e  w i f e  abuse o f f e n s e  i s  c r i m i n a l  t r e s p a s s .
I n f o r m a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  i n c lu d e  laws t h a t  mandate e i t h e r  
d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  or  r e p o r t i n g  o f  w i f e  abuse i n c i d e n t s  by 
p o l i c e  and o t h e r  a g e n c ie s .  M innesota  has t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e q u i r i n g  th e  p o l i c e ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c ie s ,  
s h e l t e r s  and h o s p i t a l s  t o  keep records  o f  w i f e  abuse as a 
s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t i n g  c a t e g o r y  and s t a t e  w i f e  abuse a g e n c ie s ,  
p o l i c e  and s h e l t e r s  a re  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e p a r e  r e p o r t s .
D i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s  i n c lu d e  laws t h a t  e x p l i c i t l y  
p r o v i d e  fu n d in g  f o r  w i f e  abuse programs. S t a t e s  have  
adopted  two d i f f e r e n t  approaches t o  f u n d i n g ,  d i  r e c t  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  from t h e  s t a t e  government and a m a r r i a g e  
l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e . I n  New Hampshire ,  f o r  example t h e  s t a t e  
has v e r y  few s ources  o f  revenue and w i f e  abuse a d vocates  
were a b le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u rc h a rg e  t h a t  
goes t o  fund w i f e  abuse programs and s h e l t e r s .  I n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  such as A la s k a ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and K entuc ky ,  t h e  s t a t e  
makes an a p p r o p r i a t i o n .
C r e a t i n g  t h e  I n d i c e s
The CWPS s u rve y  c o n ta in e d  166 d i f f e r e n t  components o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  in  t h e  above t h r e e  p o l i c y  c a t e g o r i e s .  To o b t a i n  
t h e  measures used in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  d id  
not  h e lp  b a t t e r e d  w iv e s ,  was ambiguous in  i t s  e f f e c t ,  o r  was
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a summary m easure  o f  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  was e l i m i n a t e d .  T h i s  
i n c l u d e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  on p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s ,  f e e s  c h a r g e d  t h e  
b a t t e r e d  woman o r  t h e  am ount  o f  f i n e s  a s s e s s e d  on t h e  
a b u s e r ,  and s t a t u t e s  t h a t  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  amount  o f  t i m e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s ,  j a i l  s e n t e n c e s ,  o r  f u n d i n g  w e re  in  
e f f e c t .  T h i s  e l i m i n a t i o n  l e f t  91 s e p a r a t e  i t e m s . ’
Each s t a t e  was g i v e n  a  s c o r e  t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  how many 
d i f f e r e n t  com ponents  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  s i x  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i d e n t i f i e d  by CWPS t h e y  had a d o p t e d .  I n  some c a s e s  t h e  
s e p a r a t e  c om ponents  f o r  a g i v e n  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w ere  
gro u p ed  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h i n  e a c h  b r o a d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i m e n s i o n .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  a l l  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  a b u s e  c o v e r e d  by a p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  w e re  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  and a l l  o f  t y p e s  o f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c o v e r e d  by a  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  w e re  g ro u p e d  
t o g e t h e r ,  and t h e n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c om ponents  w ere  summed.
T h e r e  i s  an i m p l i c i t  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  more l e g i s l a t i o n  
a d o p t e d  by a s t a t e ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  c l i m a t e  i s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  
women. Thus  s t a t e s  w i t h  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
c o v e r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f r o m  m a r r i e d  c o h a b i t a t o r s  
t o  f o r m e r  h o u s e h o ld  members h a v e  much more c o m p r e h e n s iv e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  o n l y  c o v e r  m a r r i e d  p e o p l e .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  more b a t t e r e d  women i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  p r o t e c t i o n .
The s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r i e s  w i t h i n  e ac h  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
w e re  t h e n  g ro u p e d  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  an i n d e x .  Each in d e x  now
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r e f l e c t s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  l e g a l  r e f o r m  a d o p te d  by each s t a t e  
w i t h i n  each t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e r e  w ere  seve n  s e p a r a t e  
m easures  o f  t h e  s i x  l e g i s l a t i v e  t y p e s :  one f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( 4 9  i t e m s ) ;  one f o r  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  ( 1 3  i t e m s ) ;  one f o r  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  ( 1 5  i t e m s ) ;  
one f o r  c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m  ( 4  i t e m s ) ;  one f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  ( 8  i t e m s )  and two f o r  d i s t r i b u t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
f i r s t  a m easure  o f  d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  s h e l t e r s  and 
s e r v i c e s  and s e c o n d ,  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .
To a s s e s s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d e x e s ,  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  and t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  each  
i n d e x  was a s s e s s e d  u s i n g  t h e  SPSSX program  r e l i a b i l i t y  and 
C r o n b a c h ’ s a l p h a .  F o r  some o f  t h e  in d e x e s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  
d i f f e r e n t  components  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h i n  th e m ,  s u b u n i t s  
w e re  c r e a t e d  by g r o u p i n g  t h e  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o g e t h e r .  
The r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e d  a way o f  a s s e s s i n g  i f  t h e  
i n d e x e s  w e re  m e a s u r in g  a g e n e r a l  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  a d o p te d  by 
t h e  s t a t e  o r  i f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  components  r e f l e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t  
a p p r o a c h e s  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n .
I f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
i t e m s ,  w h i l e  c o n c e p t u a l l y  r e l a t e d ,  d i d  n o t  f o r m  a r e l i a b l e  
i n d e x  due t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w e i g h t  o f  c o m p o n e n ts ,  t h e  s c o r e s  
w ere  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t o  im p r o v e  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and t o  g e t  r i d  
o f  t h e  d o m in a n t  e f f e c t  one component i n  t h e  i n d e x  may have  
ha d .  W h i l e  one m i g h t  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e s e  s u b u n i t s  may have  
more a p p r o p r i a t e l y  been a n a l y z e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h e s e  in d e x e s
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a r e  r e l i a b l e  in  t h a t  t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  measure w h a t  has been  
done in  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  
women’ s movement o u t l i n e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2 .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  
t h e  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  in d e x  i n c l u d e s  b o th  a d d i t i o n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  p l a c e d  on t h e  p o l i c e  and a d d i t i o n a l  powers  
g r a n t e d  t o  them,  b o th  o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  r e f o r m s  a r e  in  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  h e l p  
b a t t e r e d  women. The f i r s t  p o l i c i e s  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  a r e  t h e  
s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  o n e s ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  
p o l i c i e s  and t h e n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s .
S o c i a l  R e g u l a t o r y  L e g i s l a t i o n
The f i r s t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  a r e  a l l  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  use t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  
b a t t e r e r s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
c l a i m s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  womens’ movement t h a t  v i o l e n c e  
a g a i n s t  women was s a n c t i o n e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by n o t  
o n l y  norms and v a l u e s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  women and t h e  r i g h t s  
o f  h u s b a n d s ,  b u t  a l s o  by t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  t h a t  
d i d  n o t  v i e w  w i f e  a b u se  i n  t h e  same way i t  v i e w e d  non  
f a m i l i a l  a s s a u l t s .  On a t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m  s h o u l d  c h a n g e ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  t h e  
p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  m a le  d o m in a n ce  and f o r c e  i s  an a c c e p t a b l e  
b e h a v i o r .  S o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  a l s o  g i v e  women
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r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  t h e y  can use t o  a v e r t  o r  d e t e r  t h e  b a t t e r i n g .  
F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  c o u r t s  c o u l d  o r d e r  t h e  b a t t e r e r  o u t  o f  t h e  
home, o r  t h e  p o l i c e  c o u l d  be m a n d a t e d  t o  a r r e s t  a b a t t e r e r .  
W h i l e  t h e s e  f o u r  t y p e s  o f  p o l i c y  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  scope  and  
p u r p o s e ,  t h e y  a l l  ha ve  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  h e l p i n g  and  
p r o t e c t i n g  b a t t e r e d  women and s t o p p i n g  v i o l e n c e .
P r o t e c t i o n  O r d e r  L e g i s l a t i o n
T h i s  i n d e x  m e a s u re s  w h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m  in  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women has been i n  
t h e  s t a t e .  W h i l e  a l l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  i n d e x  
r e l a t e s  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s ,  s t a t e s  c o u l d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
h a v e  t a k e n  d i f f e r e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
s t a t e s  c o u l d  ha ve  r e f o r m e d  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i o n  by a d o p t i n g  a  
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  o p t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  c o u l d  o r d e r  w h ic h  w o u ld  
g i v e  g r e a t e r  power  t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m .  
A l t e r n a t e l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  e x p a n d  w h a t  t y p e s  o f  a buse  a r e  
c o v e r e d  and who may be c o v e r e d  by a  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  t h u s  
g i v i n g  more women a c c e s s  t o  p r o t e c t i o n .  B e c a u s e  s t a t e s  may 
h a v e  v a r i e d  i n  t h e  way t h e y  a p p r o a c h e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  c o u l d  r e f l e c t  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c y  r e f o r m s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  
co m p o n e n ts  w e r e  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  
same way t h e y  w e r e  g r o u p e d  by t h e  CWPS. By g r o u p i n g  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  way r a t h e r  t h a n  a d d i n g  a l l  t h e  
co m p o n e n ts  t o g e t h e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  can  be used t o  se e  
i f  t h e s e  c om ponents  a r e  a c t u a l l y  m e a s u r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s
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o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o r  d i f f e r e n t  com ponents  o f  t h e  same 
1 eg i s 1 a t i  o n .
T a b l e  4 -1  c o n t a i n s  a l i s t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
com ponents  t h a t  c o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  i n  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  S t a t e  s c o r e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  0 t o  43  w i t h  no s t a t e  
a d o p t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  49  i t e m s .  L e g i s l a t i o n  in  t h i s  
i n d e x  i n c l u d e s  w h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  t h e  c o u r t  may o r d e r  as p a r t  
o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  ( p o p ) ,  w h a t  t y p e  o f  a buse  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r s  c o v e r  ( o o a ) ,  who may be c o v e r e d  by a p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
( p o w ) ,  p r o c e d u r a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  ( p p p ) ,  and  
t e m p o r a r y  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  and e n f o r c e m e n t  
( t p o p r o ) .
U n d e r  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  ( p o p ) ,  t h e  c o u r t  has  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o r d e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  s h o u ld  h e l p  
b a t t e r e d  women. The c o u r t  may o r d e r  t h e  e v i c t i o n  o f  an 
a b u s e r  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  w h ic h  g i v e s  t h e  v i c t i m  a r i g h t  t o  
s a f e t y  i n  h e r  home, t h e  p a ym e n t  o f  s u p p o r t ,  r e s t i t u t i o n ,  and  
l e g a l  f e e s ,  m an d ated  c o u n s e l i n g ,  and o r d e r s  t h e  a b u s e r  t o  
n o t  a b u se  t h e  v i c t i m  o r  t o  h a v e  no c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  v i c t i m .  
T h e r e  w e r e  f o u r t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  p o s s i b l e  p r o v i s i o n s .
The t y p e s  o f  abuse  c o v e r e d  by p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  ( p o a )  
a l s o  v a r y  w i d e l y .  Some s t a t e s  c o v e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i o n s  
f r o m  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a buse  t o  s e x u a l  a b u s e .  T h e r e  a r e  s i x  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  a b u s e  p o s s i b l e .  A s t a t e  was g i v e n  a 
s c o r e  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  how many t y p e s  o f  a b u s e  a r e  c o v e r e d .
The h i g h e r  t h e  s c o r e  t h e  more  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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TABLE 4-1
L e g i s l a t i o n  Com prising P r o te c t io n  O rder Index
1. P ro v is io n s  o f  P ro te c t io n  o rd ers  (pop) C o u rt  may o ra e r ;
. e v i c t i o n  o f  tn e  aouser
. e v i c t i o n  o f  th e  abuser even i f  res id en ce  is  in  abusers  
name
.ab u s er  to  p ro v id e  a l t e r n a t i v e  housing f o r  the v i c t i m  
.no f u r t h e r  c o n ta c t  w i th  the v ic t im  
.no f u r t h e r  abuse 
.no t h r e a t  o f  abuse
.ab u s er  n o t  to  molest o r  d is t u r b  th e  peace o f  the v ic t im  
.no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  personal l i b e r t y  o f  the v ic t im  
.c o u n s e l in g  f o r  the abuser an d /o r  th e  v ic t im  
. tem p o rary  su p po rt  o f  spouse o r  minor c h i ld re n  
.m onetary  compensation to  th e  v i c t i m  by th e  abuser  
.payment o f  th e  v i c t i m ’ s c o u r t  costs  an d /o r  a t to rn e y s  
f e e s  by th e  abusers  
. tem p o rary  use o r possession o f  personal p ro pe rty  
. o t h e r  terms may be s e t  by th e  c o u r t
2 .  Abuse f o r  which a p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  i s  a v a i l a b le  (poa)
.p h y s ic a l  abuse o f  an a d u l t  
. p h y s ic a l  abuse o f  a c h i l d  
. t h r e a t  o f  p h y s ic a l  abuse 
. a t t e m p t  a t  p h y s ica l  abuse 
.se xu a l  abuse o f  an a d u l t  
.se xu a l  abuse o f  a c h i ld
3. Who may be covered by a p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  (pow)
.spouse
.m inor c h i l d  o f  one o r  both p a r t i e s  
. p a re n t
.househo ld  member r e la t e d  by blood o r  marr iage  
.person l i v i n g  as a spouse 
.u n r e la t e d  household member 
■ .fo rm er 3pouse 
. fo rm e r  household member
a .  P rocedura l p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  p r o t e c t io n  o rd er  laws ( p o p )  
. e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  a p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  u n a f fe c te d  i f  th e  
v i c t i m  lea ves  th e  re s id en ce  to  avo id  abuse
. p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  by v i c t i m
. p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  by th e  p a re n t  o f  a minor c h i ld
. p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  by an a d u l t  memoer o f  the
household f o r  a minor  
. f i l i n g  f o r  a p r o t a c t io n  o rd e r  does not prec lude o th e r  
c o u r t  a c t io n  
. c o u r t  may w aive  f i l i n g  fe e  f o r  in d ig e n t  v ic t im s  
. v i c t i m  may f i l e  a p e t i t i o n  w i th o u t  a lawyer  
. c o u r t  c l e r k  must a s s i s t  v i c t i m  in  f i l i n g  a p e t i t i o n  
. c o u r t  must prepare  forms useab le  by la y  people  
. c o u r t  must in fo rm  th e  v i c t i m  o f  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a 
p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  
. c o u r t  must in form  th e  abuser o f  h is  r i g h t  to  o b ta in  
counsel
.c o u r t  must g iv e  p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  p e t i t i o n s  p r i o r i t y  
o ver o th e r  c i v i l  a c t io n s  
.co nsen t decrees  may be issued in s te a d  o f  a p r o te c t io n  
o rd e r
.address o f  p e t i t i o n e r  t o  be k e p t  c o n f id e n t ia l
5 .  Temporary p r o t e c t io n  o r d e r  p ro v is io n s  and enforcement  
( tp o p ro )
.tem p o rary  o rd e r  may be g ran ted  ex p a r te  
. ju d g e  t o  issue p r o t e c t io n  o rd e r  a t  n ig h t  an d /o r  on 
weekends
.o r d e r  iss u e d  to  th e  abuser by th e  c o u r t
. f r e e  copy o f  th e  o rd e r  g iv en  t o  th e  v ic t im
.copy o f  th e  o rd e r  s e n t  t o  th e  lo c a l  p o l ic e  by the c o u r t
.misdemeanor p e n a l ty  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  p ro te c t io n  o rd er
.contamot o f  c o u r t  o e n a l ty  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  p ro te c t io n
92
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
S t a t e s  a l s o  v a r y  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  f a m i l y  members who a r e  
c o v e r e d  by a p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  ( p o w ) ,  w i t h  some s t a t e s  
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  women may need p r o t e c t i o n  f ro m  f o r m e r  
h o u s e h o ld  members and n o t  j u s t  s p o u s e s .  T h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  
d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  c o u l d  be c o v e r e d  by t h e  
1e g i  s l a t i o n .
T h e re  a r e  a l s o  p r o c e d u r a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r s  ( p p p )  t h a t  s p e c i f y  who may f i l e  f o r  a p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r ,  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  a p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r ,  and t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  f i l i n g  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s .  
For  e x a m p le ,  a p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  does n o t  p r e c l u d e  o t h e r  
c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  and t h e  c o u r t s  must h e l p  p e o p l e  f i l e  f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  and use f o r m s  t h a t  l a y  p e o p l e  can  
u n d e r s t a n d .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r t e e n  p o s s i b l e  p r o c e d u r a l  
p r o v i  s i  o n s .
The l a s t  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  component  c o n c e r n s  t h e  
a w a r d in g  o f  t e m p o r a r y  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  an e m erg e n c y  
and t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  o r d e r  ( t p o p r o ) .  Some s t a t e s  
s p e c i f y  t h a t  j u d g e s  must  i s s u e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  a t  n i g h t s  
and on w eek en ds .  T h i s  d i m e n s i o n  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  and p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s .  
T h e r e  a r e  sev en  p o s s i b l e  p r o v i s i o n s .
T a b l e  4 - 2  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  d im e n s io n  was f o r m e d  by 
a d d in g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  components  o f  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h ic h  t h e m s e l v e s  w ere  s i m p l e
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TABLE 4 -2
Reliability Analysis, Correlations, Means and Standard Deviations
Protection Order Legislation Index
1 . POP PROTECTION ORDER PROVISIONS
2 . POA PROTECTION ORDER ABUSE
3 . POW PROCECTION ORDER WHO COVERED
4 . PPP PROTECTION ORDER PROCEDURAL PROVISIONS
5 . TPOPRO PROTECTION ORDER TEMPORARY PROV ENF
MEAN STD DEV CASES
1 . POP 6 . 0 4 0 0 3 . 6 8 6 5 5 0 . 0
2 ._ POA 3 . 1 2 0 0 1 .7 6 8 7 5 0 . 0
3 . POW 4 . 2 6 0 0 2 . 6 4 0 4 5 0 . 0
4  . PPP 5 . 4 0 0 0 3 . 1 9 4 4 5 0 . 0









. 6 7 2 2  
. 7 0 1 3  
. 8 0 2 7  
. 7 9 7 0
POA
1.0000 
. 6 4 4 3  
. 7 5 3 5  
. 5 8 5 3
POW
1.0000 
.7 7 1 4  
.6 9 9 5
PPP
1 .OOOO 
. 7 8 5 8
TPOPRO
1 .OOOO
H OF CASES = 5 0 . 0
R E L IA B IL IT Y  C O E F F IC IE N T S  
ALPHA = . 9 1 7 5
5 ITEMS  
STANDARDIZED ITEM ALPHA = .9 2 8 3
94-
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
a d d i t i v e  c o m p o s i t e s .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t ,
C r o n b a c h ’ s a l p h a ,  i s  q u i t e  h i g h  f o r  t h i s  i n d e x ,  . 9 1 7 5 ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  com ponents  o f  t h i s  i n d e x  a r e  m e a s u r in g  
one i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  s t a t e .
T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l e  t h e  com ponents  p o t e n t i a l l y  c o u l d  have  
r e p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  t h e y  do n o t .
On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  t h e s e  i t e m s  w i l l  be 
ad d ed  t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m  t h e  in d e x  m e a s u r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The s t a t e  r a n k i n g s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r .  
D o m e s t i c  R e l a t i o n s  L e g i s l a t i o n
D o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e s  women w i t h  c o u r t  
o r d e r e d  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  a b u s e r .  I t  d i f f e r s  i n  t h a t  
d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h o s e  who 
h a v e  t a k e n  some l e g a l  a c t i o n  t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  
such  as  d i v o r c e  o r  s e p a r a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  t o t a l  o f  
t h i r t e e n  f o r  t h i s  in d e x  w i t h  s t a t e  s c o r e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  2 t o  
1 3 ,  w i t h  A r i z o n a  a d o p t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  p r o v i s i o n s .  
T a b l e  4 - 3  c o n t a i n s  t h e  com ponents  o f  t h i s  i n d e x .  T h e r e  a r e  
f i v e  com ponents  i n  t h e  i n d e x .  S e p a r a t e  com ponents  w ere  
c r e a t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  s i m p l y  summing t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p i e c e s  f o r  
tw o  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  w h i l e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  com ponents  f a l l  
u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  o f  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  
co m p o n e n ts  may i n d i c a t e  d i f f e r e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  
t a k e n  by t h e  s t a t e s .  Sec o n d ,  w h i l e  f o u r  o f  t h e  components
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TA B L E  4 - 3
Legislation Comprising Domestic Relations Index
1. O r d e r  r e s t r a i n i n g  an a b u s e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a v i c t i m  who 
f i l e s  f o r  d i v o r c e ,  ( d i v o )
2 .  C o u r t  may o r d e r :  ( d r o )
. e v i c t i o n  o f  a b u s e r
. a b u s e r  n o t  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  p e ac e  o f  t h e  v i c t i m  
.n o  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  t h e  v i c t i m  
. s u p p o r t  o f  a s p o u s e  o r  m in o r  c h i l d r e n
.n o  rem ova l  o f  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n
.p a y m e n t  o f  c o u r t  c o s t s  a n d / o r  a t t o r n e y ’ s f e e s  o f  t h e
v i c t i m  by t h e  a b u s e r  
. t e m p o r a r y  use  o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  
.n o  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  
. o t h e r  t e r m s  may be s e t  by t h e  c o u r t
3 .  Ex P a r t e  r e l i e f  a v a i l a b l e  ( e x p )
4 .  P o l i c e  must e n f o r c e  o r d e r s  (pmeo)
5 .  P e n a l t i e s  may be im pos ed  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  o r d e r s  ( p e n a l )
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a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  one o f  t h e  components  
has n i n e  p o s s i b l e  f a c t o r s .  I f  t h e s e  w ere  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  
undue w e i g h t  w o u ld  be g i v e n  t o  t h i s  component i n  t h e  i n d e x .  
Because o f  t h i s  p r o b le m  w i t h  t h e  undue i n f l u e n c e  o f  one  
component,  t h e  components  w e re  s t a n d a r d i z e d  w i t h  z s c o r e s .
T a b l e  4 - 4  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  
i n d e x .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  was a s s e s s e d  f o r  b o th  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
and u n s t a n d a r d i z e d  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  co m p o n e n ts .  W h i l e  n o t  as  
h i g h  as t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  C r o n b a c h ’ s a l p h a  
i s  . 5 6 2 7  f o r  t h i s  i n d e x ,  w h i l e  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a l p h a  i s  
. 7 9 1 3 .  T h i s  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  v e r s i o n  i s  a more r e l i a b l e  m easure  o f  d o m e s t i c  
r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  so t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
in d e x  w i l l  be u s e d .  T h i s  a l s o  e n s u r e s  t h a t  undue w e i g h t  
w i l l  n o t  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r  c om pone nt .
P o l i c e  R e fo rm  L e g i s l a t i o n
As d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w ,  one o f  t h e  main  
c o m p l a i n t s  o f  b a t t e r e d  women and t h e i r  a d v o c a t e s  was t h e  
i n a t t e n t i o n  o r  a t t i t u d i n a l  p r o b le m s  o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  Thus  
many s t a t e s  t o o k  s t e p s  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e t a i l  w h a t  t h e  
p o l i c e  w ere  r e q u i r e d  t o  do t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  Because  
o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s ,  some s t a t e s  r e q u i r e d  p o l i c e  t r a i n i n g  and  
t h a t  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n s t i t u t e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  w i f e  a buse  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  
kn o w led g e  a b o u t  w i f e  a b u s e .  O t h e r  s t a t e s  p u t  b u rd e n s  on t h e  
p o l i c e ,  r e q u i r i n g  them t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  a s h e l t e r
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TABLE 4-4
Reliability Analysis, Correlations, Means and Standard Deviations
Domestic Relations Legislation Index
1 . DIVO DIVORCE ORDER
2 .  DRO DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDER
3 .  EXP EX PARTE R E L I I F
4 .  PMEO P O LIC E MUST ENFORCE ORDERS
5 .  PENAL P E N A L IT IE S  IMPOSED
MEAN STD DEV CASES
1. DIVO . 5 4 0 0  .4 8 4 9  5 0 . 0
2 .  DRO 4 . 5 2 0 0  2 . 4 5 9 8  5 0 . 0
3 .  EXP . 4 4 0 0  . 5 0 1 4  5 0 . 0
4 .  PMEO . 1 2 0 0  .3 2 8 3  5 0 . 0
5 .  PENAL . 3 2 0 0  . 4 7 1 2  5 0 . 0
CORRELATION MATRIX
DIVO DRO EXP PMEO PENAL
DIVO  1 . 0 0 0 0
DRO . 6 0 5 0  1 . OOOO
EXP .4  130  . 6 3 8 0  1 . 0 0 0 0
PMEO . 2 7 7 0  . 4 0 1 4  .2 9 2 6  1 . 0 0 0 0
PENAL . 3 3 5 9  . 4 6 9 8  . 3 4 2 0  . 5 3 8 3  1 . 0 0 0 0
R E L IA B IL IT Y  C O E F F IC IE N T S  5 ITEMS
ALPHA = . 5 6 2 7  STANDARDIZED ITEM ALPHA = .7 9 1 3
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o r  h o s p i t a l  and p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  a b u s e .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  g i v e s  t h e  woman l e g a l  r e c o u r s e  i f  t h e  
p o l i c e  do n o t  h e l p  h e r .  P o l i c e  p o w e rs  w ere  a l s o  expanded  
g i v i n g  them more power i n  m a k in g  an a r r e s t  by a l l o w i n g  them 
t o  make w a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t s .
T a b l e  4 - 5  c o n t a i n s  t h e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  t h i s  i n d e x .  The  
i n d e x  has s i x  c o m p o n e n ts ,  f a l l i n g  i n t o  tw o  d i s t i n c t  
c a t e g o r i e s .  The f i r s t  c a t e g o r y  o f  p o l i c y  ( p o l i c e )  i n c r e a s e s  
t h e  b u r d e n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  The second  
t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  i s  t h a t  w h ic h  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  power o f  t h e  
p o l i c e  t o  a r r e s t  i n  w i f e  a b u s e  c a s e s  ( a r r d ,  a i p ,  v po ,  m is d ,  
a r r m ) .  Because  t h e  p o l i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p o l i c y  has 10 
d i f f e r e n t  c o m p o n e n t s , and w o u ld  o f  added  t o o  much r e l a t i v e  
w e i g h t  t o  t h e  i n d e x  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c om ponents  w ere  each  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  by z s c o r e s  t o  s e e  i f  i t  made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  i n d e x .  T h i s  
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  c o m p e n s a te s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  number o f  
i t e m s  i n  t h e  c om ponents  t h a t  make up t h e  i n d e x .
T a b l e  4 - 6  shows t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  i n d e x .  
The u n s t a n d a r d i z e d  a l p h a  i s  m o d e r a t e  f o r  t h i s  in d e x  ( . 5 4 8 1 ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a l p h a  i s  . 8 1 8 0 .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  m e a s u re  i s  a  more  c o n s i s t e n t  and r e l i a b l e  
i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  a d o p t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  v e r s i o n  w i l l  be u s e d  f o r  f u t u r e  a n a l y s i s .
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TABLE 4-5
Legislation Comprising Police Reform Index
1.  P o l i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( p o l i c e )
P o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  must
. e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  i n f o r m i n g  o f f i c e r s  on c a l l  
o f  e f f e c t i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  
. d e v e l o p  and im p le m e n t  d o m e s t ic  v i o l e n c e  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m s  f o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  
P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  m ust /m ay
. u s e  a l l  means n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  abuse  
. e n f o r c e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  
. a r r e s t  t h e  a b u s e r  where  a p p r o p r i a t e  
. t r a n s p o r t  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  a h o s p i t a l  
. t r a n s p o r t  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  a s h e l t e r  
. i n f o r m  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  h e r  l e g a l  r i g h t s  
. s t a y  u n t i l  t h e  v i c t i m  i s  no l o n g e r  i n  d a n g e r  
. s u p e r v i s e  e v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  a b u s e r  o r  h i s  r e t u r n  home 




5 .  
6 .
W a r r a n t l e s s  
W a r r a n t l e s s  
o f  t h e  
W a r r a n t l e s s
a r r e s t :  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  ( a r r d )
a r r e s t :  a buse  need n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e
p o l i c e  ( a i p )
a r r e s t :  p e r m i t t e d  i f  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t h a t  a
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  was v i o l a t e d  ( v p o )
W a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t :  p e r m i t t e d  i f  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t h a t  a 
m is d e m e a n o r  o r  o f f e n s e  was c o m m i t t e d  ( m i s d )  
W a r r a n t l e s s  a r r e s t :  m a n d a t o ry  ( a r r m )
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TABLE 4 -6
Reliability Analysis, Correlations, Means and Standard Deviations
Police Reform Legislation Index
1. ARRM a r r e s t  m a n o a t o r y
2 ARRD ARREST D ISCRET IONARY
3 . A IP  ARREST IN  PRESENCE
4 POLICE POLIC E REQUIREMENTS
5 MISO MISOEMEANOR
s  VPO V IO L A T IO N  OF PROTECTION OROER








. 5 2 0 0  
5 6 0 0  
2 . 7 0 0 0  
. 5 5 0 0  
. 3 8 0 0
. 3 23 3  
. 4 9 0 3  
. 5 0 1 4  
2 . 5 9 7  1 
. 5 01 4  
. 4 9 0 3
5 0 . 0
5 0 . 0
5 0 . 0
5 0 . 0
5 0 . 0




P O L IC E
MISO
VPO
CORRELATION MATRIX  
ARRM ARRO A I P
1.0000 
. 0 3 5 5  
. 2 0 3 3  
. 4 5 0 0  
. 2 0 3 3  
. 4 7 1 7
: . cooo 
. 8 0 0 2  
. 3 0 9 3  
. 8 0 0 2  
. 4 4 3 1
1.0000 
. 3 6 6 7  
. 8 3 7 7  
. 4 4 4 9
POLIC E
1.0000 
. 3 5 1 0  
. 4 2 7 9
MISO
1.0000 
. 2 7 8 9
VPO
1 .0000
H  OF CASES = 5 0 . 0
R E L I A B I L I T Y  C O E F F IC IE N T S  6  ITEMS
ALPHA -  . 5 4 8 1  STANDARDIZED ITEM ALPHA = . 8 1 8 0
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C r i m i n a l  Law R e fo rm
The l a s t  t y p e  o f  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t h e  
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  as a s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e .  
S t a t e s  h ave  b o t h  d e f i n e d  w h a t  t h e  o f f e n s e  i s  and w h a t  
p e n a l t y  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e .  W h i l e  
t h e s e  c r i m i n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  h a v e  been a v a i l a b l e  t o  p o l i c e  f o r  
c h a r g i n g  a b u s e r s  as  i n  n o n - f a m i l i a l  a s s a u l t s ,  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  an a t t e m p t  by t h e  s t a t e  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  
t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o f f e n s e ,  and t o  p u b l i c l y  c r i m i n a l i z e  
" p r i v a t e "  b e h a v i o r .  S y m b o l i c a l l y  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  a 
w i l l i n g n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  d e f i n e  w i f e  a b u s e  as  
a c r i m e .  G i v e n  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
C h a p t e r  2 ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  b a t t e r i n g  t o  t h e  
o f f e n d e r  and u l t i m a t e l y  d e c r e a s e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  e x p e r i e n c e d  by 
women. The c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  as  a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e  a l s o  a l l o w s  
f o r  more c a r e f u l  r e c o r d k e e p i n g  o f  t h e  amount o f  p o l i c e  t i m e  
s p e n t  on d o m e s t i c  v e r s u s  n o n - d o m e s t i c  a s s a u l t s  and c o u l d  be 
used t o  e m p h a s i z e  how much more p r e v a l e n t  f a m i l i a l  a s s a u l t  
i s  r e l a t i v e  t o  non d o m e s t i c  a s s a u l t s .
T a b l e  4 - 7  c o n t a i n s  t h e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
Each o f  t h e  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  c r i m i n a l i z i n g  w i f e  abuse  
i s  c o u n t e d  as  a s e p a r a t e  i t e m  i n  t h e  i n d e x  and t h e n  summed 
t o g e t h e r .  T a b l e  4 - 8  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  f o r  
t h i s  i n d e x .  The a l p h a  i s  . 7 8 0 7  i n d i c a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h i s  m e a s u r e  o f  c r i m i n a l  l a w  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  
s t a t e s .
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TABLE 4-7
Legislation C o m p r i s i n g  the Criminal Law R e form Index
1. S t a t u t e  makes d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l
o f f e n s e  f o r  s i m p l e  a s s a u l t  ( s i m p )
2 .  S t a t u t e  makes d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l
o f f e n s e  f o r  a g g r a v a t e d  a s s a u l t  ( a g g r )
3 .  V i o l a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s t a t u t e  i s  a  f e l o n y  ( v f )
4 .  V i o l a t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s t a t u t e  i s  a ' m isd e m e an o r  
(vm)
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TABLE 4 -8
Reliability Analysis, Correlations, Means and Standard Deviations
Criminal Law Reform Index
■I SIMP SIMPLE ASSAULT
2 AGGR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
3 ' VF V IO LA TIO N  FELONY
4 ' VM VIOLATION MISDEMEANOR
MEAN STD DEV CASES
, SIMP . 1 0 0 0  . 3 0 3 0  5 0 . 0
2 AGGR . 0 6 0 0  . 2 3 9 9  5 0 . 0
3 ' VF -1 0 0 0  . 3 0 3 0  5 0 . 0
4 ' VM .1 8 0 0  .3 8 8 1  5 0 . 0
CORRELATION MATRIX  
SIMP AGGR VF VM
SIMP 1 •OOOO
AGGR .1 9 6 5  1 . 0 0 0 0
VF .3 3 3 3  . 7 5 7 9  1 . 0 0 0 0
VM .7 1 1 5  . 3 2 0 0  . 5 3 7 9  1 .0 0 0 0
t) OF CASES = 5 0 . 0
R E L IA B IL IT Y  COEFFICIENTS 4 ITEMS
ALPHA = -7 8 0 7  STANDARDIZED ITEM ALPHA = .7 8 43
1 0 4
' <
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Informational Legislation
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  c r e a t e  and e xp a n d  
p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  and t o  doc um en t  t h e  need  f o r  
c o n t i n u e d  o r  e xpande d  s e r v i c e s  t o  w i f e  a b u s e  v i c t i m s .  
E m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  
i f  we a r e  t o  know t h e  t r u e  e x t e n t  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  i n  o u r  
s o c i e t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  p o l i c e  r a r e l y  f i l e  r e p o r t s  u n l e s s  
r e q u i r e d ,  y e t  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
b a t t e r e r s  ( P a r n a s  1 9 8 1 ) .  Lerman c i t e s  a  s t u d y  o f  O h i o  
p o l i c e  sh o w in g  t h a t  o f  1 5 , 0 0 0  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c a l l s ,  
p o l i c e  o n l y  f i l e d  700 r e p o r t s  (L e rm a n  1 9 8 1 ) .
I n  s p i t e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  
t h e r e  has n o t  been a m a j o r  e f f o r t  t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d o c u m e n t  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  w i f e  b e a t i n g  known t o  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
Some s t a t e s  have  begun t o  pa ss  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e q u i r i n g  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  o r  r e p o r t i n g .  T a b l e  4 - 9  c o n t a i n s  
a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  be  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n d e x .  T h e r e  a r e  
t h r e e  com ponents  i n  t h i s  i n d e x .  The f i r s t  com pone nt  
measures  how many i n s t i t u t i o n s  m ust  c o l l e c t  d a t a  on w i f e  
abuse ( d a t a ) .  The sec o n d  co m p o n e n t  m e a s u r e s  how many 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  must p r e p a r e  r e p o r t s  on w i f e  a b u s e  ( r e p o r t ) .
The l a s t  com ponent  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  has  a  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t  ( c o n f i d ) .
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TA B LE  4 - 9
L egislation Comprising the Informational Index
1.  D a t a  m u s t  be c o l l e c t e d  on a l l  w i f e  a b u s e  c a s e s  by ( d a t a )
. p o l i  ce
. s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s  
. s h e l t e r s  
. h o s p i  t a l s
2 .  S t a t i s t i c a l  o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  on w i f e  a b u s e  must be 
p r e p a r e d  by ( r e p o r t )
. s t a t e  a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s e r v i c e s  
. p o l i c e  
. s h e l t e r s
3 .  P e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n  r e p o r t s  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
( c o n f i d )
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F i f t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  some t y p e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  A t h i r d  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  some agency  t o  
keep r e c o r d s .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  some agency  
t o  f i l e  a f o r m a l  r e p o r t .  O n ly  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a q u a r t e r  o f  
t h e  s t a t e s  f o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e  p o l i c e  t o  keep s e p a r a t e  r e c o r d s  
o f  w i f e  a buse  i n c i d e n t s .  T h i s  d i f f e r s  w i d e l y  f r o m  t h e  
m a n d a t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  have  been a d o p t e d  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  c h i l d  a b u s e .  S t a t e s  v a r y  in  t h e  a p p ro a c h  t h e y  
t a k e .  F o r  e x a m p le  M i n n e s o t a  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  p o l i c e ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s ,  s h e l t e r s  and h o s p i t a l s  
t o  kee p  r e c o r d s ,  and a l s o  r e q u i r e s  r e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
w i f e  a buse  a g e n c i e s ,  and s h e l t e r s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  
K e n t u c k y  r e q u i r e s  a l l  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  t o  f i l e  r e p o r t s ,  y e t  
i t  r e q u i r e s  no r e c o r d  k e e p i n g .
T a b l e  4 - 1 0  c o n t a i n s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  and r e l i a b i l i t y  
a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h i s  i n d e x .  T he  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d e x  a r e  
f a i r l y  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d .  S t a t e s  t h a t  ha ve  a d o p te d  
r e p o r t i n g  o r  r e c o r d k e e p i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  
h a v e  a c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t .  The a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t  
i s  . 6 8 8 4  r e f l e c t i n g  a  f a i r l y  h i g h  a l p h a  f o r  an i n d e x  
composed o f  o n l y  t h r e e  i t e m s .  H o w e ve r ,  s t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  co m p o n en ts  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  . 7 5 0 2  so 
t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  v e r s i o n  w i l l  be us e d .
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TABLE 4-10








DATA COLLECTION  
REPORTS PREPARED BY 
INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL
MEAN
. 5 6 0 0
.B400
. 2 8 0 0
STD DEV
. 9 9 3 0
.9 3 3 7
.4 5 3 6
CASES
5 0 . 0
5 0 . 0





CORRELATION MATRIX  
REPORT
1.0000 
.4 5 0 8  
.4 6 0 4
1.OOOO 
. 5 8 9 8
CONFID
1.0000
j* OF CASES = 5 0 . 0
R E L IA B IL IT Y  COEFFICIENTS 3 ITEMS
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Distributive Legislation
The v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e  c o n c e r n  how s t a t e s  fu n d  
w i f e  abuse  p r o g r a m s .  O v e r a l l ,  e i g h t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e s  have some t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n is m .  T h e r e  a r e  two  
a p p r o a c h e s  t o  f u n d i n g  w i f e  a b u s e  p o l i c i e s ,  t h r o u g h  b u d g e t  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and t h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e s .
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a s t a t e  b u d g e t  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e  a c o m m itm e n t  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  T h i s  co m m itm en t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w i f e  a buse  s e r v i c e s  a r e  s e e n  as  a n e c e s s i t y  
and o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l i k e  e d u c a t i o n  and r o a d s .  T h e r e  
a r e  h o w e v e r ,  some p r o b le m s  w i t h  f u n d i n g  v i a  b u d g e t  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . F i r s t ,  t h e  money m ust  be r e n e g o t i a t e d  and  
d e b a t e d  by p o l i c y  m a ke rs  on an a n n u a l  o r  b i a n n u a l  b a s i s .  
Second t h e  money i s  s u b j e c t  t o  b u d g e t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s  and  
t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  i s  u n p r e d i c t a b l e .
A second f u n d i n g  o p t i o n  i s  t o  im pose  a  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  
s u r c h a r g e .  T h i s  mechanism s e r v e s  tw o  p u r p o s e s .  F i r s t  i t  
p r o v i d e s  money f o r  s e r v i c e s .  S eco n d  i t  i s  s ee n  as  h a v i n g  a 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  r a i s i n g  e f f e c t  i f  p e o p l e  a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  p a r t  
o f  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  f e e  g o es  t o w a r d  h e l p i n g  b a t t e r e d  
w i v e s .  I n  a  s e n s e  i t  i s  a  t y p e  o f  " i n s u r a n c e "  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  
b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  f u n d i n g  a l s o  m a i n t a i n s  a  
p e r m a n e n t  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e
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whims o f  l e g i s l a t o r s .  F o r t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  s t a t e s  have  a 
m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .
O r i g i n a l l y  t h e s e  tw o  t y p e s  o f  f u n d i n g  w e r e  t o  be 
c o m b in e d  i n t o  a s i n g l e  i n d e x  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  number o f  
f u n d i n g  m ech an ism s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  
a n a l y s i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  4 - 1 1  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  would  n o t  
be a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e  tw o  i t e m s  a r e  n e g a t i v e l y  
c o r r e l a t e d  and r e s u l t  i n  a n e g a t i v e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  
o f  - 1 . 0 4 5 .  C o m b in in g  t h e s e  tw o  m e a s u re s  i n t o  one in d e x  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  i f  t h e  s t a t e  had any  t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  
v a r i a b l e  t h a t  had v e r y  l i t t l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  s i n c e  86% o f  t h e  
s t a t e s  had some t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g  m ech a n ism .  T h e s e  two  
f u n d i n g  m e a s u r e s  w i l l  be a n a l y z e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  f u r t h e r  
a n a l y s i  s .
C o m p o s i t e  M e a s u r e s
A n o t h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  a n a l y z i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  would  be 
t o  c o m b in e  a l l  t h e  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t o  a s i n g l e  i n d e x .  
T h e r e  a r e  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  p o s s i b l e .  F i r s t ,  one  
c o u l d  s i m p l y  add a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  co m p o n en ts  o f  a l l  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  t y p e s  t o g e t h e r  and c r e a t e  a  m e a s u re  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  o v e r a l l  how many d i f f e r e n t  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  a ! 1 thos 
p o l i c y  t y p e s  t h e  s t a t e  had a d o p t e d .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  one  
c o u l d  c r e a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  c o m p o s i t e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  w h e t h e r  
s t a t e s  had a d o p t e d  e a c h  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and d i s r e g a r d e d
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TABLE 4-11
R e l ia b i l i t y  Analys is , C o rre la t io n s , Means and Standard Deviations
D is t r ib u t iv e  Leg is la tion
1. MLS MARRIAGE LICENSE SURCHARGE
2 .  MONY MONEY APPROPRIATED
MEAN STD OEV CASES
4 2 0 0  . 4 9 8 6  SO.O
5 8 0 0  . 4 9 8 6  5 0 . 0
MLS
MONY




- . 3 4 3 2  1 . 0 0 0 0
1 . MLS
2 .  MONY
R E L IA B IL IT Y  C O E F FIC IE N TS  2 ITEMS
ALPHA *  - 1 . 0 4 5 0  STANDARDIZED ITEM ALPHA =* - 1 . 0 4 5 0
1 1 1
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the extent of each type of legislation that the state
adopted. Both of these approaches are used and compared in
t h i s  r e s e a r c h .
The f i r s t  t y p e  o f  c o m p o s i t e  i s  an a d d i t i v e  sum o f  a l l  
t h e  p o s s i b l e  components  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s i x  l e g i s l a t i v e  
t y p e s .  T h e r e  a r e  49 p o s s i b l e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  c o m pone nts ,  13 
p o s s i b l e  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  c o m p o n e n ts ,  15 p o l i c e  r e f o r m  
com ponents ,  4 c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m  com ponents ,  8 
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  c o m p o n en ts ,  and t h e  2 f u n d i n g  components .
T h i s  v a r i a b l e  w i l l  be c a l l e d  l e g a l  c o m p r e h e n s iv e n e s s .  The  
r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  i s  i n  T a b l e  4 - 1 2 .  T h i s  i n d e x  has a
r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 2 4 8 7 .  The i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  i n d e x
i s  n o t  t o  c r e a t e  an i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  m easure ,  b u t  
i n s t e a d  t o  t a k e  a s i m p l e  c o u n t  o f  t h e  number o f  p o l i c i e s  
a d o p t e d  by t h e  s t a t e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t y p e .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a 
measure  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f o r t  i n  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y .  The  
i n d e x  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  do n o t  have a c o n s i s t e n t  
a p p r o a c h  t o  w i f e  a buse  p o l i c y  w h ic h  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  low  
r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t .  S t a t e s  have  chosen t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  on d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e f o r m  r a t h e r  th a n  
a d o p t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e f o r m s .  A l t e r n a t e l y  t h i s  
c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  
p ro b le m s  and t h e  w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  t a k e n  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  a b u se  i s  b e in g  ap p ro ac h e d  f r o m  a 
number o f  p e r s p e c t i v e s  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s .
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TABLE 4-12
R e lia b ility  Analysis, C orre lations, Means and Standard Deviations
Legal Comprehensiveness Index
1. PORDER PROTECTION ORDER
2 . DOMREL DOMESTIC RELATIONS
3 .  PGLPOW POLICE REFORM
4 .  SEPOFFB C R IM IN A L  LAW REFORM
5 .  RECORO INFORMATIONAL LEG
6. MONY MONEY APPROPRIATED









2 3 .3 0 0 0  
6.0 4 0 0  
4 .9 4 0 0  
.4 4 0 0  
1 .6 8 0 0  
.5 6 0 0  
.4 2 0 0
STO OEV
1 2 .3 6 7 3  
3 .5 3 3 9  
3 .7 9 8 0  
.9 7 2 3  
1 .9 5 2 9  
. 4 9 8 6  






PORDER DOMREL PQLPOW SEPOFFB RECORD MONY
PORDER t .0000
OOMREL .0 3 5 0 1 .OOOO
POLPOtf . 3 3 4 5 . 1994 1.0000
SEPOFFB .0 3 4 6 -  . 1834 .0 0 1 8 1.0000
RECORD . 1038 - . 0 8 6 8 .0 6 0 6 - . 2 2 5 3 1.0000
MONY - . 0 5 8 6 . 1024 .2 4 5 1 -  . 1583 .0 2 6 8 1.0000
MLS .0 1 8 9 . 164 0 .0 2 4 4 - .0 9 4 3 .2 6 6 6 - . 3 4 3 2
*  OF CASES - 5 0 . 0
R E L IA B IL IT Y  C O E FFIC IEN TS  
ALPHA ■ .2 4 8 7  1
7 ITEMS
STANDARDIZED ITE M  ALPHA -  .1529
1 1 3
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The second t y p e  o f  c o m p o s i t e  i s  a m easu re  o f  how many 
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  s t a t e s  ha ve  a d o p t e d .  A 
dummy v a r i a b l e  was c r e a t e d  f o r  e ac h  o f  t h e  s i x  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a r e a s ,  and t h e  s t a t e  r e c e i v e d  a  s c o r e  o f  one i f  i t  had any  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  t y p e .  T h e r e  a r e  s i x  components  i n  t h i s  
i n d e x  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e v e n  b e c a u s e  a s t a t e  r e c e i v e s  a s c o r e  o f  
one i f  i t  has e i t h e r  o f  t h e  tw o  f u n d i n g  p o l i c i e s .  The  
s c o r e s  w ere  t h e n  summed f o r  e ac h  s t a t e .
T a b l e  4 - 1 3  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h i s  
v a r i a b l e  w h ich  w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  l e g a l  p r e s e n c e  
i n d e x .
S t a t e - t o - S t a t e  D i f f e r e n c e s
S t a t e s  h ave  v a r i e d  w i d e l y  i n  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  
a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Some s t a t e s  h a ve  ch o sen  t o  r e f o r m  t h e i r  
c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  ha ve  f o c u s e d  on 
r e f o r m i n g  t h e i r  c i v i l  o r  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l a w s .  T h i s  
d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  l o o k  a t  t h e  s t a t e  r a n k s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t y p e s .  W h i l e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  v e r s i o n s  o f  some o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t y p e s  a r e  u s ed  i n  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  
t h e  s t a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  e a s i e r  t o  r e a d  and u n d e r s t a n d  i f  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  a s i m p l e  c o u n t  o f  t h e  number o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c om pone nts  a d o p t e d  by e a c h  s t a t e .
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P r o t e c t i o n  O r d e r  L e g i s l a t i o n
The f i r s t  column o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 4  shows t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  c o v e r a g e  ra n g e s  f ro m  s e v e n  s t a t e s  w i t h  no p r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h r e e  s t a t e s ,  D e l a w a r e ,  M a i n e ,  and 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h ic h  have  a d o p t e d  40 o r  more o f  t h e  49 p o s s i b l e  
co m p o n e n ts .  Most  s t a t e s  have  a t  l e a s t  a d o p t e d  some k in d  o f  
r e f o r m  w i t h  41 o f  t h e  s t a t e s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  c o u r t  t o  e v i c t  an 
a b u s e r  f r o m  a r e s i d e n c e .  T w e n t y - e i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  p r o v i d e  
f o r  t e m p o r a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m  o r  c h i l d r e n .
D o m e s t ic  R e l a t i o n s  L e g i s l a t i o n
The second  column o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 4  d i s p l a y s  t h e  s t a t e  
r a n k i n g s  on d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
w i f e  a b u s e .  O n ly  f i v e  s t a t e s  ha ve  no l e g i s l a t i o n .  A rk a n s a s  
i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  i n  common w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  have  no 
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  means t h a t  women in  
A r k a n s a s ,  m a r r i e d  o r  n o t ,  ha v e  t h e  l e a s t  h e l p  a v a i l a b l e .  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  C o l o r a d o ,  and A r i z o n a  have  a d o p t e d  12 o r  more o f  
t h e  14 p o s s i b l e  r e f o r m s .
P o l i c e  R e fo rm  L e g i s l a t i o n
The t h i r d  column o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 4  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e  
r a n k i n g s  on t h e  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  m e a s u re .  A la b am a ,  A rk a n s a s  
and M i s s i s s i p p i  w h ic h  have  no d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
have  a l s o  n o t  a d o p t e d  any t y p e s  o f  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  O f  t h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  ha ve  a d o p t e d  some k i n d  o f  
p o l i c e  r e f o r m ,  t h e r e  i s  a f a i r l y  s p r e a d  o u t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
w i t h  M a in e  a g a i n  r a n k i n g  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  i n d e x ,  w i t h  a
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TABLE 4-13
Reliability Analysis, Correlations, Means and Standard Deviations
Legal Presence Index
1. POLPOW POLICE REFORM
2 . DOMREL DOMESTIC RELATIONS
3 . RECORD INFORMATIONAL LEG
A . PORDER PROTECTION OROER
5. SEPOFFB CRIMINAL LAV REFORM
6. FUND FUNDING OR SHELTERS
MEAN STD DEV CASES
1 . POLPOW .8600 .3505 50 .0
2 . DOMREL .9000 .3030 50 .0
3. RECORD .5800 . 4986 50.0
A . PORDER .8600 .3505 50.0
c  t SEPOFFB .2000 .404 1 50 .0
6 . FUNO .8800 .3283 50.0
CORRELATION MATRIX
POLPOW DOMREL RECORD PORDER
POLPOW 1 .OOOO
OOMREL .44 19 1.0000
RECORD .0070 -.013 5 1.0000
PORDER . 1694 .0576 . 1238 1 .OOOO
SEPOFFB .0576 -.333 3 - .  1823 .0576
FUNO .2058 .4924 . 1846 .0284
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s c o r e  o f  13 and U ta h  r a n k i n g  a t  t h e  t o p ,  a d o p t i n g  14 
d i f f e r e n t  r e f o r m s .
C r i m i n a l  Law R e fo rm
The s t a t e  r a n k i n g s  on t h e  c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m  m easure  
a r e  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  co lumn o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 4 .  T h e r e  i s  v e r y  
l i t t l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  i n d e x .  O n ly  10 s t a t e s  h a v e  made 
w i f e  a b u s e  a  s e p a r a t e  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e .  S u r p r i s i n g l y , 
A r k a n s a s  w h i l e  n o t  a d o p t i n g  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r e f o r m s  has  
a d o p t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  ways t o  c r i m i n a l i z e  w i f e  a b u s e .  
The New E n g la n d  s t a t e s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  New H a m p s h i r e  and  
Rhode I s l a n d  ha v e  a l s o  c r i m i n a l i z e d  w i f e  a b u s e .
I n f o r m a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i o n
Column f i v e  o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 4  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e  r a n k i n g s  
on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n d e x .  O v e r  h a l f  ( 5 8 * )  o f  
t h e  s t a t e s  h a v e  some f o r m  o f  r e c o r d k e e p i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
M i n n e s o t a  r a n k s  f i r s t  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a g e n c i e s  
t o  keep  r e c o r d s  and r e p o r t .  M i s s i s s i p p i  and West V i r g i n i a  
a l s o  r a n k  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  i n d e x  and r e q u i r e  a m ix  o f  
r e p o r t i n g  and r e c o r d k e e p i n g .
D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n
B e c a u s e  t h e  tw o  t y p e s  o f  f u n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be 
a n a l y z e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  been i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  t a b l e .  The  s t a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  on t h e s e  
tw o  m e a s u re s  can be f o u n d  i n  T a b l e  4 - 1 5 .  O n l y  A r k a n s a s ,  
C o l o r a d o ,  G e o r g i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  M i s s o u r i ,  and T e n n e s s e e  have  
no f u n d i n g  mechanism f o r  w i f e ,  a b u s e  p r o g r a m s .  M os t  o f  t h e s e
1 1 7
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T ABL E 4 - 1 5
STATE D ISTRIBUTIONS FOR D IS T R IB U T IV E  LEGISLATION
S t a t e  M a r r i a g e  L i c e n s e
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  S u r c h a r g e
ALABAMA 0
ARIZONA o ALASKA 0
ARKANSAS 0 ARKANSAS 0
CALIFORNIA 0 COLORADO 0
COLORADO o CONNECTICUT 0
FLORIDA 0 DELAWARE 0
GEORGIA 0 GEORGIA 0
IDAHO o HAWAII 0
INDIANA o INDIANA 0
KANSAS 0 IOWA 0
MARYLAND 0 LOUISIANA 0
M IS S IS S IP P I o MAINE 0
MISSOURI o MARYLAND 0
NEVADA o MASSACHUSETTS 0
NEW HAMPSHIRE 0 M IS S IS S IP P I 0
NORTH DAKOTA 0 MISSOURI 0
OHIO o NEBRASKA 0
OREGON o NEW MEXICO 0
SOUTH DAKOTA o NEW YORK 0
TENNESSEE o NORTH CAROLINA 0
WEST V IR G IN IA o OKLAHOMA 0
ALASKA 1 PENNSYLVANIA 0
CONNECTICUT 1 RHODE ISLAND 0
DELAWARE 1 SOUTH CAROLINA 0
HAWAII 1 TENNESSEE 0
IL L IN O IS 1 TEXAS 0
IOWA 1 UTAH 0
KENTUCKY 1 WASHINGTON 0
LOUISIANA 1 WISCONSIN 0
MAINE 1 WYOMING 0
MASSACHUSETTS 1 ALABAMA 1
MICHIGAN 1 ARIZONA 1
MINNESOTA 1 CALIFORNIA 1
MONTANA 1 FLORIDA 1
NEBRASKA 1 IDAHO 1
NEW JERSEY 1 IL L IN O IS 1
NEW MEXICO 1 KANSAS 1
NEW YORK 1 KENTUCKY 1
NORTH CAROLINA 1 MICHIGAN 1
OKLAHOMA 1 MINNESOTA 1
PENNSYLVANIA 1 MONTANA 1
RHODE ISLANO 1 NEVADA 1
SOUTH CAROLINA 1 NEW HAMPSHIRE 1
TEXAS 1 NEW JERSEY 1
UTAH 1 NORTH DAKOTA 1
VERMONT OHIO 1
V IR G IN IA 1 OREGON 1





V IR G IN IA
1
1
1 WEST V IR G IN IA 1
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s t a t e s  a r e  in  t h e  South  and may r e f l e c t  ar, i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  f a m i l y  
m a t t e r s .
C o m p o s i te  M e a s u re s
Column 1 o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 6  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e  r a n k i n g s  on 
t h e  l e g a l  c o m p r e h e n s iv e n e s s  m e as u re .  S t a t e  r a n k i n g s  range  
f ro m  a low o f  4 p o l i c i e s  i n  A r k a n s a s  t o  a h i g h  o f  64 in  
I l l i n o i s  w i t h  g r e a t  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  b e tw e e n .  R e g io n a l  
p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  measure  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  
Column 2 o f  T a b l e  4 - 1 6  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
t h e  1983 c o m p o s i t e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  how many o f  t h e  s i x  t y p e s  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  have  been a d o p t e d  by t h e  s t a t e s .  T h re e  
s t a t e s ,  H a w a i i ,  New H a m p s h i r e  and W is c o n s in  have  a l l  a d o p te d  
a t  l e a s t  one component o f  a l l  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t y p e s .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  o n l y  New H a m p s h i r e  r a n k s  i n  t h e  t o p  10% o f  
t h e  t o t a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n d e x .  What t h i s  may i n d i c a t e  i s  t h a t  
w h i l e  some s t a t e s  have  a d o p t e d  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  t y p e s  o f  
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s ,  t h e y  do n o t  h ave  v e r y  
e x t e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  w i t h i n  ea c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a .
S t a t e s  have  v a r i e d  w i d e l y  i n  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  
a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n .  S t a t e s  t h a t  r a n k  h i g h  on some t y p e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  may r a n k  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  m easures  o f  o t h e r  
t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  l o o k  a t  w ha t  
f a c t o r s  e x p l a i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  
p o l i c y .  I t  may be t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  a r e  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e s .  B e f o r e
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TA B LE 4 - 1 6
S t a t e  D i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  Composite  Measures
Legal Comprehensiveness Legal  Presence
In d e x  Index
ARKANSAS 4 .0 0
SOUTH CAROLINA 7 .0 0
IDAHO 8.00
NEW MEXICO 8 .00




KENTUCKY 2 3 .0 0
WISCONSIN 24 .00
WASHINGTON 2 6 .0 0
COLORADO 2 7 .0 0
TENNESSEE 2 7 .0 0
NEVADA 2 9 .0 0
FLORIDA 3 0 .0 0
GEORGIA 3 2 .0 0
SOUTH DAKOTA 3 2 .0 0
CONNECTICUT 3 3 .0 0
NEBRASKA 3 3 .0 0
ALABAMA 3 4 .0 0
WYOMING 34 .00
IOWA 3 5 .0 0
M IS S IS S IP P I 3 5 .0 0
OKLAHOMA 3 5 .0 0
PENNSYLVANIA 3 9 .0 0
MARYLAND 4 0 .0 0
ARIZONA 41 .00
UTAH 4 1 .0 0
NORTH DAKOTA 4 2 .0 0
KANSAS 4 3 .0 0
LOUISIANA 4 3 .0 0
RHODE ISLAND 4 4 .0 0
VERMONT 4 4 .0 0
NORTH CAROLINA 4 6 . 0 0
MASSACHUSETTS 4 7 . 0 0
MISSOURI 47 .0 0
ALASKA 4 8 . 0 0
HAWAII 4 9 .0 0
TEXAS 4 9 .0 0
NEW JERSEY 5 0 .0 0
OHIO 5 0 . 0 0
OREGON 5 3 . 0 0
WEST V IR G IN IA 54 .0 0
DELAWARE 55 .0 0
NEW YORK 5 5 . 0 0
NEW HAMPSHIRE 5 7 . 0 0
MINNESOTA 61 .0 0
CALIFORNIA 6 2 . 0 0
MAINE 6 3 . 0 0
IL L IN O IS 6 4 . 0 0
ARKANSAS 1 .0 0
M IS S IS S IP P I 2.00
SOUTH CAROLINA 2.00
ALABAMA 3 .0 0
COLORADO 3 .0 0
KANSAS 3 . 0 0
MISSOURI 3 .0 0
NEW MEXICO 3 .0 0
TENNESSEE 3 . 0 0
VIR G IN IA 3 .0 0
ARIZONA 4 . 0 0
DELAWARE 4 .00
GEORGIA 4 .0 0
IDAHO 4 .0 0
INDIANA 4 . 0 0
MICHIGAN 4 .0 0
MONTANA 4 .0 0
NORTH DAKOTA 4 .0 0
OKLAHOMA 4 . 0 0
OREGON 4 .00
PENNSYLVANIA 4 .00
SOUTH DAKOTA 4 . 0 0
VERMONT 4 . 0 0
WASHINGTON 4 . 0 0
WYOMING 4 . 0 0
ALASKA 5 .0 0
CALIFORNIA 5 . 0 0
CONNECTICUT 5 .0 0
FLORIDA 5 .00
IL L IN O IS 5 .00
IOWA 5 .0 0
KENTUCKY 5 . 0 0
LOUISIANA 5 . 0 0
MAINE 5 .00
MARYLAND 5 .00
MASSACHUSETTS 5 . 0 0
MINNESOTA 5 . 0 0
NEBRASKA 5 .0 0
NEVADA 5 .0 0
NEW JERSEY 5 .00
NEW YORK 5 . 0 0
NORTH CAROLINA 5 .00
OHIO 5 .00
RHODE ISLAND 5 . 0 0
TEXAS 5 . 0 0
UTAH 5 . 0 0
WEST V IR G IN IA 5 .0 0
HAWAII 6 . 0 0
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t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  lo c k  f o r
r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  in  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t i o n .
R e g i o n a l  V a r i a t i o n
Census R e g io n s
One f a c t o r  t h a t  may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s  o f  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t y p e s  i s  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  S t a t e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  may s h a r e  a  
c u l t u r e  t h a t  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  one t y p e  o f  
p o l i c y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r .  Or  r e g i o n s  may v a r y  i n  t h e  
e x t e n t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h ave  a d o p t e d .  R e g i o n a l  
a n a l y s i s  i s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  e x a m in e  t h e s e  i d e a s .
T a b l e  4 - 1 7  shows t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h e  4 m a j o r  U .S .  
r e g i o n s  d i f f e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  b a t t e r e d  
w i v e s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  was used t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e tw ee n  t h e  mean number o f  c o m p o n e n ts  f o r  each l e g i s l a t i v e  
t y p e  a d o p t e d  by t h e  f o u r  r e g i o n s .  A f i n d i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  p < . 1 0 .  F i r s t  t h e  s i x  
l e g i s l a t i v e  t y p e s  i n d e x e s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  and t h e n  t h e  
c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u re s  w i l l  be c o m p a re d .
The N o r t h  E a s t  a t t a i n s  t h e  h i g h e s t  a d o p t i o n  s c o r e s  on 
f o u r  o f  t h e  s i x  i n d e x e s .  The  N o r t h  E a s t  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  
have  a d o p t e d  c r i m i n a l  l a w  r e f o r m ,  expa nde d  p o l i c e
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Protect ion  
Order Provisions 30.67 24.25 22.19 18.69 .9215
Domestic Relat ions* .24 .13 - . 4 9 .32 .1167
Police Reform* .48 - . 0 5 - . 4 8 .30 .0682
Criminal  Law Reform .44 .42 .50 .38 .9913
Informat ion* - . 0 5 .17 - . 0 4 - . 0 8 .9251
Marriage l icense  
Surcharge .33 .58 .31 .46 .5070
Appropriat ions .89 .50 .50 .54 .2372
Legal
Comprehensiveness 47.78 38.92 32.87 34.38 .1016
Legal Presence 4.89 4.42 3.81 4.31 .8659
* Z score
r s s p o n s i b i 1 i t i e s  and power ,  p r o v i d e d  f u n d i n g  and have  
e x t e n s i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  c o v e r a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o n ly  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  f o r  t h e  p o l i c e  
r e f o r m  in d e x .
The N o r t h  C e n t r a l  i s  most l i k e l y  t o  have a d o p te d  a 
m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e  as a way o f  f u n d i n g  w i f e  abuse  
p ro g ra m s .  O ver  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  have a 
m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  I t  i s  a l s o  most l i k e l y  t o  have  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .
The West has t h e  h i g h e s t  mean f o r  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  C o l o r a d o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and A r i z o n a  a r e  t h e  t o p  
t h r e e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  50 on t h i s  i n d e x ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  
h i g h e r  o v e r a l l  mean. The West has  t h e  l o w e s t  mean f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p e r h a p s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  in  t h e  
W e s t ,  d o m e s t ic  c o u r t s  w h ich  d e a l  w i t h  m a r r i e d  women a r e  t h e  
p l a c e s  where  b a t t e r e d  women can go f o r  h e l p .
The South  has t h e  l o w e s t  means f o r  two o u t  o f  t h e  s i x  
i n d e x e s .  P o l i c e  powers  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  l e a s t  
l i k e l y  t o  be r e f o r m e d  and l e s s  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  p r o v i s i o n s  
h a v e  been e n a c t e d .  The S o u th  i s  known f o r  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i s m  
and i t  may be t h a t  p o l i c e  s t i l l  h o l d  s e x i s t  v ie w s  and have  
l o b b i e d  a g a i n s t  r e f o r m s  and r e s i s t e d  c h a n g e .  The South  a l s o  
does  n o t  have  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  p r o v i s i o n s  
t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  women and i s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  fu n d  p ro g ra m s .  
T h i s  may r e f l e c t  an i d e o l o g y  o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and t h e  
s t a t e s  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  may be seen as
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i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  th e  f a m i l y  or  seen as c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  the  
breakup o f  f a m i l i e s .  The South ranks r e l a t i v e l y  h igh on the  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  d imension and i t  may be t h a t  th e  South is  
s t i l l  s tu d y in g  and documenting th e  problem t o  see i f  reforms  
a r e  n e ce s s a ry .  None o f  th e  r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  the  
seven p o l i c y  a r e a s  a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  in p a r t  
due t o  the  sm al l  number o f  cases .  However,  th e s e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  not in te n d e d  t o  be e s t im a t e s  o f  p o p u la t io n  
pa ram e te rs  and th e y  do r e f l e c t  re a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  re g io n a l  
p o l i c y  a d o p t io n  as o f  1983.
The l e g i s l a t i v e  comprehensiveness index  r e f l e c t e d  many 
o f  t h e  t r e n d s  d is c u s s ed  above,  and t h e  r e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
were s i g n i f i c a n t .  The Nor th  East  scored h i g h e s t ,  w i t h  
a lm o s t  15 more components th a n  th e  s t a t e s  in  .the South.
T h is  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  N o r th e rn  i n d u s t r i a l  s t a t e s  may 
s hare  a p o l i t i c a l  i d e o lo g y  t h a t  encourages t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
b a t t e r e d  women. These a r e  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  a re  f a i r l y  
urba n .  The South on t h e  o t h e r  hand, may s t i l l  r e f l e c t  a 
p a t r i a r c h a l  i d e o lo g y  t h a t  c o n t in u e s  t o  l i m i t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  women. The N o r th  C e n t r a l  and the  West had f a i r l y  s i m i l a r  
s co re s  on t h i s  in d e x ,  t h a t  were s t i l l  q u i t e  a b i t  lower  than  
t h e  N o r th  E a s t .
These p a t t e r n s  b a s i c a l l y  d is a p p e a r  w i t h  th e  le g a l  
p resence  index  o f  t h e  number o f  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
adopte d .  W h i l e  t h e  N o r th  Eas t  s t i l l  had t h e  most d iv e r s e  
c o ve ra g e ,  w i t h  an ave ra g e  o f  a lm os t  f i v e  o f  t h e  s i x  p o s s ib le
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a r e a s ,  t h e  S o u th  h a s  a d o p t e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  a l m o s t  f o u r  
t y p e s .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  o t h e r  two r e g i o n s  a r e  
s l i g h t .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w h i l e  a l l  s t a t e s  h a v e  made 
some e f f o r t  t o  r e f o r m  t h e i r  b a s i c  law s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
r e f o r m  d i f f e r s  w i d e l y .
N o r t h / S o u t h  C o m p a r is o n s
Based on t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  most d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  
i n  t h e  S o u th  o r  N o r t h  E a s t ,  t h e r e f o r e  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  was 
c o n d u c t e d  t o  l o o k  a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  t h e  S o u th  and t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  t o  s e e  i f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  i n  f a c t  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  D i f f e r e n c e  o f  means t  t e s t s  w e re  used  t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  a n a l y s e s  
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  4 - 1 8 .
R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  i s  
more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  d o m e s t i c  
r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  and i n f o r m a t i o n a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The  N o r t h  E a s t  has  a h i g h e r  mean on a l l  o f  t h e  
m e a s u re s  e x c e p t  a  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e  l a w ,  w h e re  i t s  
mean i s  l o w e r  and c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m ,  w h e re  i t s  mean i s  t h e  
same. The  d i f f e r e n c e  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  h a v i n g  a  
mean o f  31 t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s mean o f  2 2 .  The  
N o r t h  E a s t  was a l s o  much more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  w i f e  a b u se  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  89% o f  t h e  
N o r t h  E a s t e r n  s t a t e s  f u n d i n g  p ro g ra m s  and s e r v i c e s  v e r s u s
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Regional D i fferences 1n Means for  Wife Abuse L e g is la t io n  Indices
Index North Non North P. Value Soutli Non South** P. Value
East East* for  D i f fe rence (n = 16) (n=34) f  or
(n=9) (n=41) of Means 01fTerence 
of Means
Protect ion
Order Provisions 30.67 21.68 .0473 22. 19 23.82 .6672
Domestic R e la t io n s * * *  .24 - . 0 5 .4318 - . 4 9 .23 .0168
Pol ice  Reform*** .48 - .1 1 . 1097 - . 4 8 .22 .0188
Criminal  Law Reform .44 .44 .9881 .50 .41 .7681
In fo rm a t io n a l * * * 1. 78 1.66 .8703 1.93 1.56 .5280
Marriage License 
Surcharge .33 .44 .5700 .31 .47 .3004
Appropriat ions .89 .51 .0388 .50 .62 .4420
Legal
Comprehensi veness 47.78 35.12 .0234 32.88 39.53 . 1554
Legal Presence 4.89 4. 15 .0539 3.81 4.50 .0291
* Non North East Includes North C entra l ,  South, & West.
* *  Non South Includes North,  North Centra l  & West.
* * *  Z score
c n l y  51% o f  t h e  non N o r t h  E a s t e r n  s t a t e s .  I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  
t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  f u n d  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  
fcudget a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  more 
l i k e l y  t o  use a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .
The c o m p o s i t e  r e s u l t s  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  t r e n d .  The s t a t e s  
i n  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  had a d o p t e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  4 7 . 7 8  components  
v e r s u s  an a v e r a g e  o f  o n l y  3 5 . 1 2  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
and t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  When t h e  
1983 c o m p o s i t e  o f  t h e  number o f  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  
a d o p t e d ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  r e m a i n s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  t h e  gap  
be tw ee n  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  and t h e  Non N o r t h  E a s t  i s  n a r r o w e r .  
Both a r e a s  have  a d o p t e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  t y p e s  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  a d o p t i n g  an a v e r a g e  o f  
4 . 8 9  v e r s u s  t h e  Non N o r t h  E a s t ’ s a v e r a g e  o f  4 . 1 5 .  These  two  
r e s u l t s  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  r e g io n s  a r e  
c l o s e  i n  t h e  ra n g e  o f  p o l i c i e s  t h e y  have  a d o p te d  t h e  N o r t h  
E a s t  has much more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p o l i c i e s  i n d i c a t i n g  
b a t t e r e d  women in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  have  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more r i g h t s  and p r o t e c t i o n  t h a n  women in  
s t a t e s  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .
When t h e  S o u th  i s  com pared  t o  t h e  non S o u th e rn  s t a t e s ,  
i t  has  a lo w e r  mean on a l l  o f  t h e  m eas ure s  e x c e p t  t h e  
c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m  and i n f o r m a t i o n a l  in d e x e s .  P o l i c e  
r e f o r m  i s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  South  where  t h e  mean 
number o f  r e f o r m s  a d o p t e d  i s  3 . 2  w h i l e  in  t h e  non South  t h e  
mean i s  5 . 7 9 .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
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The South has a s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p r o p e n s i t y  to  c r i m i n a l i z e  
w i f e  abuse and r e q u i r e s  more a g en c ies  on th e  average to  
r e p o r t  and document w i f e  abuse.  I t  may be t h a t  th e  South is  
more l i k e l y  t o  c r i m i n a l i z e  a v a r i e t y  o f  b e h a v io rs .  I t  a lso  
may be t h a t  th e  South r e q u i r e s  more r e p o r t i n g  and 
reco rd k eep in g  in  an a t t e m p t  t o  document the  problem b e fo re  
com m it t ing  r e s o u rc e s  t o  t h e  prob lem.
The r e s u l t s  comparing t h e  Southern  and Non Southern  
s t a t e s  on t h e  two com posi te  measures a ls o  suggest  t h a t  women 
in  the  South have le s s  p r o t e c t i o n  tha n  women in  o t h e r  p a r t s  
o f  the  c o u n t r y .  A l though n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h e  com posi tes  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  Southern  
s t a t e s  have a s m a l l e r  range o f  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and le s s  
comprehensive  coverage  w i t h i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a rea s .  The 
average number o f  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  South was 
o n ly  3 .01  versus  a mean o f  4 . 5  f o r  t h e  Non Southern s t a t e s .  
T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
C o n c lu s i  on
I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  much has changed s in c e  t h e  19th c e n tu ry  
c a l l  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  re fo rm  t o  h e lp  abused w ive s .  The 
concerns o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement o f  th e  1970s and 1980s 
have been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  has th e  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  v e ry  r e a l  change in  t h e  l i v e s  o f  b a t t e r e d  women. A l l  
the  s t a t e s  have adopted some k in d  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a l though
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t h e r e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  t y p e  and scope  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  by t h e  A m e r ic a n  s t a t e s .
What a r e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  chang e  f o r  b a t t e r e d  
women? G iv e n  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  w i f e  ab u se  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
C h a p t e r  2 ,  t h e s e  l e g a l  c h a n g e s  s h o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  a 
d e c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e .  F i r s t ,  f r o m  an e x c h a n g e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
many o f  t h e s e  law s  work  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  b a t t e r e d  women. Some l e g i s l a t i o n  g u a r a n t e e s  them  
s p e c i f i c  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o s t  o f  b a t t e r i n g  t o  t h e  a b u s e r  and s h o u l d  
t h e r e f o r e  l e a d  t o  a d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  l e v e l  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Fagan ( 1 9 8 9 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  may 
d e c r e a s e  b e c a u s e  f a c t o r s  such  as  t h e  f e a r  o f  d i v o r c e  o r  
p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  a s s a u l t s  may c h a n g e  t h e  power i m b a l a n c e  
i n  t h e  f a m i l y  and r a i s e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  b a t t e r i n g  t o  t h e  
h u s b a n d .  W h i l e  v i o l e n c e  may s t i l l  be an " u l t i m a t e "  r e s o u r c e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  men i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n t r o l  women, t h e  
l e g a l  c h a n g e  e n a c t e d  in  1983  g i v e s  women more c o n t r o l  o v e r  
t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s  and o p t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  s t a y i n g  w i t h  t h e  
a b u se r , .
From a c o n f l i c t  t h e o r y  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  women s h o u l d  be 
a b l e  t o  g a i n  more p o w e r ,  and be l e s s  c o e r c e d  by v i o l e n c e  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  can use  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  l e g a l  s a n c t i o n s  t o  manage  
c o n f l i c t .  Women s h o u l d  be i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  and b a r g a i n  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and t h e r e f o r e
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r e s o l v e  t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  t o  v i o l e n c e  
( S p r e y  1 9 7 1 ) .
By no l o n g e r  l e g a l l y  s a n c t i o n i n g  v i o l e n c e  and t a k i n g  a 
p r o a c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  v i o l e n c e ,  e v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  i s  
an u n a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  s t a t e  i s  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  power  
o f  t h e  p a t r i a r c h y .  A c c o r d in g  t o  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y ,  t h i s  
s h o u ld  l e a d  t o  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  men t o  d o m in a te  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and c o n t r o l  women. F e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  would  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  however  o n l y  a p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n  because  
t h e  s o c i e t y  s t i l l  e m p h a s iz e s  a g g r e s s i o n  and v i o l e n c e  and  
women a r e  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  p o w e r l e s s  ( A n d e r s o n  1 9 8 3 ) .
What ways t h i s  l e g a l  change  has o r  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  
l i v e s  o f  b a t t e r e d  women i s  s t i l l  t o  be d e t e r m i n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  
some r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  chang es  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  have  v e r y  r e a l  and p o t e n t i a l  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  w i f e  a b u se .  R e s e a r c h  on t h e  e f f e c t  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  on r e c i d i v i s m  (Sherm an & B e r k  19 8 4 ;  J a f f e e  e t . a l  
1 9 8 6 ) ,  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  s a n c t i o n s  and t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  
s a n c t i o n s  on a c t u a l  w i f e  abuse  (C a rm o d y ,  198 6 ;  W i l l i a m s  & 
H a w kin s  1 9 8 9 )  and on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women (Browne  & W i l l i a m s  1 9 8 7 )  a l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
v i o l e n c e  s h o u ld  d e c r e a s e  w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
p r o t e c t s  b a t t e r e d  women.
A t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  a much b e t t e r  c l i m a t e  e x i s t e d  in  1983  
t h a n  i n  t h e  mid 1 9 7 0 ’ s when t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  s y s te m  by b a t t e r e d  women’ s a d v o c a t e s  s u r f a c e d .
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W h i l e  t h i s  c l i m a t e  e x i s t s ,  and t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n s u r e s  
b a t t e r e d  women p r o t e c t i o n  and r e c o u r s e  i f  t h e  law s  a r e  
e n f o r c e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  some o t h e r  s o c i e t a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  
must o c c u r  b e f o r e  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e s  o f  w i f e  abuse  can be 
e r a d i c a t e d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  s e x - r o l e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s t i l l  
e n c o u ra g e s  m a le  a g g r e s s i o n  and d o m inance .  The e x p e c t a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  c o n t r a c t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2 a r e  s t i l l  
p e r v a s i v e  f o r  many i n  o u r  c u l t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  does n o t  g u a r a n t e e  e n f o r c e m e n t .
H ow ever ,  n o t  a l l  women i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  t h e  
same d e g r e e  o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  same a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s .  
T h e r e  a r e  some r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  f e w  a r e  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  f a c t o r s  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  p a t t e r n s  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The n e x t  c h a p t e r  a n a l y z e s  a model t h a t  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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CHAPTER 5
EXPLAINING STATE TO STATE 
VARIATION IN WIFE ABUSE 
LEGISLATION
T h is  c h a p t e r  r e p o r t s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  re g r e s s io n  
a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  th e  
w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  soc ioe conom ic ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 
f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s .  These i n d i c a t o r s  in c lu d e  measures o f  
s o c io -e c o n o m ic  deve lopment and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  in  a s t a t e ,  
measures o f  women and th e  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem,  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
women, and measures o f  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y .
A model i s  t e s t e d  f o r  each o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  
w i f e  abuse p o l i c y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  model i s  t e s t e d  f o r  two 
comprehensive  p o l i c y  measures.  The f i r s t  t y p e  o f  composi te  
measure c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  components o f  a l l  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  ty p e s  adopted by th e  s t a t e .  T h is  composi te  
i s  c a l l e d  t h e  l e g a l  comprehensiveness  in d e x .  The second 
composi te  measure i n d i c a t e s  o n ly  i f  t h e  s t a t e  has adopted  
each o f  t h e  s i x  s e p a r a t e  t y p e s  o f  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  and i s  
c a l l e d  t h e  l e g a l  presence in d e x .
T h is  c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  
t h e  g e n e ra l  a n a l y s i s  t e c h n iq u e s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  as a re  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  r u l e s  used t o  d e ve lo p  a f i n a l  model.  N e x t ,  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  both th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  and f i n a l  model a n a l y s i s  a re
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d i s c u s s e d  f o r  each o f  t h e  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n a l ,  
d i s t r i b u t i v e ,  and c o m p o s i t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a s .  T h e re  a r e  
f o u r  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s ,  one i n f o r m a t i o n a l  and two  
d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s .  O v e r a l l  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  d a t a  a r e  
e x p l o r e d ,  as  a r e  r e a s o n s  f o r  u n e x p e c t e d  f i n d i n g s .
D a t a  R e d u c t i o n  T e c h n i q u e s
The e f f e c t s  o f  a l l  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  C h a p t e r  3 w e r e  e s t i m a t e d  u s i n g  o r d i n a r y  l e a s t  s q u a re s  
m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  and l o g i t  r e g r e s s i o n .  The t w e l v e  
i n i t i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i v e  a r e a s :  
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  women and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m ;  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women; f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and 
p r i v a c y .  V a r i a b l e s  w i t h  a r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  t h a t  i s  
e q u a l  t o  i t s  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  a n y  o f  t h e  sev en  l e g i s l a t i v e  
t y p e s  o r  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u r e s  was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
m o d e l .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  re d u c e d  t h e  number o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s  t o  e i g h t .  V a r i a b l e s  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l e v e l  o f  
p < . 1 0 . w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  w i t h  a  tw o  
t a i l e d  t e s t .  W h i l e  t h i s  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  . 0 5  o r  .01 l e v e l s  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used as  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t h e r e  a r e  a c o u p l e  o f  r e a s o n s  why t h i s  c r i t e r i a  i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d e a l s  w i t h  a 
p o p u l a t i o n  o r  u n i v e r s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s a m p l e ,  t h u s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t e s t s  ha ve  a d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g .  They can be
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seen ss an a d d i t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c  ( H a m i l t o n ,  1990 )  
t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t e s t s  t h e  d a t a  a g a i n s t  a random m o d e l .
Second,  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t o  some 
e x t e n t  a r b i t r a r y  ( H e n k e l  1 9 7 6 ) .  A .10  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
s t i l l  l e a v e s  o n l y  a t e n  p e r c e n t  chance  o f  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  when i t  i s  t r u e  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  a n i n e t y  
p e r c e n t  c h a n c e  o f  m aking  t h e  c o r r e c t  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  and d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s .
T h i r d ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o v e r  
t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t e s t s  i n  g e n e r a l  (S e e  
M o r r i s o n  and H e n k e l  1 9 7 0 )  and o v e r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  p r a c t i c a l  v e r s u s  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a model o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  
a n a l y s i s  i t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  r e l a t e d , a n d  
p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  
p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h .
S t a n d a r d i z e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  w e re  used t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s .  
T h i s  a l l o w s  us t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p o l i c y .  
C o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  ( r  s q u a r e d )  w e re  c a l c u l a t e d  
f o r  e v e r y  p o l i c y  t y p e .  T h e se  v a l u e s  can be used t o  e v a l u a t e  
t h e  r e l a t i v e  f i t  o f  t h e  model f o r  each  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  
T h i s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h e  p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  may 
have  d e p e n d in g  on t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  To t h i s  e x t e n t  t h e y  a r e
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a l s o  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  how w e l l  t h e  d a t a  
f i t s  a p a r t i c u l a r  model i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( H a m i l t o n  1 9 9 0 ) .
P r e l i m i n a r y  E l i m i n a t i o n
On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s e s ,  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  f e m i n i s t  n a t i o n a l  
v o t e ,  and m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  w e re  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o d e l .
Two o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and i n t e r p a r t y  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  have  been e x t e n s i v e l y  used  i n  p r i o r  p o l i c y  
r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  p r e d i c t  w i f e  
abuse  p o l i c y  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h o s e  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  p o l i c i e s  such  
as e d u c a t i o n ,  w e l f a r e ,  and o t h e r  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s .  S o c i a l  
p o l i c i e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  women’ s r i g h t s  p o l i c i e s ,  may i n  f a c t  
be d r i v e n  by d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  i n d i c a t o r s .  A c o n t r i b u t i o n  
o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  an e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  new 
i n d i c a t o r s .  P o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  f o l l o w s .
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  w h i l e  used e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  p r e v i o u s  
s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h ,  has  been used p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  
f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s ,  and t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  c o s t ,  i n t e n t ,  and outcome o f  t h e s e  
p o l i c i e s  may e x p l a i n  t h e  l a c k  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  may be t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r  
as i m p o r t a n t  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  s t a t e s  as  i t  was i n  t h e
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1960s and 1970s due t o  the  d e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  our  
economy. Morgan & H i r l i n g e r  ( 1 9 8 9 )  suggest in  a r e c e n t  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s t a t e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  Southern  
and g e n e r a l l y  lower  on income and e d u c a t io n  measures. T h e i r  
rese arch  f i n d s  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  e x e r t s  a n e g a t i v e  
fo r c e  on e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  and t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  e f f e c t s  on l i b e r a l  
p o l i c y  a re  s l i g h t .
The h y p o th e s iz e d  i n f l u e n c e  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t io n  i s  
based on an assumption t h a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  need to  p l a c a t e  
c e r t a i n  i n t e r e s t  groups t o  keep g e t t i n g  e l e c t e d .  Given t h e  
r e l a t i v e  pow er lessness  o f  women in  genera l  and b a t t e r e d  
women in  p a r t i c u l a r  in  o ur  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  needs may n o t  be 
im p o r ta n t  enough t o  p l a c a t e  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n .
The la c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  f e m i n i s t  n a t i o n a l  v o te  may 
be due t o  a co u p le  o f  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n ’ s 
vo te s  may not  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  id e o lo g y  a t  th e  s t a t e  l e v e l  and 
t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  may n o t  be a v a l i d  measure o f  th e  
id e o lo g y  o f  thos e  who a c t u a l l y  make p o l i c y  in  th e  s t a t e s .  
Second, w i f e  abuse may n o t  be as i d e o l o g i c a l l y  p o l a r i z i n g  as 
o t h e r  f e m i n i s t  issue s  such as equal  r i g h t s ,  a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s ,  
or  employment r i g h t s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  v o te s  on these  
issues  m ig h t  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  same s e n t im e n t  as votes  on w i f e  
abuse p o l i c y .
The la c k  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  measure  
t o  any o f  t h e  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  measures i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .
What i t  i n d i c a t e s  is  a l a c k  o f  coherence in  a s t a t e ’ s
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p o l i c i e s  t o w a r d  women and t h e  f a m i l y .  T h i s  was s u g g e s t e d  by 
t h e  low l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  i n d e x  h a d .  I t  may 
r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i c a t o r  c o n s i s t s  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  i t e m s  
t h a t  measure  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l e g a l  r i g h t s  g r a n t e d  m a r r i e d  
women, y e t  a r e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  e a c h  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a r o s e  in  
s p e c i f i c  i s o l a t e d  c o n t e x t s  t h a t  may ha ve  r e f l e c t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l  p r o b le m s  women w e r e  h a v i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e s .  W i f e  
abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  i t s  own s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t  
t h a t  i s  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p a s t  p ro b le m s  t h a t  m a r r i e d  
women h a d ,  such  as  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  own p r o p e r t y  o r  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  own names.  I t  i s  h o w e v e r  a r g u a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
common t h r e a d  t h a t  u n i t e s  a l l  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s .  I n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  r e f l e c t  
an a t t e m p t  t o  g i v e  women a u to n o m y ,  r e d u c e  de pen dency  on m a le  
p r o v i d e r s  and d e c r e a s e  m a le  d o m in a n c e .  W h i l e  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n  may i n  some c a s e s  p r o v i d e  women w i t h  au tonom y,  
i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  women f r o m  
p h y s i c a l  a b u se  r a t h e r  t h a n  e c o n o m ic  p r o b l e m s .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  
may be d r i v e n  by d i f f e r e n t  i n d i c a t o r s .  F u t u r e  a n a l y s i s  
s h o u l d  e m p lo y  t h e  model d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t o  
o t h e r  women’ s r i g h t s  and f a m i l y  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  women 
and l o o k  f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s .
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R e s u l t s
I n t r o d u c t i  on
• R e g r e s s i o n  d i a g n o s t i c s  w e re  run f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  f i n a l  
m o d e ls .  P rob lem s  w i t h  s e v e r e  o u t l i e r s  ( t h o s e  c a s e s  w i t h  a 
s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e s i d u a l  g r e a t e r  t h a n  an a b s o l u t e  v a l u e  o f  3 ) ,  
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and h e t e r o s c e d a s t i c i t y  w ere  
l o o k e d  f o r .  T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be no s e r i o u s  p r o b le m s  t h a t  
w o u ld  i n v a l i d a t e  u s in g  OLS r e g r e s s i o n .  T h e r e  was one  
o u t l y i n g  case  f o r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m  m e a s u r e .  T h i s  
p o t e n t i a l  p r o b le m  i s  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  model f i n d i n g s  
f o r  t h i s  d e p e n d e n t  m eas u re .
S o c i a l  R e g u l a t o r y  P o l i c i e s .
P r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T a b l e  5 -1  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
m o d e l .  The model does a po o r  j o b  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t y p e ,  e x p l a i n i n g  o n l y  15 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
v a r i a b i l i t y  among t h e  s t a t e s .  T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s .  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  i s  NOW 
m e m b ers h ip .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  
f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  i s  a s t r o n g  f a c t o r  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
p r o t e c t s  women.
T a b l e  5 - 2  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f i n a l  model r e s u l t s .  P r o t e c t i o n  
o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  was t h e  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  s u p p o r t e d  s t r o n g e s t  
by t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movement.  A p o l i c y  t h a t  r e g u l a t e s
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TABLE 5-1
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
Protection Order Legislation
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e ta
S o c io - e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s 1 . 163 1 . 8 9 4 .2 3 6
P e r c e n t  M e t r o - . 0 9 1 . 1 4 4 - . 1 6 9
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 2 . 2 3 6 2 . 8 7 7 . 1 78
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e . 3 8 4 1 . 4 1 6 .0 8 0
I n t e r p a r t y
C o m p e t i t i o n ■1 . 187 4 .  569 - . 0 6 9
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
Legi  s i a t u r e -  . 0 1 4 . 5 3 8 -  .007
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * .9 7 7 . 6 6 8 .3 1 6
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o te .0 1 6 . 1 0 4 .0 2 8
L e g a l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 4 3 8 1 . 141 - . 0 7 5
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s ■1 . 2 2 6 3 . 3 3 7 - . 0 7 7
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n - 2 . 0 8 2 4 . 4 3 4 - . 0 0 5
A b o r t i o n
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s - . 6 3 4 . 7 7 4 - . 1 7 3
R S q u a r e = . 1 5  ( u n a d j u s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e t i m e s 10 - 0 3
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TABLE 5-2
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
P ro t e c t io n  Order L e g is la t io n
Independent  
Vari  ables b Se b Beta
Soci o-economi c 
Status . 232 1 .508 .047
Percent Metro - . 0 1 9 .116 - . 0 3 4
Poli  t i  cal  
C ul tu re .315 1 . 273 . 065
Percent Women S t a t e  
Legi s ia t u r e .01 1 .498 .005
NOW Membership*** .961 .636 .31 1
Legal S ta tus  o f  
Women - . 2 6 4 .967 - . 0 4 5
Family Pr ivacy  
L e g is la t io n -  . 255 3. 673 - . 0 1 5
Abort ion
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s - . 7 9 4 . 697 - . 2 1 7
R Square = .126 (unadjusted)
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  t imes 10 -03
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t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e r ,  p r o t e c t s  t h e  v i c t i m ,  and  
p r o v i d e s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m  and h e r  f a m i l y ,  i t  
was seen  as  c r u c i a l  t o  s a f e g u a r d i n g  b a t t e r e d  women. I n  
s p i t e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  f i n a l  
p o l i c y  model d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  does a p o o r  j o b  o f  
p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n ,  e x p l a i n i n g  o n l y  13 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n .  None o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  NOW m em bersh ip  and a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  a r e  t h e  tw o  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s .  S t a t e s  
w i t h  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  NOW members a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  
have  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  women i n  a 
w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f r o m  a w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f  
a b u s e .
A b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  i s  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  means t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  
h a v e  r e s t r i c t e d  ^ .h o r t i o n  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  h a v e  more  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  w i f e  abuse  i s  a f e m i n i s t  
p o l i c y  and w o u ld  be more common i n  s t a t e s  w h e re  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  o r  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t i v e  
p o l i  c i e s .
W h i l e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  t h e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e re  a l l  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  The  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n
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in  m e t r o  a r e a s  was n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  as was t h e  l e g a l  
s t a t u s  o f  women. T h i s  was c o n t r a r y  t o  w h a t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  
and g i v e n  t h e  l a c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  c o u l d  be due t o  chance  
r a t h e r  t h a n  r e f l e c t  any r e a l  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  d a t a .  The e f f e c t  
o f  women in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  v a r i a b l e s  were  
i n c o n s i s t e n t .  W h i l e  NOW m em bers h ip  was t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e d i c t o r ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  was 
t h e  w e a k e s t .
D o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T a b l e  5 - 3  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  model r e s u l t s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The model does a much b e t t e r  j o b  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  e x p l a i n i n g  51 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y .  The s o c i o ­
eco n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  do a 
p o o r  j o b  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  
and i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  a r e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  
h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  as  i s  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women. O n ly  two o f  
t h e  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and NOW membership  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  and i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .
T a b l e  5 - 4  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  r e s u l t s  f ro m  t h e  
f i n a l  m o d e l .  When t h e  model i s  r e d u c e d  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  
t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  i s  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o l l o w e d  by NOW m e m b e r s h ip .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  changed  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  s o c i a l  m ovem ents ,  and t h a t  women in
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TABLE 5-3
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
Domestic Relations Legislation
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S oci  o -e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s .0 5 9 .1 1 6 . 1 4 7
P e r c e n t  M e t r o .0 0 5 .0 0 9 . 1 2 2
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n - . 1 5 1 . 176 - . 1 4 8
P o l i t i c a l  
C u l t u r e . 0 0 4 .0 8 7 . 0 1 0
I n t e r p a r t y
C o m p e t i t i o n - . 1 9 6 . 2 8 0 - . 1 4 0
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e . 0 8 1 * * . 0 3 3 . 4 9 0
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * . 9 0 7 * * . 4 1 0 . 3 6 2
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o te .0 0 7 . 0 0 6 .141
L e g a l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 0 1 8 . 0 6 8 - . 0 3 7
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s - . 2 1 7 . 2 0 5 - . 1 6 9
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y - . 0 8 4 .2 7 2 - . 0 6 0
A b o r t i o n
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .0 0 9 .0 4 7 . 0 3 2
R S q u a re = . 5 1  ( U n a d j u s t e d ) * *
*  p < . 10
* *  p < .0 5
* * *  C o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t i m e s  10 - 0 4
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TABLE 5-4.
REGRESSION EST IMATES F I N A L  MODEL 
D o m e s t i c  R e l a t i o n s  L e g i s l a t i o n
Independent  
Vari  ables b Se b Beta
Soci o-economi c 
Sta tus .030 .095 . 076
Percent  Metro .002 .007 . 055
Po l i  t i  c a l  
C u l tu re - .028 .081 - .071
Percent Women S ta te  
Legi s l a t u r e .0 3 3 * * . 031 . 503
NOW Membership*** .0 8 2 * * .401 .327
Legal S ta tu s  of  
Women .018 .061 .039
Fami1y Pr i  vacy 
Legi s i a t i o n . 070 . 231 .050
Abort ion  
R e s t r i  c t i  veness . 003 .044 .01
R Square = .473 ( unad ju s ted )
* p < . 10
* *  p < .05
* * *  va lues  are  t imes 10 -04
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o f f i c e  do make a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  h e l p s  o t h e r  
women. None o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  
and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and n e i t h e r  
a r e  t h e  m e a s u re s  o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . The l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women i s  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  b u t  t h e  e f f e c t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  weak.
P o l i c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T a b l e  5 - 5  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s .  The model  
does a m o d e r a t e  j o b  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
e x p l a i n i n g  a l m o s t  35 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  
v a r i a b i l i t y .  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  w h ic h  was 
p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  as  h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  s o c i o ­
e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h ic h  was n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d .  
The n e x t  s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r  was t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  women i n  t h e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  b o t h  w e re  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  The l a s t  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t o r  was a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t ! v e n e s s ,  w h ic h  was p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  had r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n s  w e re  more l i k e l y  
t o  h a ve  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  pow ers  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
p o l i c e .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i n a l  model f o r  t h e  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  
m e a s u re  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  5 - 6 .  I n  i t s  re d u c e d  f o r m ,  
t h e  model s t i l l  e x p l a i n s  a l m o s t  34  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o
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TABLE 5-5
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
Police Reform Legislation
I n d e p e n d e n t
V a r i a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S o c io - e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s - . 2 2 3 * .1 3 2 - . 5 6 9
P e r c e n t  M e t r o . 0 2 6 * * .0 1 0 . 5 9 0
I n d u s t r i  a l i  z a t i  on - . 0 6 3 .201 - . 0 6 2
Pol i t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e - .  1 7 5 * .0 9 9 - . 4 5 5
I n t e r p a r t y  
Competi  t i o n - . 0 2 9 .3 1 9 - . 0 2 7
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e . 0 8 7 * * . 0 3 8 .5 3 5
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * -  . 4 4 5 .4 6 7 - . 1 8 1
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o te - . 0 0 3 .0 0 7 - . 0 6 6
Legal
S t a t u s  o f  Women - . 0 7 2 .0 7 8 - . 1 5 4
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s . 0 2 6 .2 3 3 .021
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
Legi  s i a t i  on - . 2 8 1 .3 1 0 - . 2 0 5
A b o r t i o n  
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . 0 9 3 * .0 5 4 . 3 1 9
R S q u a re = . 3 4 6 ( u n a d j u s t e d ) * *
*  p < . 10
* *  p < . 0 5
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t i m e s  10 - 0 4
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TABLE 5-6
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
Police Reform Legislation
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S o c io - e c o n o m ic
S t a t u s . 1 9 0 * . 104 - . 4 8 4
P e r c e n t  M e t r o . 0 2 2 * * . 0 0 8 .5 1 8
P o l i  t i  ca l  
C u l t u r e . 1 6 4 * . 0 8 8 - . 4 2 7
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e . 0 8 2 * * . 0 3 5 .5 0 6
NOW Membership .43 4 .441 -  . 1 76
Lega l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women .075 .0 6 7 - . 1 6 2
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n .24 0 . 254 - . 1 7 5
A b o r t i o n  
R e s t r i  c t i v e n e s s . 0 9 4 * . 0 4 8 .3 2 3
R Square = .3 3 8 ( u n a d j u s t e d ) * *
*  p < . 10
* *  p < .0 5
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t im e s  10 - 0 4
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s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y .  The h y p o t h e s i z e d  model f i t s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y  t h e  b e s t ,  w i t h  f i v e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  
p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  b e i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The  
most i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  w e re  t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  a  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  
f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  
t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t a t e  
a b o r t i o n  l a w s .  W h i l e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  
n e x t  t h r e e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n d i c a t o r s  w e r e  t h e  number o f  NOW 
members p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  women, f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women.
The  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  a 
m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  was t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  and was in  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  p r e d i c t e d .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  f o u n d  t h a t  u r b a n  s t a t e s  a r e  more a c c e p t i n g  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  I t  may be t h a t  as  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e s  and becomes c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  an u r b a n  a r e a  t h e r e  i s  
a g r e a t e r  n e e d  f o r  o u t s i d e  a g e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  t o  
m a i n t a i n  a c c e p t a b l e  norms o f  b e h a v i o r .  I n  r u r a l  a r e a s  
f r i e n d s  and f a m i l y  members may be s e r v e  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  I t  
may a l s o  be t h a t  u r b a n  a r e a s  a r e  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  most  
b u r e a u c r a t i z e d  d e c i s i o n  m a k in g  and t h e r e f o r e  s t a t e s  can  
compel  c e r t a i n  b e h a v i o r  f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e .
The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  i s  a l s o  
s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  power  and
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  women in  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  a c t i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  women, and t h e  more  
women t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h e r e  
a r e  t o  be l a w s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  h e l p  women and t o  
t r a i n  o f f i c e r s .
U n e x p e c t e d l y ,  t h o s e  s t a t e s  t h a t  ra n k  h ig h  on t h e  s o c i o ­
eco n o m ic  i n d e x  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  h a ve  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  power  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  I t  may be t h a t  w e a l t h i e r  
s t a t e s  have  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  and s e r v i c e s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women 
and do n o t  need  t o  be d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  p o l i c e  t o  h e l p  
b a t t e r e d  women. A l t e r n a t e l y ,  i t  may be t h a t  i n  w e a l t h y  
s t a t e s  t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  a l s o  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  and more l i b e r a l  
and a l r e a d y  h e l p  t h e  b a t t e r e d  woman and t h e r e  was no need t o  
pa ss  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  them t o  a s s i s t  h e r  o r  
r e q u i r e d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  t r a i n i n g .
The p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was n e g a t i v e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  power l e g i s l a t i o n  as  
h y p o t h e s i z e d .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  more  
t r a d i t i o n a l  h a v e  n o t  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  p o l i c e  
t h e  power t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  
I t  a l s o  means t h a t  t h o s e  s t a t e s  whose i d e o l o g y  i s  t o  have  
t h e  s t a t e  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  good a r e  
t h e  s t a t e s  most  l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  p o l i c e  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  
women.
S t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t  a b o r t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a l s o  more  
l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  p o l i c e  r e f o r m ,  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e
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t h a t  t h o s e  s t a t e s  w an t  t o  p rom ote  a more  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t  and w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
r e s t r i c t  women’ s r e p r o d u c t i v e  o p t i o n s ,  t h e y  may be w i l l i n g  
t o  a l s o  p r o t e c t  women. The f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  ha ve  n o t  c r i m i n a l i z e d  p r i v a t e  
b e h a v i o r  and have g i v e n  gay f a m i l i e s  e x p l i c i t  l e g a l  r i g h t s  
a r e  t h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  have  g i v e n  t h e  
p o l i c e  expa nde d  powers  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h i s  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a p h i l o s o p h y  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  o u t  o f  
p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s .
S u r p r i s i n g l y , NOW m embership  and t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  
women w e re  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e x p a n d i n g  p o l i c e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p o w e rs .  These  r e s u l t s  w ere  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  may be t h a t  g i v i n g  p o l i c e  
power i s  see n  as y e t  a n o t h e r  fo r m  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  c o n t r o l  and 
t h u s  i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
such as NOW. I n c r e a s i n g  p o l i c e  pow e rs  i s  a l s o  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women 
i n  t h a t  i t  does n o t  e n s u r e  g r e a t e r  pow e r  o r  autonomy t o  
women.,
I n  sum, w h i l e  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  o f  t h e  p r e d i c t o r s  w ere  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  some o f  t h e  
o t h e r s  w e re  n o t .  I t  may be t h a t  i t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
c o n c e p t u a l i z e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  p ow e rs  and  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as a f e m i n i s t  p o l i c y  t h a t  h e l p s  t o  empower  
b a t t e r e d  women. I t  may be more a p p r o p r i a t e l y  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d
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as a Taw and o r d e r  i n d i c a t o r  and f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u ld  
i n c l u d e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p o l i c e  s t r e n g t h  and power  t o  t e s t  
t h e s e  h y p o t h e s e s .
C r i m i n a l  la w  r e f o r m .  T a b l e  5 - 7  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  r e g r e s s i o n  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m  
m e a s u re .  None o f  i n d i c a t o r s  w e r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
The tw o  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  w e r e  t h e  number o f  NOW members  
i n  a s t a t e  and t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, a l t h o u g h  b o th  w ere  
i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
d e p e n d e n t  m ea s u re  i s  som ew hat  p r o b l e m a t i c .  T h e r e  i s  one  
o u t l y i n g  c a s e ,  A r k a n s a s  t h a t  may be o v e r l y  i n f l u e n t i a l .
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  v e r y  l i t t l e  v a r i a b i l i t y  t o  e x p l a i n  w i t h  e i g h t y  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  h a v i n g  no c r i m i n a l  l a w s  on t h e i r  
b o o k s .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  
r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  n o t  b e i n g  v e r y  r e l i a b l e  
e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u re  b e c a u s e  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  v e r y  s k e w e d .
An a l t e r n a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  was e x p l o r e d ,  by c r e a t i n g  a 
d ic h o to m o u s  v a r i a b l e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  had  
any t y p e  o f  c r i m i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  L o g i t  r e g r e s s i o n  was t h e n  
used t o  e x a m in e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  U s i n g  l o g i t  d i d  n o t  
im p r o v e  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  any  s i g n i f i c a n t  
p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s .  T he  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  as  o f  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e r e  
s i m p l y  w e r e n ’ t  eno u g h  s t a t e s  t h a t  had c r i m i n a l i z e d  w i f e  
a b u se  t o  d i s c e r n  any  p a t t e r n  o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e  as  more s t a t e s
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TABLE 5 - 7
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL 
C r i m i n a l  Law R e fo rm
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
Soc i o - e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s -  . 0 5 4 . 138 - . 1 4 4
P e r c e n t  M e t r o .001 .0 1 0 . 0 2 8
I n d u s t r i  a l i  z a t i o n . 0 8 8 . 209 .091
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e . 0 2 8 . 103 . 0 7 7
I n t e r p a r t y  
C o m p e t i  t i  on - . 1 9 2 .3 3 2 - . 1 4 4
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i  s i a t u r e .0 2 5 .0 3 9 . 1 60
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * - . 0 6 7 . 0 4 8 - . 2 8 1
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e .0 0 7 . 0 0 8 . 161
L e g a l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 1 2 8 .081 - . 2 8 4
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s - . 0 1 2 . 2 4 2 - . 0 4 8
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n - . 1 6 2 . 3 2 2 - . 1 2 3
A b o r t i o n  
R e s t r i  c t i v e n e s s . 0 1 3 . 0 5 6 .0 4 6
R S q u a re = .241 ( u n a d j u s t e d
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e t i m e s  10 - 04
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c r i m i n a l i z e  w i f e  a b u s e ,  i t  may be u s e f u l  t o  r e p e a t  t h i s  
a n a l y s  i s .
T a b l e  5 - 8  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f i n a l  r e g r e s s i o n  r e s u l t s  f o r  th e  
c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m  m e a s u r e .  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was 
t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was in  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  p r e d i c t e d .  The n e x t  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e d i c t o r  was t h e  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  i n d i c a t o r ,  NOW 
m e m b ersh ip ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  a 
m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and 
l a s t ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t a t e  a b o r t i o n  l a w s .
As d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  was n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  s t a t e s  w i t h  a h i g h  s o c i o e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s ,  a r e  
l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  c r i m i n a l i z e  w i f e  a b u s e .  I t  may be t h a t  in  
t h e s e  s t a t e s  women have  o t h e r  o p t i o n s  and do n o t  need t o  
depend on a r r e s t  and c o u r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  th e m .  W h i l e  a weak  
e f f e c t ,  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  w e re  more l i k e l y  t o  have  adopte d  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
The women i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  i n d i c a t o r s  w e re  a l l  
r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m .  NOW 
m embership  was p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c y  measure  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  
change t h a t  b e n e f i t s  b a t t e r e d  women. By c r i m i n a l i z i n g  w i f e  
a b u s e ,  t h e  p o l i c e  and c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m  have  more
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TABLE 5 -3
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
C r im in a l  Law Reform
In d ep en d en t  
V a r i  a b le s b Se b Beta
Soci o-economi c 
S t a t u s . 1 25 .111 - . 3 3 0
P e r c e n t  Metro .005 .008 . 1 28
P o l i  t i  ca l  
C u l t u r e .027 .094 . 074
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
Legi s i a t u r e .029 .037 . 184
NOW Membership .645 .468 .272
Legal S t a t u s  o f  
Women .112 .071 -  . 249
F a m i ly  P r iv a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n . 192 .270 -  . 145
A b o r t i  on 
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .002 .051 .008
R Square = .199  ( u n a d j u s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e t im es  10 - 0 4
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power  o v e r  t h e  b a t t e r ,  and t h i s  s h o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t  i n  
g r e a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m .  E xc h a n g e  t h e o r y  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  b a t t e r e r  s h o u l d  
a c t u a l l y  d e t e r  and d e c r e a s e  t h e  a b u s e .  A g a i n  t h e  l e g a l  
s t a t u s  o f  women was n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p o l i c y  
a r e a .  W h i l e  n o t  a  s t r o n g  e f f e c t ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  
t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
c r i m i n a l  l a w  r e f o r m .  T he  w ea k n e s s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  g i v e n  how s t r o n g  t h e  e f f e c t  was w i t h  t h e  
d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
women p o l i c y  m a k e r s  somehow d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  women who 
d e s e r v e  p r o t e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  v e r s u s  
b a t t e r e d  women i n  g e n e r a l .
The f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  had  
d i f f e r i n g  e f f e c t s .  W h i l e  s t a t e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e g u l a t e  
p r i v a t e  b e h a v i o r  w e r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  c r i m i n a l  r e f o r m  
s t a t u t e s ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n s  w e r e  more l i k e l y  
t o  a d o p t  t h e  s t a t u t e s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e f f e c t  was e x t r e m e l y  
s m a l l  and l i k e l y  d u e  t o  c h a n c e .  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  
1e o i s l a t i o n . T a b l e  5 - 9  c o n t a i n s  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e g r e s s i o n  
r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  m e a s u r e .  The  
model e x p l a i n s  o n l y  15 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  
v a r i a b i l i t y  and none  o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  i s  
a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .
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TABLE 5-9
REGRESSION ESTIM ATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
Informational Legislation
I n d e p e n c e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
Soci  o - e c o n o m ic  
S t a t u s - . 0 4 1 . 154 - . 1 0 2
P e r c e n t  M e t r o - . 0 0 2 . 0 1 2 - . 0 3 4
I n d u s t r i a l i  z a t i o n . 2 1 7 . 2 3 3 .2 1 3
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e - . 0 7 8 . 1 1 5 - . 1 6 3
I n t e r p a r t y
C o m p e t i t i o n . 3 3 6 .371 .2 3 9
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
Legi  s i a t u r e - . 0 2 7 . 0 4 4 - .  1 63
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * . 0 5 7 . 5 4 2 • i23
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e * * * - . 0 0 2 . 0 0 8 - . 0 0 6
L e g a l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 0 6 6 . 0 9 0 - . 1 3 8
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s . 0 1 4 .27 1 .01 1
F a m i1 y • P r i  v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n . 2 8 8 . 3 6 0 .2 0 6
A b o r t i o n
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s - . 0 7 2 . 0 6 3 - . 2 4 3
R S q u a r e = . 1 5 3 ( u n a d j u s t e d )
•n
* * *  C o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t i m e s  10 - 0 4
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A l l  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  w e re  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n o t  a p r i o r i t y  f o r  f e m i n i s t  
a c t i v i s t s .  A l t e r n a t e l y ,  t h i s  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  in  s t a t e s  
w h e re  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  a l o t  o f  NOW members,  fe w  women a r e  in  
t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women i s  lo w ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  more l i k e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a 
f i r s t  s t e p .  T hese  s t a t e s  may be b e g i n n i n g  by d o cu m e n t in g  
t h e  p r o b l e m .  W h i l e  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  h i g h  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  
t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  a c k n o w le d g e d  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  l e g a l  r e f o r m  
a r e  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  and p u r s u e d .
T a b l e  5 - 1 0  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i n a l  r e g r e s s i o n  
a n a l y s e s  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The f i n a l  model  
d i d  a  p o o r  j o b  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  o n l y  11 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  
e x p l a i n e d .  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  o f  
s t a t e  a b o r t i o n  l a w s ,  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, t h e  s o c i o ­
e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  in  
a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and r e g u l a t i o n  i n d i c a t o r  and 
l a s t  t h e  number o f  NOW members p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  women i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  None o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e re  s i g n i f i c a n t .
The s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  d i d  n o t  seem 
t o  i n f l u e n c e  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  weak 
e f f e c t s ,  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was
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TABLE 5 -10
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
I n f o r m a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i o n
In d e p en d e n t  
V a r i  a b le s b Se b Beta
Socio-economi c 
S ta t u s .068 . 1 24 -  . 169
P e rc e n t  M e tro .006 .009 . 124
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e .097 .105 - . 2 4 8
P e rc e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .01 7 .041 - . 1 0 3
NOW M e m b e r s h ip * * * .076 .523 .030
L e g a l ' S t a t u s  o f  
Women .083 .079 - . 1 7 5
F a m i ly  P r iv a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n .132 .302 .094
A b o r t i  on
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .063 .057 - . 2 1 4
R Square= .107  ( u n a d ju s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  t im es  10 - 0 4
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n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  v a r i a b l e .  W hi le  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  were more l i k e l y  t o  have d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n  
and r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h e  e f f e c t  was weak.  I t  may be 
t h a t  b u r e a u c r a t i c  mechanisms a re  a l r e a d y  in  p la c e  in  s t a t e s  
w i t h  w e a l t h y  w e l l  e d u ca ted  popu lace  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  
e l i m i n a t i n g  th e  need f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  re a u i  res  
t h a t  re co rd s  be k e p t .
The p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  w h i l e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e d i c t o r  was s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  weak.  I t  was in  th e  c o r r e c t  
d i r e c t i o n ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  h y p o t h e s is  t h a t  s t a t e s  w i t h  a 
m o r a l i s t i c  c u l t u r e  f a v o r i n g  government i n t e r v e n t i o n  a r e  a ls o  
th o s e  s t a t e s  l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
r e p o r t s .
The women i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system i n d i c a t o r s  were  
p r e t t y  much a wash o u t  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a r e a .  The 
s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s ,  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  
women was n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  as was 
t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  women in  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h is  may 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  women and i s  not  a concern  o f  
women l e g i s l a t o r s .  G iven t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  does not  
d i r e c t l y  h e lp  b a t t e r e d  women, t h i s  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  
s u r p r i s i n g .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v id e s  e v id e n c e  o f  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  problem in  th e  s t a t e .  T h is  i n f o r m a t i o n  
co u ld  in  t u r n  be u t i l i z e d  by b a t t e r e d  women’ s ad vocates  in  
t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  p o l i c i e s ,  s e r v i c e s  and f u n d i n g .  The
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p o s i t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  number o f  NOW members i n  t h e  
s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  f e m i n i s t  
a c t i v i s t s  may u t i l i z e  a s t r a t e g y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
as a way t o  c h an g e  p o l i c y .
The f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  i n d i c a t o r s  had m ixed  r e s u l t s .
Those  s t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n  w e r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  
r e q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  may i n d i c a t e  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e o l o g y .  S t a t e s  t h a t  s t a y e d  
o u t  o f  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e r e  l i k e l y  t o  a d o p t  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  e f f e c t s  a r e  so  
weak t h e y  a r e  p r o b a b l y  due t o  c h a n c e .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e  
i m p o r t a n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e d i c t i v e  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  t y p e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  G i v e n  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  women o r  p r o v i d e s  
s e r v i c e s ,  i t  m i g h t  h a ve  been u s e f u l  t o  l o o k  a t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n  p o l i c i e s .  F o r  e x a m p le  an i n c l u s i o n  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  
t h a t  somehow m e asu re d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  some o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  measured  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  k i n d  o f  r e c o r d s  a r e  k e p t  by s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  and  
w h a t  t y p e s  o f  r e p o r t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be f i l e d  m i g h t  be 
i n f o r m a t i v e .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  m i g h t  h a v e  added  t o  an  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s t a t e s .
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D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n .
A p p r o p r i  a t i  o n s . The p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  measure  
a r e  in  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  T a b l e  5 - 1 1 .  The a n a l y s e s  o f  s t a t e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  p r o d u c e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s .
Many o f  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m ic  i n d i c a t o r s  used i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
a r e  drawn f r o m  p o l i c y  s t u d i e s  t r y i n g  t o  p r e d i c t  o t h e r  t y p e s  
o f  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  n o t a b l y  w e l f a r e  f u n d i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
one m i g h t  have  e x p e c t e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  be more c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p o l i c y  a r e a  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s .  Y e t ,  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  n o t  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
O n l y  two o f  t h e  p r e d i c t o r s  a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  and t h o s e  a r e  t h e  m e as u re s  o f  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n .  
S t a t e s  t h a t  h ave  r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n s ,  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  s t a t e  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a r e  t h o s e  
t h a t  a l s o  fu n d  w i f e  abuse  p r o g r a m s .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  
most s t r i k i n g  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  and seems i n t e r n a l l y  
i n c o n s i s t e n t .  H o w e ve r ,  i f  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t s  a r e  i n  a 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and c a n n o t  make p r o g r e s s  
on a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s ,  t h e i r  e n e r g y  maybe d i r e c t e d  a t  p r o v i d i n g  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  o t h e r  women i n  n e e d .  A l t e r n a t e l y ,  i t  may be 
due t o  a p a t e r n a l i s t i c  i d e o l o g y  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s m .
S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have  sodomy s t a t u t e s  and 
n o t  h ave  gay r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h o s e  t h a t
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TABLE 5-11
LOGISTIC REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n
A pp ro p r i  a t i  ons M a r r i  age Li cense
Surcharae
In d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b le s b Se b b Se b
Soci o-economi c 
S t a t u s . 503 .337 - . 0 0 8 .319
P e r c e n t  M e tro - . 0 1 8 .026 - . 0 2 2 .025
I n d u s t r i  a l i  z a t i  on . 546 . 826 -  .362 .499
P o l i  t i c a l  
C u l t u r e .01 1 .250 -  . 148 . 235
I n t e r p a r t y  ■ 
Competi  t i o n - . 3 1 2 .812 1 .3 17 . 850
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  - . 0 6 8 . 109 - . 0 9 4 . 091
NOW M e m b e r s h ip * * * - . 1 7 0 . 126 . 205 . 140
F e m in is t  N a t i o n a l  
Vote .012 .018 .004 .018
Legal S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 2 1 9 . 224 - . 0 2 5 . 186
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s -  .270 .224 . 1 74 . 602
F a m i ly  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n -1 . 363* .822 to o # . 75 3
A b o r t io n  
R e s t r i  c t i  veness . 2 6 0 * .151 - .  272* . 140
( l o g  l i k e l i h o o d  - 2 4 . 9 2 )  
( c h i - s q u a r e  1 5 . 9 6 )
( l o g  1 i Re1ihood  
( c h i - s q u a r e
- 2 6 . 9 2 )  
11 .96  )
*  p < . 10
* *  p < .05
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t im e s  10 -03'
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are  more l i k e l y  t o  fund w i f e  abuse programs. T h is  may 
i n d i c a t e  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  i n t e r f e r e  in  a l l  ty p e s  o f  f a m i l y  
b e h a v io r  an perhaps s u p p o r t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s .
W h i le  n o t  q u i t e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
were in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  Wealthy  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t a t e s  a re  more l i k e l y  t o  fund w i f e  abuse programs.  
S u r p r i s i n g l y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  were n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c ia te d  
w i t h  t h e  f u n d in g  o f  programs a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  T h is  may 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  in  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  w i f e  abuse i s  taken  
c are  o f  a t  t h e  l o c a l  o r  c i t y  l e v e l  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  
h a s n ’ t  been a need t o  p re ss  f o r  s t a t e  fu n d in g .
The p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  d id  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  
much t o  t h e  model.  C o m p e t i t i v e  s t a t e s  were th o s e  l e a s t  
l i k e l y  t o  have f u n d in g  which i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  
suggested by t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  W h i le  in  th e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c t i o n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  had v i r t u a l l y  no e f f e c t  on fu n d in g  
w i t h  a .96  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  was due t o  chance.
The women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system i n d i c a t o r s  had weak non­
s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t s .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i n a l  model l o g i t  r e g r e s s io n  
a n a l y s i s  a r e  in  t h e  f i r s t  column o f  T a b le  5 - 1 2 .  I n  the  
f i n a l  model v e r y  l i t t l e  changed from th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  model.  
The o n ly  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t o r  was t h e  measure 
o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  which was n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  s t a t e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . T h is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  have gay
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TABLE 5 -1 2
LOGISTIC REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s M a r r i a g e  L ic e n s e  
S u rc h a ra e
In d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  ab l  es b Se b b Se b
Soci o-economi  c 
S t a t u s - . 1 4 2 . 260 . 1 27 . 250
P e r c e n t  M e tro .009 .0 2 0 - . 0 2 3 .020
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e - . 0 1 6 . 227 - . 2 5 2 .215
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  - . 1 7 5 .091 - . 0 6 0 .08 3
NOW M e m b e r s h ip * * * - . 1 5 8 .116 . 185 .123
Legal S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 1 7 5 . 185 - . 0 7 4 .1 6 4
F a m i ly  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n - 1 . 4 3 3 * * . 254 1 .001 .661
A b o r t i o n
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .2 1 4 .13 3 - . 1 7 9 .122
( l o g  l i k e l i h o o d  
( c h i - s q u a r e
-2 7  
11 . . 2 8 )24) ( l o g  l i k e l i h o o d  ( c h i - s q u a r e - 2 8 . 8 9 )8 . 0 0 )
*  p < .10
* *  p < .05  
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s a r e  t i m e s 10 - 0 3
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r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and do n o t  have  p o l i c i e s  r e s t r i c t i n g  
p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  d i r e c t l y  fu n d  
w i f e  abuse  p r o g r a m s .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  a c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y  
o f  non i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  any f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r s .  A b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s ,  w h i l e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  a l p h a  < . 1 0  was t h e  
n e x t  most s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r .  S t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t  
a b o r t i o n  a r e  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  f u n d  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i n d i c a t i n g  a c o n s i s t e n c y  t o w a r d  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y .  I t  may be t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  r e s t r i c t  
a b o r t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f e t u s  may a l s o  be f u n d i n g  p rogram s  
t h a t  p r o t e c t  women and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f ro m  a b u se .  The se  
f i n d i n g s  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s m  to w a rd  women and 
a t e n d e n c y  t o  c o n t r o l  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  f o r m s .
A g a i n ,  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  i n d i c a t o r s  s u g g e s te d  by 
p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  d i r e c t i o n ,  a r e  
n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  w o u ld  seem t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w h i l e  
t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  may be u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  w h ic h  s t a t e s  
a d o p t  o t h e r  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  u s e f u l  i n  
p r e d i c t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  w i f e  abuse  s e r v i c e s  and  
p r o g r a m s .
The p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was t h e  o n l y  
p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r  l e f t  i n  t h e  m o d e l .  W h i l e  t h e  i n d i c a t o r  
changed d i r e c t i o n s  and i s  now n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  w i f e  
abuse a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  as was h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  t h i s  change  c o u l d  
be due t o  c h a n c e .  W h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  v a r i a b l e  as
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i t  has osen e x t e n s i v e l y  used i n  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  may be 
u s e f u l  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
t h e r e  may be o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  may 
p r o v e  more u s e f u l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  
i n d i c a t o r s  may a l s o  be t h o u g h t  o f  as i n d i c a t o r s  o f  a 
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  and l i b e r a l i s m  as i t  r e l a t e s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  f a m i l y .
The s t a t u s  o f  women and women’ s p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n d i c a t o r s  show s u r p r i s i n g  r e s u l t s .  A l l  o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  
a r e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  NOW membership  
i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r  w h ic h  a l m o s t  r e a c h e s  a 
l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  
t h a n  was h y p o t h e s i z e d .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  
f u n d  p rogra m s  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  s t a t e  t r e a s u r i e s  and w i t h  t a x  
d o l l a r s  i s  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a l a r g e  NOW m em bersh ip  in  t h e  
s t a t e .  I t  may be t h a t  s t a t e s  w i t h  a l a r g e  NOW m embership  
have  a l t e r n a t i v e  ways o f  f u n d i n g  p ro g ram s  and t h e r e f o r e  do 
n o t  need s t a t e  f u n d i n g ,  o r  t h a t  NOW m em bersh ip  i s  g r e a t e s t  
i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  w o r s t  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  may a l s o  
be t h a t  NOW members a r e  n o t  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  
f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  w h e re  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  money may be 
g r e a t .  Women in  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  a l s o  n o t  
p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  f u n d i n g .
M a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  l o g i t  
r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  i s  i n  t h e  second co lumn o f  T a b l e  5 - 1 1 .  
A g a i n ,  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  n o t
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s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  s t a t e  fu n d in g  o f  w i f e  abuse 
programs through th e  use o f  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u rch a rg e .  
W h i le  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  de b a tes  back and f o r t h  on 
r e l a t i v e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  th e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  ( i . e .  see Gray  
1 9 7 3 ) ,  n e i t h e r  ty p e  o f  i n d i c a t o r  i s  u s e f u l  f o r  t h i s  ty p e  o f  
p o l i c y .  The measures o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  a re  again  th e  o n ly  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  
s u rc h a rg e s ,  and t h e /  a r e  in  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  as th e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  v a r i a b l e .  T h is  i n d i c a t e s  a t  l e a s t  some 
c o n s is te n c y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  in  t h e i r  id e o lo g y  
toward  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  and f u n d in g  o f  w i f e  abuse  
pro g ra m s .
W h i le  not  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s o c io -ec onom ic  
i n d i c a t o r s  d i f f e r  somewhat in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  th e  
m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u rch a rg e  f rom  t h a t  o f  d i r e c t  fu nd ing  
v a r i a b l e .  The p e r c e n ta g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  in  a 
m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  i s  s t i l l  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  
m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e ,  which  may i n d i c a t e  le s s  need f o r  
any ty p e  o f  s t a t e  f u n d in g  in  urban s t a t e s .
I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and th e  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  o f  th e  s t a t e  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand a r e  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  s t a t e  h a v ing  
a m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  T h e re  may be a few reasons  
f o r  t h i s  r e s u l t .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  change in  s ig n  may 
be p u r e l y  due t o  chance g iv e n  t h e  la c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Second, t h e  r e s u l t  c ou ld  be due t o  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  those  s t a t e s  a re  more l i k e l y  t o  have d i r e c t
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fu n d in g  from th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  no need 
f o r  a m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u rc h a rg e .  I t  may a ls o  be t h a t  in  
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  w e a l th y  s t a t e s ,  th e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  have  
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  fu n d in g  t h e i r  programs and s e r v i c e s ,  
perhaps th rough  c o r p o r a t e  g r a n t s ,  o r  d o n a t io n s  from the  
w e a l th y  w e l l  educated  p e o p le .
The i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women had mixed  
r e s u l t s .  The g r e a t e r  th e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  women in  the  
s t a t e ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  th e  s t a t e  was t o  use a m a r r ia g e  
l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  T h is  i n d i c a t e s  a f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y  
approach t o  m a r r i e d  women. However, t h e  non m a r i t a l  l e g a l  
s t a t u s  o f  women was n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a m a r r ia g e  
l i c e n s e  s u rc h a rg e  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  more e g a l i t a r i a n  
th e  s t a t e ’ s p o l i c i e s  in  ge n era l  were,  t h e  le s s  l i k e l y  the  
s t a t e  was t o  use a m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u rc h a rg e .  T h i s  may be 
because women in  th ose  s t a t e s  a re  not  as dependent on t h e i r  
male p a r t n e r s  f o r  sup p o r t  and have more employment and o t h e r  
o p t i o n s  open t o  them, and t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  the  
p r e s s u r e  on t h e  s t a t e  t o  fund s e r v i c e s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. 
The i n d i c a t o r  o f  f e m i n i s t  v o te s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  was 
a ga in  p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h i s  ty p e  o f  fu n d in g  but  
was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .
The p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women 
produced c o n f l i c t i n g  r e s u l t s .  W h i le  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women 
in  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  s u rch a rg e s ,  t h e  NOW membership v a r i a b l e  was
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p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  and was a l m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  
seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s o c i a l  movement a c t i v i s t s  such as NOW 
members a r e  f o c u s i n g  on a l t e r n a t i v e  f u n d i n g  mechanisms t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  programs t h e y  e s t a b l i s h .  T h i s  p ro d u c e s  l e s s  
depen dency  on t h e  s t a t e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  and a l s o  
d o e s n ’ t  d i r e c t l y  c o s t  t h e  t a x p a y e r  money w h ich  m i g h t  re d u c e  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  mechanism a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  
A g a i n ,  women in  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  do n o t  seem t o  make a 
d i f f e r e n c e  in  f i s c a l  a r e a s .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i n a l  l o g i t  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  a r e  in  
t h e  second h a l f  o f  T a b l e  5 - 1 2 .  None o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  used  
i n  t h e  f i n a l  model o f  p r e d i c t i n g  a s t a t e ’ s a d o p t i o n  o f  a 
m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Those  t h a t  
came c l o s e s t  t o  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e r e  t h e  two m easures  o f  f a m i l y  
p r i v a c y  and NOW m e m b ers h ip .  T h e r e  a r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s  
how e ver  f ro m  t h e  model p r e d i c t i n g  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r c e s  t h a t  
d e t e r m i n e  what t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g  a s t a t e  a d o p t s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  a b u s e .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h i s  may i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  a f a i l u r e  o f  a s t a t e  t o  d i r e c t l y  f u n d  pro g ra m s  and  
s e r v i c e s  r e s u l t s  i n  f o r c e s  m o b i l i z i n g  t o  f i n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  
s o u r c e s  o f  f u n d i n g ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  a s u r c h a r g e  t o  a m a r r i a g e  
1 i c e n s e .
The s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  and 
t h e  m easure  o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
changed  s i g n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  m o d e l .  T h i s  change i s  p r o b a b l y
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due do c h a n c e .  W h i l e  t h o s e  s t a t e s  w i t h  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  w e re  more  
l i k e l y  t o  have  a p p r o p r i a t  i o n s , t h e y  w ere  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  have  
a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  T h i s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e s  a r i s e  i n  s t a t e s  where  t h e r e  a r e  
l i t t l e  r e s o u r c e s  t r i c k l i n g  down f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .
The women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s ys tem  i n d i c a t o r s  had m ixed  
r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women and t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
women i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e i n g  n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  NOW 
membership  how ever  i s  p o s i t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e s  a r e  a d o p te d  i n  a s t a t e  as  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i z i n g  and as an a l t e r n a t i v e  
when t h e  s t a t e  does n o t  f u n d  s e r v i c e s  and p rogram s f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women d i r e c t l y .
C o m p o s i te  M o d e ls
Two c o m p o s i t e  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  used i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  The  
f i r s t  i s  a s i m p l e  a d d i t i v e  m easure  o f  a l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
components  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  w i f e  abuse  m e a s u re s .  T h i s  
c o m p o s i t e  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as l e g a l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s . The  
second c o m p o s i t e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  by s c o r i n g  each  t y p e  o f  
p o l i c y  as  a dummy v a r i a b l e  i f  t h e  s t a t e  a d o p te d  any o f  t h e  
components  and t h e n  t h e  m eas ure  i s  summed a c r o s s  t h e  p o l i c y
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ty p e s .  T h is  measure i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as th e  l e g a l  presence  
i n d e x .
To c r e a t e  th e  l e g a l  presence  com posi te ,  a dummy 
v a r i a b l e  was c r e a t e d  f o r  each o f  th e  p o l i c y  measures: P o l i c e  
Power, Domestic  R e l a t i o n s ,  P r o t e c t i o n  O r d e r s ,  C r im in a l  Law 
Reform, I n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and one D i s t r i b u t i v e  
measures.  These v a r i a b l e s  were then summed f o r  a l l  th e  
cases t o  c r e a t e  a new composi te  v a r i a b l e .  T h is  v a r i a b l e  
r e f l e c t s  th e  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  ty p es  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
adopted by t h e  s t a t e s  and has a p o t e n t i a l  minimum o f  ze ro  
and a maximum o f  6.
Legal  comprehensiveness  in d e x .  T a b le  5 -1 3  c o n t a i n s  th e  
r e g r e s s io n  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  model o f  t h e  l e g a l  
comprehensiveness v a r i a b l e .  None o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e d i c t o r s  a r e  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  women in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
system.  NOW membership i s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r  f o l l o w e d  
by t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women in  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The 
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s o c io -ec o n o m ic  development and 
p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  a r e  among th e  weakest i n d i c a t o r s ,  as a re  
t h e  measures o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and r e g u l a t i o n .  A l l  
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  e x p l a i n  a lm os t  26 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  
s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  t h e  comprehensiveness o f  the  
s t a t e ’ s w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n .
The f i n a l  model r e g r e s s io n  r e s u l t s  a re  in  T a b le  5 - 1 4 .  
The reduced model s t i l l  e x p l a i n s  a lm ost  24 p e r c e n t  o f  th e
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TABLE 5 -13
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL
Legal Comprehensiveness index
I n d e p e n d e n t
V a r i a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S o c i  o -e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s . 4 7 6 2 .  191 . 078
P e r c e n t  M e t r o . 0 1 5 .1 6 6 . 0 2 2
I n d u s t r i  a l i  z a t i o n 1 . 706 3 . 3 3 9 . 1 1 0
Pol i t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e - . 4 2 9 1 .6 3 9 - . 0 7 2
I n t e r p a r t y
C o m p e t i t i o n -1 . 3 4 3 5 . 2 8 6 - . 0 6 3
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e . 5 4 3 .6 2 2 . 2 1 6
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * .00 1 . 7 7 3 . 318
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e . 0 3 8 .121 . 0 5 3
L e g a l
S t a t u s  o f  Women -1 . 0 7 7 1 . 2 9 0 - . 1 4 9
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s - 1 . 9 0 5 3 . 8 6 1 - . 0 9 7
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n -1 . 0 2 9 5 .  130 - . 0 4 8
A b o r t i o n  
R e s t r i  c t i v e n e s s - . 377 .8 9 6 . 0 8 3
R S q u a r e  == . 2 5 6 ( u n a d j u s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t i m e s  10 - 0 3
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TABLE 5 -14
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
Tota l  L e g i s l a t i o n
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S o c io - e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s
00inI 1 . 740 - . 0 9 5
P e r c e n t  M e t r o .0 9 0 . 134 . 1 3 3
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e -  .5 6 9 1 . 4 7 4 - . 0 9 5
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  . 6 0 8 . 5 7 4 .2 4 2
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * .001 . 0 7 3 . 3 0 5
L ega l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women -  .781 1 . 1 1 6 - . 1 0 8
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i  s l a t i  on - . 9 4 4 4 . 2 3 6 - . 0 4 4
A b o r t i o n
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s - . 5 4 0 . 8 0 4 - . 1 2 0
R S q u a re  = . 237  ( u n a d j u s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s a r e  t i m e s 10 - 0 3
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s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l e g a l  c o m p r e h e n s iv e n e s s  
m e as ure .  W h i l e  none o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h e r e  a r e  a c o u p l e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n s .
The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  a r e  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  women 
and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m .  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  i s  t h e  
NOW membership i n  a s t a t e  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
women in  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  What t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  i s  t h a t  
women do seem t o  f i g h t  f o r  and r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  as  
women and t h e y  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  women f r o m  
a b u se .  W h i l e  n o t  a l l  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  may l a b e l  
th e m s e l v e s  as f e m i n i s t s ,  s t a t e s  w i t h  a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
women in  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e  a r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  have  a w i d e r  
ra n g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and more c o m p r e h e n s iv e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  t h a t  do n o t  h a v e  l o t s  o f  women i n  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e .  T h e se  r e s u l t s  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s m  
does have r e s u l t s .  Those  s t a t e s  w i t h  l o t s  o f  NOW members  
a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y .
The t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
d e v e lo p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  had m ixed  r e s u l t s .  W h i l e  
t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  in  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  
i s  t h e  t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r  and in  t h e  c o r r e c t  
d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  i s  weak and n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d .  T h i s  seems t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t e s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have  
a d o p te d  more o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  components  o f  t h e  w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c y .  The s i g n  chang ed  on t h e  S o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s
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i n d i c a t o r  between th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  and f i n a l  model which  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e s c r ib e d  i s  due t o  chance.  
The f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  are  weak and 
i n c o n c lu s i  v e .
Legal  presence  in d e x .  The r e s u l t s  f rom  th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  presence index a r e  in  
T a b le  5 - 1 5 .  T h is  i n d i c a t o r  d i f f e r s  from t h e  one p r e v i o u s l y  
dis cus sed  in  t h a t  in s t e a d  o f  lo o k in g  a t  how comprehens ive  
th e  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  in  th e  s t a t e ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  
looks j u s t  a t  how many d i f f e r e n t  ty p es  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  
s t a t e  has adopted and ig n o r e s  th e  amount o f  components  
w i t h i n  each t y p e .  T h is  i n d i c a t o r  t h e r e f o r e  could  be 
c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  as a measure o f  how many o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
needs o f  b a t t e r e d  women i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s 
movement t h e  s t a t e  has a d o p te d .
W h i le  ag a in  none o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  reach a l e v e l  o f  
s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n s  emerge in  
th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s .  The p e r c e n t  o f  women in  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  th e  s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r ,  w h i l e  th e  number o f  
NOW members i s  t h e  w e a k e s t .  The n e x t  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  
a re  t h e  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  r e s t r i c t  
a b o r t i o n  a r e  th o s e  more l i k e l y  t o  score  h igh  on t h e  l e g a l  
p resence  index measure .  Those s t a t e s  t h a t  have gay r i g h t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a r e  th o s e  s t a t e s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  score  h igh  on 
th e  measure.  T h i s  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t a t e s  s c o r in g
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ITABLE 5 - 1 5  
REGRESSION ESTIMATES PRELIMINARY MODEL 
1983  C o m p o s i t e
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
S o c io - e c o n o m i  c 
S t a t u s . 0 7 2 .131 . 1 7 8
P e r c e n t  M e t r o . 00 8 . 0 1 0 . 1 8 4
I n d u s t r i  a ) i  z a t i o n . 1 66 . 1 99 . 1 6 0
P o l i t i c a l  
C u l t u r e - . 0 6 3 . 0 9 8 - . 1 5 8
I n t e r p a r t y
C o m p e t i t i o n - .  1 22 . 3 1 6 - . 0 8 6
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
Legi  s i a t u r e . 0 5 9 . 0 3 7 . 3 5 2
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * . 0 0 2 . 0 4 6 . 0 0 9
F e m i n i s t  N a t i o n a l  
V o t e - ,  0 0 8 . 0 0 7 - . 1 6 1
L e g a l
S t a t u s  o f  Women - .  1 09 . 0 7 7 - . 2 2 5
M a r i t a l  R i g h t s - . 2 8 8 . 2 3 0 - . 2 2 0
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n - . 3 9 7 . 3 0 6 - . 2 7 9
A b o r t i  on 
R e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . 0 8 2 . 0 5 3 .271
R S q u a r e  = . 4 0 7  ( u n a d j u s t e d )  
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  t i m e s  10 - 0 4
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h ig h  on t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  may bs a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  where  a b o r t i o n  and gay r i g h t s  a r e  
c o n c e r n e d .
The m easures  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, b o th  in  
g e n e r a l  and f o r  m a r r i e d  women a r e  b o th  n e g a t i v e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  l e g a l  p r e s e n c e  i n d e x  m e a s u re ,  w h ic h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  may n o t  be a f e m i n i s t  p o l i c y .  The  
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s  
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  weak and n o n s i g n i f i c a n t .
When t h e  model i s  re d u c e d  t h e  t r e n d s  d is c u s s e d  above  
r e m a i n .  T a b l e  5 - 1 6  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f i n a l  r e g r e s s i o n  r e s u l t s  
f o r  t h e  l e g a l  p r e s e n c e  i n d e x  m e a s u re .  A g a in  t h e r e  i s  t h e  
f a s c i n a t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s ys te m  
i n d i c a t o r s .  Women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  t h e  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a d o p te d  by t h e  s t a t e s ,  w h i l e  NOW m em bersh ip  i s  t h e  w e a k e s t .  
T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  g i v e n  how NOW m em bersh ip  
was one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e n e s s  m e a s u re .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e ,  and was 
s u g g e s t e d  f r o m  some o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t e  p o l i c y  
t y p e s ,  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t s  have  f o c u s e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on 
s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  on a l l  t h e  
p o s s i b l e  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  F or  e x a m p le  as p r e v i o u s l y  
d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e y  ha ve  n o t  been a c t i v e  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  
more powers  o r  i n  p a s s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The  
second s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r  was t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n
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TABLE 5-16
REGRESSION ESTIMATES FINAL MODEL
Legal Presence Index
I n d e p e n d e n t  
V a r i  a b l e s b Se b B e t a
Soci  o -ec onom i  c 
S t a t u s .0 0 5 . 108 .01 3
P e r c e n t  M e t r o .0 1 2 .0 0 8 .2 7 6
P o l i  t i  c a l  
C u l t u r e - . 0 7 2 . 0 9 2 - . 1 8 2
P e r c e n t  Women S t a t e  
Legi  s l a t u r e . 0 5 3 . 0 3 6 .3 1 7
NOW M e m b e r s h i p * * * . 0 0 2 .4 5 7 . 0 0 9 * * * *
L e g a l  S t a t u s  o f  
Women - . 0 8 4 .0 7 0 - . 1 7 4
F a m i l y  P r i v a c y  
L e g i s l a t i o n - . 2 7 4 . 2 6 4 - . 1 9 3
A b o r t i o n  
R e s t r i  c t i  ven es s .061 . 0 5 0 .2 0 2
R S q u a re  = . 3 3 8  ( u n a d j u s t e d )
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  
* s * * c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e
t i m e s
t i m e s
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l i v i n g  in  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  u rb a n  
s t a t e s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t h a n  r u r a l  s t a t e s  t o  h ave  a d o p t e d  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  may be t h a t  i n  Urban  
a r e a s  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o b l e m s  a r e  more e x p l i c i t  and t h e  need  
f o r  s e r v i c e s  more o b v i o u s  and t h e  s t a t e  has  r e sp o n d e d  w i t h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  more  o f  t h e  n e ed s  o f  b a t t e r e d  
women.
W h i l e  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  e f f e c t s  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  m e a s u r e ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  S t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  r e s t r i c t e d  
a b o r t i o n  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  w i f e  a buse  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  S t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  e x p l i c i t  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  a c t i o n s  o f  homosexua l  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  s c o r e  h i g h  on t h e  l e g a l  
p r e s e n c e  i n d e x .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  an i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b u t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  w i f e  a b u s e  as  a f e m i n i s t  p o l i c y  t h a t  w ou ld  
be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s .  How ever  t h e r e  
may be an a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I t  c o u l d  be t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  who a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  s t a t e s  t h a t  h a ve  a 
bad c l i m a t e  f o r  women, i e  t h e r e  i s  no s u p p o r t  f o r  a b o r t i o n  
r i g h t s  o r  gay r i g h t s ,  may c h o o s e  t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on 
s o m e t h in g  l e s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  such  as  w i f e  ab u se  p o l i c y .
They  may a l s o  h a v e  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  a c h i e v i n g  s u c c e s s .
The l e g i s l a t o r s  may be more  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l
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Ill
a c t i v i s t s  could  s u c c e s s f u l l y  argue  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  
needed to  p r o t e c t  " h e l p le s s "  women r a t h e r  than p o r t r a y in g  
th e  p o l i c i e s  as women’ s r i g h t s  i s s u e s .  Th is  would suggest a 
p a t r i a r c h a l  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  approach t o  women. This  
e x p l a n a t i o n  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  w i f e  abuse 
l e g i s l a t i o n  is  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  o t h e r  women’ s r i g h t s  
p o l i c i e s .
As h y p o th e s ize d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  i s  n e g a t i v e l y  
r e l a t e d  to  th e  l e g a l  p resence  in d e x .  S t a t e s  t h a t  have an 
id eo lo g y  o f  th e  government as a t o o l  o f  s o c ia l  change and 
c o n t r o l  a re  more l i k e l y  t o  have a v a r i e t y  o f  w i f e  abuse 
1egi  s i a t i  o n .
Comparing th e s e  two composi te  measures seems t o  suggest  
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  a r e  a t  work in  d e te rm in in g  how 
comprehensive a s t a t e ’ s p o l i c i e s  a re  versus what ty p e s  o f  
p o l i c i e s  t h e  s t a t e  a d o p ts .  What i s  s t r i k i n g  however,  is  t h a t  
t h e  f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  i n  g e n era l  do a b e t t e r  jo b  of  
e x p l a i n i n g  th e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  than th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s oc io -econom ic  development i n d i c a t o r s  and th e  p o l i t i c a l  
c l i m a t e  i n d i c a t o r s .  The l a c k  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
any o f  th e  i n d i c a t o r s  i s  however t r o u b l i n g .  T h is  suggests  
t h a t  t h e r e  a re  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  unmeasured by t h i s  model t h a t  
a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n .  T h is  i d e a  
w i l l  be d iscussed  l a t e r  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
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Pi s c u s s i  on
The f i n a l  r e g r e s s i o n  m ode ls  p r o v i d e  o n l y  m o d e ra t e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  a p o l i c y  model t h a t  i n t e g r a t e s  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  women in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  and f a m i l y  
r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s .  The model d i d  t h e  b e s t  
j o b  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  p o l i c y ,  f o l l o w e d  by 
t h e  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  l e g a l  p r e s e n c e  i n d e x ,  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  What i s  s t r i k i n g  
i s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  depends on 
w h a t  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  i s  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d .  These  f i n d i n g s  a r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w h i l e  some 
f a c t o r s  c r e a t e  a c l i m a t e  i n  a s t a t e  t h a t  a f f e c t s  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  some l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  p o l i c y  may i n  t u r n  
be r e l a t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s .
To f a c i l i t a t e  a c o m p a r is o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c y  
a r e a s ,  a summary t a b l e  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  T a b l e  5 - 1 9  c o n t a i n s  
t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e .  T a b l e  5 - 2 0  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
same i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u re s .
An i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  c f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  o f  i n d i c a t o r s  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  women and  
f e m i n i s t s  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  m a k in g  p r o c e s s .  W h i l e  t h e  f i n d i n g s
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TABLE 5 - 2 0
R e l a t i v e  I n f l u e n c e  o f  P r e d i c t o r  V a r i a b l e s  
on Composite  Measures
Legal Legal
Comp rehens i veness Prese nce
NO* Percent *oren
Hsmbersni d .205 State Legislature .311
Percent isomer Percent
State Legislature . 2 4 2 Metropolitan . 2 76
Percent Abortion
Metropolitan ■ i c ^ Restrictiveness . 2 02
Abortion Family
Restrictiveness - . 1 2 0 Privacy - . 1 9 3
Legal Status Political
of Kosien - . 1 0 8 Culture - . 1 8 2
Political Legal Status
Culture - . 0 9 5 of Konen - . 1 7 4
SES - . 0 3 5 SES - . 0 1 2
Family NO*
Privacy - . 0 4 4 Membership - . 0 0 9 ’
* * *  c o e f f i c i e n t  i s  t im e s  10 -01
183
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
w ere  v e r y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  a c r o s s  p o l i c y  a r e a s  t h e r e  was 
e v i d e n c e  in  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u re  t h a t  h a v i n g  more women in  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  power  r e s u l t s  in  h a v i n g  a b r o a d e r  
r a n g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H a v in g  women i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  does i n  f a c t  make a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p o l i c y  t h a t  
a f f e c t s  women. Women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  had a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on p o l i c e  r e f o r m ,  
d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and tw o  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u r e s .  
T h e s e  w ere  a l s o  t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s  w h e re  t h e  model as a w h o le  
d i d  t h e  b e s t  j o b  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  p o l i c y  o u t c o m e s .  W h i l e  many 
o f  t h e s e  women may n o t  be f e m i n i s t s  t h e y  a c t  as  a g ro u p  and  
w o rk  t o  p r o t e c t  m a r r i e d  women and r e f o r m  t h e  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  women do n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w  a p a r t y  l i n e  b u t  v o t e  as women on i s s u e s  
t h a t  a f f e c t  women. T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  were  
r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  n eeds  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women a r t i c u l a t e d  by 
t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movem ent .  H o w e v e r ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e re  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  women i t  was i n  more t r a d i t i o n a l  
and p e r h a p s  p a t r i a r c h a l  ways by g i v i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  more  
a u t h o r i t y  and pow er  t o o  p r o t e c t  women and by i n c r e a s i n g  
p r o t e c t i o n  o n l y  f o r  m a r r i e d  women u n d e r g o i n g  some l e g a l  
a c t i  o n .
F e m i n i s t s  on t h e  o t h e r  hand a p p e a r  t o  have  f o c u s e d  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  a l l  women 
r a t h e r  t h a n  w o r k i n g  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  
s y s t e m .  They have  a l s o  w o r k e d  a t  o b t a i n i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r
1 8 4
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programs and s e r v i c e s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women t h a t  i s  n o t  
d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s y s te m  b u t  i s  i n s t e a d  s e l f -  
p e r p e t u a t i n g .
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  i n d i c a t o r s  ended  
up b e in g  f a i r l y  i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  
measure  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o l i c i e s  a d o p te d  by t h e  
s t a t e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  w i f e  a b u s e .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  v i e w i n g  
t h e s e  p o l i c i e s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s t a t e s  w i t h  w i f e  abuse p o l i c i e s ,  
as more l i b e r a l  o r  f e m i n i s t  o r  b e t t e r  f o r  women may be 
i n c o r r e c t .  I t  may be t h a t  i n  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  o r  r e g u l a t e  f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r  may be more i n t e r e s t e d  in  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  f o r m  t h a n  p r o t e c t i n g  
women. W h i l e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t r o u b l e s o m e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  
women w ere  c o n s i s t e n t l y  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  
w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y  m e a s u r e s .
The r e g r e s s i o n  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  i n ­
d i c a t o r s  may n o t  be as u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  a f f e c t i n g  wom en 'as  t h e y  have p ro v e n  in  
p a s t  r e s e a r c h  on f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s .  The i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  
m easure  was d ro p p e d  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  m o d e l .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  l i v i n g  i n  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  was s t r o n g l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d i r e c t i o n  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  
p o l i c e  powers  and w i t h  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  m e as u re s  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  
p r o v e  u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  o t h e r  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  S o c i o ­
econo m ic  s t a t u s  was n o t  a v e r y  s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r  f o r  most o f
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t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s  and s u r p r i s i n g l y  was i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n  t h a n  h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  
measure  was d ro p p e d  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  m o d e l .
The p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  w e re  mixed i n  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  
i n  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  The i n t e r p a r t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  
m easure  was d ro p p e d  f r o m  t h e  model w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c u l t u r e  measure  p r o v e d  u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  m os t  t y p e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  was i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  
p r e d i c t e d  f o r  b o tn  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t i n g  women.  
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  m o r a l i s t i c  s t a t e s  do w e lc om e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  
t h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  l i m i t e d  t o  g i v i n g  a g e n t s  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  more power  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  o p t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  b a t t e r e d  women.
What does  t h i s  mean f o r  b a t t e r e d  women? I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  much has been  done  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  women s i n c e  
t h e  e a r l y  d ays  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s m ovem ent .  Many  
s t a t e s  have  i n  f a c t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and o p t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  v i c t i m s .  As d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  4 ,  t h i s  may 
ha ve  a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  women w i t h  more  
r e s o u r c e s  and i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c o s t  t o  b a t t e r e r s  o f  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s .  I n  t u r n  t h i s  may d e c r e a s e  women’ s c h a n c e s  o f  
g e t t i n g  b a t t e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e xc h a n g e  t h e o r y .  From a 
c o n f l i c t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e r e  may be l e s s  v i o l e n c e  i f  t h e s e  
r e s o u r c e s  change  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power i n  a r e l a t i o n s h i p .
From a f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s ,  one needs  t o  l o o k  a t  w h a t  k i n d s
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of  resources  a re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  women. Much o f  th e  research  
seems to  suggest  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  d i r e c t l y  empowering women 
some o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  g iv e s  t h e  p o l i c e  power and d i s c r e ­
t i o n  and may r e f l e c t  a p a t e r n a l i s t i c  view o f  women. One o f  
the  most i m p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g s  from a f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  is  
the  r o l e  t h a t  t h e  women in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system p la y  in 
a f f e c t i n g  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E l e c t i n g  more women t o  p o s i t i o n s  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  power w i l l  b e n e f i t  b a t t e r e d  women. I n c r e a s i n g  
the  grass  r o o t s  o r g a n i z i n g  in  s t a t e s  through groups such as 
NOW a ls o  w i l l  b e n e f i t  women. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  w h i l e  th e s e  two 
f a c t o r s  v a r y  in  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on d i f f e r e n t  typ es  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  both a r e  n e c e s s a ry  t o  in s u r e  t h a t  b a t t e r e d  women 
a r e  p r o t e c t e d  and empowered.
The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  d is c u s s e s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
re sea rch  f o r  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  re s e a rch  on two l e v e l s .
F i r s t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s t a t e  p o l i c y  re se a rc h  and th e o r y  
a re  e x p l o r e d .  Second t h e  impact o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women’ s a dvo c a te s  i s  d is c u s s e d .  A l t e r n a t i v e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  and m e th o d o lo g ic a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  th e  r e s u l t s  
are  a ls o  e x p l o r e d .  Recommendations f o r  f u t u r e  re se a rc h  a re  
p r e s e n t e d .
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CHAPTER 6
TOWARD AN INTEGRATED THEORY OF STATE POLICY ANALYSIS
I n t r o d u c t i o n
T h i s  c h a p t e r  a c c o m p l i s h e s  s e v e r a l  g o a l s .  F i r s t ,  i t  
s u m m a r iz e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  S ec ond ,  i t  
d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  
and p o l i c y  model d e v e l o p e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2 .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
d i s c u s s i o n  a r e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  and 
l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  m o d e l .  T h i r d ,  i t  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  f o r  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  t h e o r y ,  s o c i a l  
a c t i v i s t s  and b a t t e r e d  women. L a s t ,  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  f o r  
f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  a r e  d i s c u s s e d
Summary o f  R e s u l t s
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  e x a m in e d  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  by t h e  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
a v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t h i s  c o n t e x t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  
and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  women i n  t h e
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p o l i t i c a l  s ys tem  w ere  e x a m in e d .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  added a 
u n iq u e  p e r s p e c t i v e  on s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  by 
i n c l u d i n g  c o n t e x t u a l  p o l i c y  f a c t o r s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e d i c t o r  
mode. These p o l i c y  m eas ure s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women 
and measures  o f  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y .  I t  was 
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  p r o v i d e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s t a t e  
l e v e l  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  t o w a r d  women and t h e  f a m i l y .
The t y p e s  o f  l e g a l  c hang e  t h a t  had o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  
s t a t e  l e v e l  w e re  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e p t h  i n  C h a p t e r  4 .  The w i f e  
abuse p o l i c y  a r e a s  w ere  c a t e g o r i z e d  by t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
p o l i c y .  These  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  l o o s e l y  based on L o w i ’ s 
( 1 9 6 4 )  p o l i c y  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  w h ic h  has been m o d i f i e d  by 
T a t a l o v i c h  & Daynes ( 1 9 8 4 )  i n t o  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  and d i s t r i b u t i v e .  S o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  
a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  chang e  b e h a v i o r ,  i n  t h i s  cas e  
t h e y  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  b a t t e r i n g  s i t u a t i o n  
and s t o p  t h e  v i o l e n c e  by e i t h e r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  woman o r  
rem o v in g  t h e  a s s a i l a n t .  S o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  and c r i m i n a l  law  
r e f o r m .  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  
c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  r e c o r d k e e p i n g  and d o c u m e n t in g  t h e  amount o f  
w i f e  abuse i n  a s t a t e .  D i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  
fu n d  w i f e  abuse  s h e l t e r s  o r  p ro g ra m s  and t a k e  t h r e e  fo r m s ;  
d i r e c t  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e s .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e p a r a t e  p o l i c y  a r e a s ,  tw o d i f f e r e n t  
c o m p o s i t e  m eas u res  w e re  e x a m i n e d .
W h i l e  many laws have  been p a s s e d  t o  a s s i s t  b a t t e r e d  
women, t h e  t y p e s  and e x t e n t  o f  t h e  ch an g e  h a v e  n o t  been  
c o n s i s t e n t  a c r o s s  s t a t e s .  Some s t a t e s  h a ve  a d o p t e d  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r i e n t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i l e  o t h e r s  h a ve  f o c u s e d  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on r e f o r m i n g  p o l i c e  p r a c t i c e s  and p o w e rs  o r  
c r i m i n a l i z i n g  w i f e  a b u s e .  C h a p t e r  4 a l s o  e x a m in e d  t h e  
e f f e c t  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  p a t t e r n s .  W h i l e  
n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  some r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  was n o t e d .
R e g i o n a l  V a r i a t i o n
The N o r t h e a s t  r e g i o n  was m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e f o r m  t h e i r  p o l i c e  p r o c e d u r e s  
and a p p r o p r i a t e  money t o  f u n d  p r o g r a m s  and s e r v i c e s  f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women. The S o u th  was m ost  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  
c r i m i n a l  law  r e f o r m  and t o  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .  The  
West was most l i k e l y  t o  p a s s  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  l a w s  t h a t  
h e l p  m a r r i e d  women. The S o u t h e r n  and W e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  had  
t h e  l e a s t  l e g a l  r e f o r m ,  w h i l e  t h e  N o r t h  and N o r t h  C e n t r a l  
had a d o p t e d  t h e  most  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p o l i c i e s .  I f  j u s t  t h e  
s t a t e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t  and S o u t h e r n  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  compared t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  
N o r t h e a s t  i s  i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  p a s s  w i f e  a buse  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  S o u th  i s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o .
W h i l e  most  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  a  l e v e l  
o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some g e n e r a l  t r e n d s
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notea w i t h  the  composi te  measure.  The le g a l  presence index ,  
which measured how many d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  each 
s t a t e  passed e x h i b i t e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e g io n a l  v a r i a t i o n .  The 
s t a t e s  t h a t  had adopted t h e  fe w e s t  ty p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  were  
c o n c e n t ra te d  in  t h e  south  in  Arkansas ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  &
Alabama. Those s t a t e s  t h a t  had adopted t h e  most types  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  in c lu d e  New Hampshire ,  W isco ns in ,  New York ,  
Massachuset ts ,  and C a l i f o r n i a .  S t a t e s  which a r e  l a r g e  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .
A Model o f  P o l i c y  P r e d i c t i o n
P rev io u s  p o l i c y  r e s e a rc h  suggested s e v e r a l  p o s s ib le  
e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women.
S t a t e  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  may be i n f l u e n c e d  by s t r u c t u r a l  
f a c t o r s  such as t h e  l e v e l  o f  s o c io -eco n o m ic  deve lopment,  
e d u c a t io n  or  u r b a n i z a t i o n  in  a s t a t e  (Dye 1966, N ic e ,  198 ) .
A l t e r n a t e l y ,  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  may be i n f l u e n c e d  by the  
i d e o l o g i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  or  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  in  t h e  s t a t e  (Lockard  1983; N ice  
1 9 8 2 ) .  Recent  t h e o r e t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  by T o u ra in e  (1 9 8 8 )  
suggest  t h a t  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r a l  models a r e  o b s o l e t e  in  post  
i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  and t h a t  s o c i a l  movements and more 
" a c t o r "  c e n te re d  t h e o r i e s  may prove more u s e f u l  in  a n a l y z i n g  
s o c i a l  change. T o u r a in e  argues  t h a t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  not  
as im p o r ta n t  in  d e t e r m in i n g  s o c i a l  change as s o c i a l  
movements and i n f l u e n t i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s .  S o c ia l  movements can
b r in g  p re s s u re  t o  bear  on t h e  p o l i c y  a re n a  and f o r c e  th e
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s t a t e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e i r  demands and needs .  Examples  o f  
t h i s  a r e  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  movement  i n  P o la n d  and t h e  s t u d e n t  
movement i n  F r a n c e .  S i n c e  w i f e  abuse  was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  agenda  by t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  
t h a t  f a c t o r s  t h a t  m e a s u re  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  movement may 
be more i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  t h a n  t h e  
s o c io e c o n o m ic  o r  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s .  A l s o  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  e l e c t i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w here  t h e y  can  
i n f l u e n c e  s o c i a l  c h an g e  may a l s o  h e l p  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  b e n e f i t  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y  t h a t  t h e y  
r e p r e s e n t .  F e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  
a p p r o a c h ,  and a s k s  t h e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  r o l e  do 
women i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  p l a y  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  m a k in g  
p r o c e s s  ( P l e c k  1 9 8 7 ) .
The model t e s t e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  and l o o k e d  a t  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t e x t u a l  f a c t o r s  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women and f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and  
p r i v a c y  p o l i c i e s  i n  a s t a t e .  Thus  t h e  model used i n  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  t e s t e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  b o th  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  p o l i c y  m ode ls  a g a i n s t  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
and c o n t e x t u a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  a more p r o c e s s  and  
a c t i v e  model o f  p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n .  F i g u r e  6 -1  p r e s e n t s  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  model used i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The v a r i a b l e s  in  
b o ld  w e r e  d ro p p e d  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  m o d e l .  M u l t i p l e  o r d i n a r y
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l e a s t  squares and l o g i t  r e g r e s s io n  were used t o  a n a ly z e  th e  
d a t a .
Of the  tw e lv e  v a r i a b l e s  h y p o t h e s iz e d  to  be r e l a t e d  to  
th e  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  a r e a s ,  o n ly  e i g h t  were r e t a i n e d  in  th e  
f i n a l  model.  V a r i a b l e s  whose s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  was g r e a t e r  
than t h e i r  r e g r e s s io n  c o e f f i c i e n t  were dropped from th e  
f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  and i n c lu d e d :  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  i n t e r p a r t y  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  f e m i n i s t  n a t i o n a l  v o t e ,  and t h e  m a r i t a l  r i g h t s  
measure.  The v a r i a b l e s  l e f t  in  t h e  model were t h e  s o c i o ­
economic s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
l i v i n g  in  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  th e  
s t a t e ,  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  th e  
number o f  NOW members, t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women, th e  f a m i l y  
r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and th e  a b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  measure.  A l l  o f  th e s e  measures e x c e p t  
p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  were h y p o th e s iz e d  t o  be p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  th e  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  measures.  A b o r t io n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  
and f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u ld  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  have been r e l a t e d  in  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  The 
f i n d i n g s  f o r  each o f  t h e  p o l i c y  a r e a s  a r e  b r i e f l y  summarized  
below.
R e s u l t s  o f  th e  P o l i c y  M o d e l .
S o c ia l  R e g u la t o r y  P o l i c y .  There  were no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
a l th o u g h  th e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was t h e  NOW membership in  
th e  s t a t e .  The model o n ly  e x p l a i n e d  13 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e
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t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  p r o t e c t i o n  o rd e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The 
pe rcen tage  o f  women in  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and NOW membership 
were th e  o n ly  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  of  
domest ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and th e  model e x p la in e d  47 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  among th e  s t a t e s .  The percen tage  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  in  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  soc io-economic  s t a t u s ,  
p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  women in  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  and a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  were a l l  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i c e  re fo rm .  A l l  
were in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o th e s iz e d  e x c e p t  th e  soc io -econom ic  
s t a t u s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  There  were no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  c r i m i n a l  law re fo rm ,  and th e  model 
d id  a poor j o b  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  
due in p a r t  t o  th e  small  number o f  s t a t e s  who have a s t a t e  
l e v e l  p o l i c y  c r i m i n a l i z i n g  w i f e  abuse.
I n f o r m a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i o n . There  were no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
measure.  The s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  which was in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o th e s ize d .  THe 
model o n ly  e x p l a i n e d  11 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  
v a r i  a b i 1 i t y .
D i s t r i b u t i v e  L e g i s l a t i o n . S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  those s t a t e s  
t h a t  had c r i m i n a l i z e d  sodomy and r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n  were  
those  most l i k e l y  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  money f o r  w i f e  abuse 
programs. W h i le  not  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  more NOW members in  th e  
s t a t e ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  i t  was t o  fund programs. There  were
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no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  
s u r c h a r g e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  p < . 1 0 ,  b u t  t h o s e  t h a t  came v e r y  
c l o s e  t o  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w ere  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  r e s u l t s .  S t a t e s  t h a t  had r e s t r i c t e d  a b o r t i o n  
w ere  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  have  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e .
S t a t e s  t h a t  had n o t  c r i m i n a l i z e d  sodomy and had gay r i g h t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w e re  more l i k e l y  t o  have  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  
s u r c h a r g e s .  S t a t e s  w i t h  a l a r g e  NOW m em bersh ip  w ere  a l s o  
more l i k e l y  t o  h ave  t h i s  t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g  p o l i c y .  T h i s  seems 
t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s t a t e s  which  
have a l i b e r a l  s o c i a l  c l i m a t e .
C o m p o s i te  P o l i c i e s .
T h e r e  w e re  c o m p o s i t e  measures  compared i n  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .  One c o m p o s i t e  was a m easure  o f  t h e  t o t a l  amount  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  by t h e  s t a t e s  and t h e  second  
c o m p o s i t e  was a s i m p l e  m easure  o f  how many d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  e ac h  s t a t e  a d o p te d  as o f  1 9 8 3 .
T h e r e  w e re  no s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  i n d e x  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was 
t h e  NOW m e m b ers h ip  v a r i a b l e  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  women 
i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  in  
a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  was t h e  t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  and 
a l l  w e re  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i z e d .  The r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  
l e g a l  p r e s e n c e  c o m p o s i t e  w ere  s i m i l a r  w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
p r e d i c t o r  b e i n g  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  women i n  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  in
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a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a .  I n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e  w e a k e s t  p r e d i c t o r  was 
NOW membership .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  NOW members a r e  more 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  making s u r e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p o l i c i e s  
t h a t  p r o t e c t  women r a t h e r  t h a n  empower t h e  p o l i c e  o r  c o l l e c t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  on a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .
D i s c u s s i o n  o f  F i n d i n g s
T ypes  o f  P o l i c i e s .
One o f  t h e  m a jo r  f i n d i n g s  was t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  d i f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  d e p e n d in g  on w h ic h  t y p e  
o f  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y  was b e i n g  a n a l y z e d .  T h e r e  was a l s o  
v a r i a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c y  a r e a s .  For  
e x a m p le ,  w h i l e  NOW m e m bersh ip  was f a i r l y  s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
and c r i m i n a l  law r e f o r m ,  i t  was w e a k l y  and n e g a t i v e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  w h i l e  f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i s t s  a p p e a r  t o  push f o r  p o l i c i e s  
t h a t  p r o t e c t  and empower women by re m o v in g  t h e  a b u s e r  and  
p u t t i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s  on h i s  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e y  may n o t  be w i l l i n g  
t o  push f o r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  g i v e  t h e  p o l i c e  more pow er .
W h i l e  t h e  f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  i n d i c a t o r s  
t u r n e d  o u t  n o t  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  most o f  t h e  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s .  S u r p r i s i n g l y , i n
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s t a t e s  were a b o r t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  and th e  s t a t e  r e g u l a t e d  
p r i v a t e  sexua l  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  s t a t e  was more l i k e l y  t o  fund  
programs f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. T h is  suggests  t h a t  th e  s t a t e s  
do have some c o n s is t e n c y  in  t h e i r  approach t o  i n t e r f e r i n g  
w i th  b e h a v io r  t h a t  goes on i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  sphere  o f  th e  
home. Not o n ly  a r e  th e y  l i k e l y  t o  r e g u l a t e  and r e s t r i c t  
p r i v a t e  b e h a v i o r ,  but th e y  g i v e  money t o  p r o v id e  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. Of co u rs e  we do not  know th e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  programs s u p p o r te d .  They 
could be geared  a t  k eep ing  t h e  f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r  r a t h e r  th a n  
empowering women.
In  g e n e r a l  t h e  model d i d  t h e  b e s t  j o b ,  in  te rms o f  th e  
s t r e n g t h  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s ,  in  p r e d i c t i n g  
t h e  p o l i c e  re fo rm  and d o m e st ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  
d id  th e  w o r s t  j o b  in  p r e d i c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
f o l lo w e d  by p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and c r i m i n a l  law 
re form .
The Role o f  t h e  I n d i c a t o r s .
Soc io -Econom ic  Deve lopm ent .  A n other  m a jor  f i n d i n g  o f  
th e  re s e a r c h  was t h e  r e l a t i v e  u s e le s s n e s s  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  deve lopment and 
p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e .  S o c io -e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  was u n r e l a t e d  t o  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r  na d o m e st ic  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and was 
n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i c e  r e f o r m  and c r i m i n a l  law re fo rm .  
The p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  in  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  was th e  
s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  re fo rm  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t
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was o t h e r w i s e  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  m e a s u r e s .  The l e v e l  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  model  
a l l  t o g e t h e r .
T h ese  f i n d i n g s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  much o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  on s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  p r e d i c t i o n  and may 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  e i t h e r  no l o n g e r  a r e  s t r o n g  
d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A l t e r n a t e l y ,  i t  may i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e s e  m o d e ls  a r e  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r i s e  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  
movements ,  such as  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movement.
P o l i t i c a l  C l i m a t e . P r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  m e a s u re s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w e re  
i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y .  Much o f  t h e  
d e b a t e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  c e n t e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  
i n d i c a t o r s .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  may be as 
u s e f u l  t o d a y  i n  a n a l y z i n g  w i f e  a b u se  p o l i c y  as  o t h e r  
i n d i c a t o r s .  The w i d e l y  used m e a s u re  o f  i n t e r p a r t y  
c o m p e t i t i o n  v a r i a b l e  d ro p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  model  
c o m p l e t e l y .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r  
a v a l i d  p r e d i c t o r  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  t i e s  o f  p o l i t i c s  and e c o n o m i c s .  P o l i t i c i a n s  have  
t o  s e r v e  e c o n o m ic  i n t e r e s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  v o t e r s  t o  g e t  r e ­
e l e c t e d .
The p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  was r e l a t e d  
r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g l y  i n  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e
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p o l i c e  r e f o r m  m e as u re ,  b u t  was u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p o l i c y  
m e a s u r e s .  W h i l e  t h i s  m easure  has a l s o  been w i d e l y  used i n  
p r e v i o u s  s t a t e  l e v e l  r e s e a r c h ,  i t  i s  a f a i r l y  d a t e d  measure  
and n o t  v e r y  e m p i r i c a l l y  g r o u n d e d .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  
s t i l l  r e l a t e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  does r e f l e c t  s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  
t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  i t  i s  
s t i l l  m e a s u r in g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  a s t a t e  t o  g o v e rn m e n t
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  A new m easure  o f
c u l t u r e  i s  needed t h a t  i s  t i e d  l e s s  t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and more a c t i o n  o r i e n t e d .
D a v id  N i c e  ( 1 9 8 9 )  has r e c e n t l y  begun t o  d e v e l o p  some new 
i d e o l o g i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .
Women i n  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  S y s t e m . One o f  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women’ s 
a c t i v i s t s  i s  t h a t  e l e c t i n g  women t o  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  and  
o r g a n i z i n g  a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l  does e f f e c t  s o c i a l  
p o l i c y .  W h i l e  t h e r e  was some v a r i a t i o n  by p o l i c y  a r e a ,  t h e  
m e a s u re s  o f  women i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem  w ere  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
among t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  t h e  w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  
m e a s u r e s .  What t h i s  means i s  t h a t  a f t e r  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and p o l i t i c a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  s o c i a l  movement  
i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y .  Thus
a s t r a t e g y  f o r  s o c i a l  c h an g e  w o u ld  i n v o l v e  i n c r e a s i n g
o r g a n i z i n g  a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l  and c h a n g in g  t h e  a c t o r s  
who a r e  i n  p o l i c y  m ak ing  p o s i t i o n s .
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I n  te rm s  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  
p o l i c y  a r e a s  t h i s  was a good m e a s u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  
d i f f e r e d  on t h e  i n d i c a t o r  and t h e  t y p e  o f  p o l i c i e s .  T h i s  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  and g o a l s  o f  women 
l e g i s l a t o r s  and NOW a c t i v i s t s .  W h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  
a r e  concerned  w i t h  e m p o w er in g  women and p r o t e c t i n g  b a t t e r e d  
women, t h e y  a r e  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  p ro m o te s  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  
more l i k e l y  t o  f a v o r  r e f o r m s  t h a t  a r e  d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t i n g  
women r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and power o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  On t h e  o t h e r  ha n d ,  women l e g i s l a t o r s  may be more  
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d  women i n  g e n e r a l  and  
b a t t e r e d  women i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  They may be more l i k e l y  t o  
e m p a t h iz e  w i t h  b a t t e r e d  women, b u t  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  go as  
f a r  in  empower ing them .
S t a t u s  o f  Women. The s t a t u s  o f  women i n d i c a t o r s  
p r o v i d e d  p u z z l i n g  r e s u l t s .  I t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  
where  women had a r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  l e g a l  and economic  s t a t u s  
w ould  be more l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  
t h i s  would  i n d i c a t e  c o n s i s t e n c y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
t o w a r d  g i v i n g  women c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  t o  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  
Second,  t h i s  w ou ld  p r o v i d e  a  c o n t e x t u a l  i n d i c a t o r  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  in  a s t a t e  t h a t  m i g h t  be more r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  
needs o f  b a t t e r e d  women. W h i l e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t o r  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  n e g a t i v e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p o l i c y  a r e a s  e x c e p t
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domestic r e l a t i o n s ,  and t o  th e  com posite  measures. T h is  
may suggest two t h in g s .
F i r s t ,  in  th o s e  s t a t e s  where women have a h igh  le g a l  
s ta tu s  th e y  may n o t need w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n .  Bloomberg  
(1 9 88 ) w ro te  an essay r e c e n t l y  where she suggests  t h a t  
in c re a s in g  women’ s s t a t u s  would le a d  t o  a decrease  in  
v io le n c e  d i r e c t e d  to w ard  them . T h is  decrease  in  v io le n c e  
may in  tu r n  le a d  t o  a d e c re a s e  in  th e  need f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
Th is  is  somewhat c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Y l l o ’ s (1 9 8 0 )  f i n d i n g  o f  a 
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between w i f e  abuse and th e  s t a t u s  
o f  women in  a s t a t e .
Second, t h i s  n e g a t iv e  f i n d i n g  may in d ic a t e  a c o n c e p tu a l  
problem in  th e  h y p o th e s is .  W ife  abuse p o l ic y  may n o t r e a l l y  
be a woman’ s r i g h t s  p o l i c y  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  sense. W h ile  
they  a re  g iv e n  s p e c i f i c  le g a l  r i g h t s ,  those  r ig h t s  a re  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  th e  f a m i ly  and n o t  to  s o c ie ty  a t  l a r g e .  These  
f in d in g s  su g g est a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between women’ s r i g h t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a f f o r d s  b a t te r e d  women 
p r o t e c t i o n . T h is  i n d i c a t e s  a need f o r  more e x te n s iv e  
research  on i n d i c a t o r s  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women and t h e i r  
r e la t i o n s h i p  t o  s t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i c y  t h a t  a f f e c t s  women.
F a m ily  R e g u la t io n  and P r i v a c y . The in c lu s io n  o f  th e s e  
i n d ic a t o r s  r e p r e s e n ts  an a t te m p t  t o  t r y  and measure o th e r  
p o l i c i e s  where th e  s t a t e  to o k  a c t io n  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  th e  
f a m i ly .  To some e x t e n t  u s in g  th e s e  v a r ia b le s  as p r e d ic t o r s  
was e x p l o r a t o r y .  They r e p r e s e n t  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a re
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a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o  f a m i l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
movement i n  t h e  u s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  same movement t h a t  w o u ld  be 
l e a s t  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  s t a t e ’ s i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s p h e r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .
A l t e r n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  m e as u re s  o f  p o l i c i e s  w h e re  t h e  
s t a t e  does  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  v e r y  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  
d e c i s i o n s .  I t  c o u l d  be a r g u e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  p e o p l e  t r u l y  c a r e d  
a b o u t  p r o t e c t i n g  f a m i l y  members,  and p r e s e r v i n g  a  p e a c e f u l  
happy f a m i l y ,  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  w o u ld  be p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  w i f e  a b u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  m e a s u r e s .
The o v e r a l l  f i n d i n g s  w e re  m ixed  and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  p o l i c i e s .  
F a m i l y  p r i v a c y  was n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  any  s o c i a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  m e a s u r e ,  b u t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s t r o n g e s t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t  was n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d .  A b o r t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  was t h e  second s t r o n g e s t  i n d i c a t o r  f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  b u t  was p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  
m e a s u r e .  T h i s  may r e f l e c t  t h a t  s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  r e s t r i c t e d  
a b o r t i o n ,  a r e  a l s o  t h o s e  l i k e l y  t o  g i v e  power  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  b a t t e r e d  woman.
T h e r e  a r e  a c o u p l e  o f  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  
s t a t e s  w i t h  a n t i  g a y  r i g h t s ,  a n t i  c h o i c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  may be  
t h o s e  w h e re  women’ s  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  ha v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  
f o c u s  t h e i r  e n e r g y  on e x c e p t  b a t t e r e d  women. T h e y  can  
c h o o s e  t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  a c t i v i s m  on w h e re  i t  w i l l  h a ve  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s .
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A l t e r n a t e l y  i n  t h e s e  s t a t e s  w h ic h  most  r e f l e c t  t h e  
agend a  o f  t h e  New r i g h t  and i t s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  women and 
t h e  f a m i l y ,  f u n d i n g  p ro g ra m s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women may g i v e  t h e  
s t a t e  more c o n t r o l  o v e r  how b a t t e r e d  women a r e  h e l p e d .  For  
e x a m p le  t h e  s t a t e  can  c o n t r o l  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  s h e l t e r  
p rogram s  and p u t  money i n t o  j u d i c i a l  programs.,  c o u n s e l i n g  o r  
m e d i a t i o n  g e a r e d  t o w a r d  k e e p i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r  r a t h e r  
t h a n  empower ing  b a t t e r e d  women.
The c o n c e p t  o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  i s  a c t u a l l y  
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  p r o b le m s  i n  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e s e  r e s u l t s .  On t h e  one  hand t h e r e  i s  t h e  
d im e n s i o n  o f  p r i v a c y ,  w h e re  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a r g u e  f o r  no g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  
f a m i l y .  I n  a p u r e  p r i v a c y  d im e n s i o n  t h e r e  w o u ld  be no 
r e s t r i c t i v e  sodomy s t a t u t e s ,  no a b o r t i o n  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s ,  
and no d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  f a m i l i e s  b ase d  on t h e  s e x u a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  members.
On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  i s  a f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  
d i m e n s i o n ,  w h e re  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  s u p p o r t  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  h e t e r o s e x u a l  f a m i l y  u n i t ,  and w o u ld  s u p p o r t  
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  u p h e ld  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  p o l i c i e s .  I n  t h i s  
c a s e  t h e r e  w o u ld  be a n t i  a b o r t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  sodomy 
l e g i s l a t i o n  and no gay r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The i s s u e  o f  
w i f e  abuse  i s  somewhat p r o b l e m a t i c  b e c a u s e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
f a m i l y  i d e o l o g y  w ou ld  be t o  kee p  f a m i l i e s  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  a l s o  
i s  f a i r l y  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  t o w a r d  women. So p o l i t i c a l
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c o n s e r v a t i v e s  m i g h t  s u p p o r t  some i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  
women, b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  g e a r e d  t o w a r d  c h a n g in g  b e h a v i o r s  
t h a t  would  keep  t h e  f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r .
These f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  more a t t e n t i o n  needs  t o  be 
p a i d  t o  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h e y  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  i t  w o u ld  be u s e f u l  t o  d e v e l o p  some o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  
o f  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  and t r y  and d e v e l o p  t h e  d im e n s i o n s  
d i s c u s s e d  a b o ve  i n  more d e t a i l .  I t  w o u ld  a l s o  be u s e f u l  t o  
use  them i n  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e i r  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l y  p o l i c y  and women’ s 
r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
C o n c l u s i o n .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a p r i m a r i l y  
s t r u c t u r a l  model may n o t  be as  u s e f u l  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  p o l i c y  
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a g e n d a  by a  s o c i a l  movement.  A more  
i n t e g r a t e d  model t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a c t o r  c e n t e r e d  and s o c i a l  
movement i n d i c a t o r s  seems t o  be more u s e f u l .  T h i s  means 
t h a t  more r e s e a r c h  must be done on s o c i a l  movement  
i n d i c a t o r s  and p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  i n d i c a t o r s  and t h e  r o l e  
t h e y  p l a y  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The s t r o n g  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  women i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  i n d i c a t o r s  on 
w i f e  abuse  p o l i c y  p r o v i d e s  a d i r e c t i o n  f o r  g r a s s  r o o t s  
a c t i v i s t s ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  be i n c l u d e d  i n  
o t h e r  m odels  t h a t  e x a m in e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a f f e c t s  women i n  
a v e r y  b ro a d  s e n s e .
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T h is  re s e a rc h  a l s o  sugge sts  t h a t  th e  i n t e n t  o f  th e  
p o l i c y  may have i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  in  d e v e lo p in g  a 
p r e d i c t o r  model.  P r e v io u s  p o l i c y  r e s e a rc h  has been 
p r e d i c a t e d  on th e  assumpt ion  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o n f l i c t  over  
what p o l i c y  a c t u a l l y  passes in  a s t a t e  and t h e  models 
deve loped  have sought t o  i d e n t i f y  which f a c t o r s  a r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  passage o f  t h e  p o l i c y .  I t  may be 
t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  making p roc ess  and t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s e l e c t i o n  
proces s  have changed r a d i c a l l y  in  t h e  p a s t  decade o r  so and 
a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t i e d  i n t o  economic is s u e s .  Thus models  
deve loped  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  amount o f  w e l f a r e  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  
c l e a r l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n f l i c t  i n  a s t a t e ,  may n o t  be as  
u s e f u l  in  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  w i f e  
abuse p o l i c i e s  t h a t  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e  r e so u rc e s  
from t h e  s t a t e .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c i e s  a r e  n o t  components o f  one shared  d imension o r  
c o n s i s t e n t  approach t o  t h e  prob lem.  I n s t e a d  th e y  r e f l e c t  
m u l t i p l e  d im ensions  and approaches t o  t h e  problem o f  w i f e  
abuse by t h e  s t a t e .  These d i f f e r e n t  d im ensions  a r e  in  t u r n  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  and f o r c e s .  
L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  model
The model o f  p o l i c y  a d o p t io n  deve loped  i n  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  p r o v id e d  some e v id e n c e  o f  what f a c t o r s  
i n f l u e n c e  w i f e  abuse l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t io n  by t h e  American  
S t a t e s .  However,  t h e r e  a r e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  some f a c t o r s  t h a t
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had t o  be o m i t t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  some l i m i t a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  m easu re m en t  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e .  G iv e n  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d o e s  a  good j o b  u t i l i z i n g  
a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  and p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h ,  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a model  
o f  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t i o n .
O m i t t e d  i n d i c a t o r s .  I t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n ts ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
movement w o u ld  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  a b u s e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  NOW members b e i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  
o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  and m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  s u r c h a r g e  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  o f  s o c i a l  movements m i g h t  
p ro d u c e  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s .  D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c o a l i t i o n s  
e x i s t  in  e v e r y  s t a t e  and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m o b i l i z i n g  s e r v i c e s  
and s u p p o r t  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women t h e y  a l s o  may h a v e  a  
l e g i s l a t i v e  arm o r  a l o b b y i s t .  A t t e m p t s  w ere  made t o  t r y  
and q u a n t i f y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
c o a l i t i o n s  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .  To  c o m p i l e  an a c c u r a t e  m eas u re  
o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c o a l i t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  one w o u ld  h a ve  t o  
i n t e r v i e w  t h e  c o n t a c t  p e o p l e  i n  e a c h  s t a t e .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  
was beyond t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h .  H o w e v e r ,  
i t  was f e l t  t h a t  NOW m e m b e r s h ip  was a good i n d i c a t o r  t o  use  
i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b e c a u s e  NOW g r o u p s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h o s e  
t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women.
A l s o  i t  m i g h t  h a ve  b e e n  u s e f u l  i f  an a c c u r a t e  
i n d i c a t o r  e x i s t e d  w h ic h  m e a s u r e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  " P r o -
207
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
F a m i l y "  movement i n  each s t a t e .  T h i s  movement i s  one t h a t  
t r i e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  and i s  b e s t  
e x e m p l i f i e d  by P h y l l i s  S h l a f l y  and t h e  E a g l e  Forum and t h e  
Conce rned  Women o f  A m e r i c a .  These  g ro u p s  would  be e x p e c t e d  
t o  oppose l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  ga ve  women more autonomy and  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  l i v e s .  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  t r y  and 
g e t  membership numbers f r o m  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
s u c c e s s .  An a t t e m p t  was a l s o  made t o  g e t  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  
t h e  number o f  a n t i - c h o i c e  a c t i v i s t s  i n  each  s t a t e  as  a p r o x y  
f o r  t h e  p r o - f a m i l y  c o a l i t i o n ,  t h i s  a t t e m p t  was a l s o  n o t  
s u c c e s s f u l .  A phone c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R i g h t  t o  
L i f e  c o m m it te e  p ro d u c e d  an e s t i m a t e  o f  " m i l l i o n s  o f  
m em b ers " .
I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  o b t a i n  m eas u re s  o f  o t h e r  women’ s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  a s t a t e ,  m em bersh ip  numbers on t h e  number  
o f  c h a p t e r s  i n  eac h  s t a t e ,  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  A m e r ica n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  Women (AAUW), b u t  t h e y  w ere  n o t  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  any o f  t h e  p o l i c y  m easures  i n  e x p l o r a t o r y  
b i - v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  and w e re  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
NOW f i g u r e s .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  e x a m in e  i n  more d e t a i l  
t h e  r o l e  o t h e r  s o c i a l  movement i n d i c a t o r s  p l a y  in  
d e t e r m i n i n g  s t a t e  l e v e l  s o c i a l  p o l i c y .
T ime l i m i t a t i o n s  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  a l s o  l i m i t e d  i n  
t h a t  i t  o n l y  l o o k s  a t  one s n a p s h o t  i n  t i m e - 1983 .  I t  may be 
t h a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a d o p t i o n  o f  w i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  and
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t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y .  
F o r  e x a m p le  e a r l y  p i o n e e r i n g  s t a t e s  may be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  th a n  l a t e r  a d o p t i n g  s t a t e s  w h ic h  c o u ld ,  
b e n e f i t  f ro m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  and t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  used  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  a d o p t i n g  s t a t e s .  P e rh a p s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  and p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  
a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a r l y  a d o p t e r s  and by 1983 o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
w e re  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .
S t a t e  i d i o s v n c r a c i e s . W h i l e  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  i s  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  N .H .  L e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  
n o t  a q u a l i t a t i v e  s t u d y  t h a t  c o u l d  lo o k  a t  w h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s  l e d  t o  a g i v e n  s t a t e ’ s p a r t i c u l a r  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  F or  e x a m p le ,  t h e r e  may have been key  p l a y e r s  
o r  i n f l u e n t i a l  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  who lo b b y  h a r d  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e  because  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e r e  m i g h t  a l s o  have been n o t o r i o u s  c as e s  o f  
s e v e r e  abuse and t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  women 
t h a t  l e d  t o  s t r i n g e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  i n  
C o n n e c t i c u t  T r a c y  Thurmond was s a v a g e l y  b e a t e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  p o l i c e  and a f t e r  she s u c c e s s f u l l y  sued t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  
f a i l u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  C o n n e c t i c u t  passed p o l i c e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n  New H a m p s h ire  s e v e r a l  women 
w e r e  k i l l e d  by t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  o r  f o r m e r  p a r t n e r s  w h i l e  
r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r s  w ere  i n  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  1 9 8 8 .  I n  1989 N .H .  
p a s s e d  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  m a n d a t o r y  a r r e s t  p o l i c e s  f o r  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Each s t a t e
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has i t s  own p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r y  t h a t  shapes th e  c l i m a t e  in 
which the  l e g i s l a t i o n  was passed.  T h is  q u a n t i t a t i v e  study  
cannot measure th e s e  e f f e c t s  which may in  f a c t  be more 
im p o r t a n t  in  e x p l a i n i n g  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  than the  
f a c t o r s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  model.
T h e o r e t i c a l  I m p l i c a t i o n s
T h is  r e s e a rc h  was based on a t h e o r e t i c a l  premise t h a t  
one can in  f a c t  d e ve lo p  a model to  p r e d i c t  o r  e x p l a i n  
v a r i a t i o n s  in  s o c i a l  p o l i c y .  The models used by many s t a t e  
l e v e l  r e s e a r c h e r s  (s ee  Dye o r  N ice  f o r  an example)  a re  
p r i m a r i l y  s t r u c t u r a l  models .  These models assume t h a t  
s t r u c t u r a l  components o f  s o c i e t y  a re  dominant in  d e te r m in in g  
s o c i a l  b e h a v io r  and phenomenon. One m a jor  c o n c lu s io n  o f  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h a t  t h i s  assumpt ion may be e r roneous  f o r  
w i f e  abuse p o l i c y  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and perhaps  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  
in  g e n e r a l .  W h i le  t h e  la c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  was 
f r u s t r a t i n g  a t  f i r s t ,  what i t  suggests  i s  t h a t  w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c y  i s  perhaps  more o f  a r e s u l t  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  process  
in  a s t a t e  th a n  o f  a c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .
The g e n e ra l  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  women and 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system i n d i c a t o r s  suggest  t h a t  p o l i c i e s  are  
passed because o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and groups.
Thus i f  we change t h e  a c t o r s ,  th e  outcomes cou ld  be v e ry  
d i f f e r e n t .  T h is  concept  has a p a r a l l e l  in  th e  c u r r e n t
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r e p r o d u c t i v e  r i g h t s  d e b a t e  w h e re  a c t i v i s t  g ro u p s  a r e  
f o c u s i n g  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on c h a n g i n g  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  as a way o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e i r  g o a l s .  One o f  
t h e s e  agend as  i s  even  c a l l e d  " t h e  f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  power" t o  
r e f l e c t  t h e  g oa l  o f  e l e c t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  who w i l l  s u p p o r t  
f e m i n i s t  g o a l s .
M ode ls  d e v e l o p e d  t o  e x a m in e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  
s o c i a l  p o l i c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l f a r e  p o l i c y  may n o t  be as  
u s e f u l  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  o f  a 
f u n d a m e n t a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e s e  e a r l y  m o d e ls  a r e  t o  
some e x t e n t  based on an a t m o s p h e r e  o f  a z e r o - s u m  c o n f l i c t  
o v e r  r e s o u r c e s .  Thus s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  w e r e  se e n  as  
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h ic h  l e g i s l a t i o n  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d ,  o r  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  r e s o u r c e s  a l l o c a t e d  by a  s t a t e  t o  c e r t a i n  
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  I t  may be t h a t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  on w i f e  abuse  
p o l i c y  i s  n o t  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  i t  w o u ld  assume t h a t  a l l  
s t a t e s  had l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  w h i l e  i n  some s t a t e s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  and i n  o t h e r s  i t  f a i l e d .  The model  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  may p r o v e  u s e f u l  t o  o t h e r s  t r y i n g  
j t o  a n a l y z e  p o l i c y  v a r i a t i o n  w i t h  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  may n o t  be
c o n t r o v e r s i a l , o r  w h e re  t h e r e  i s n ’ t  a z e r o - s u m  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  
s c a r c e  r e s o u r c e s .
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Implications for Social Activi sts
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  has i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p e o p l e  
w o r k in g  i n  t h e  b a t t e r e d  women’ s movement and f o r  s o c i a l  
a c t i v i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  A s t r a t e g y  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d o p t i o n  
seems t o  n e c e s s i t a t e  g r a s s  r o o t s  o r g a n i z i n g  a t  a c o u p l e  o f  
l e v e l s .  F i r s t  more women need t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  o f f i c e ,  and 
s ec o n d ,  women’ s r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  must be o r g a n i z e d  t o  
e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  and lo b b y  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e .  These  
r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h a v i n g  women i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  does 
make a d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  b a t t e r e d  women. They a r e  more l i k e l y  
t o  be p r o t e c t e d  i n  a w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f  ways i n  s t a t e s  w here  
more women a r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power .
T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  be 
i n t r o d u c e d  b e ca u s e  women a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  
and a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  them t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a g e n d a .  
G iv e n  t h e  r a t e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2 ,  i t  i s  
n o t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  women w e re  t h e m s e l v e s  
t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  a b u s e ,  o r  grew up i n  a b u s i v e  h o u s e h o ld s .
T h i s  may a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  women l e g i s l a t o r s  may be more  
e m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  b a t t e r e d  women and t h e r e f o r e  
more l i k e l y  t o  v o t e  f o r  p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  h e l p s  
them.
G r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i z i n g  t h r o u g h  groups  such as NOW w i l l  
h e l p  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  needs  o f  b a t t e r e d  women, and 
c h a p t e r s  can i n  t u r n  e d u c a t e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t ie s  a b o u t  t h e
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prob lem s f a c i n g  b a t t e r e d  women. NOW members, because  t h e y  
a r e  o r g a n i z e d  l o c a l l y  can a l s o  lo b b y  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  h e l p  im p ro v e  t h e  c l i m a t e  f o r  b a t t e r e d  
women.
I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  B a t t e r e d  Women. By 1983 many laws had 
been passed t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  w i f e  a b u s e .  The l e v e l  
o f  p r o t e c t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  b a t t e r e d  women v a r i e d  w i d e l y  by 
s t a t e .  T h i s  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  a need f o r  some c o m p r e h e n s iv e  
n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u ld  g u a r a n t e e  a minimum l e v e l  o f  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  r e s o u r c e s  and a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  a l l  women.
B a t t e r e d  women a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  i n  1983  t h a n  t h e y  w ere  i n  t h e  
1 9 7 0 ’ s in  t e r m s  o f  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  beyond t h e  
scope o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  e x a m in e  w h e t h e r  t h e  laws a r e  i n  
f a c t  e n f o r c e d .
The l i t e r a t u r e  and r e s e a r c h  on t h e  c au se s  o f  v i o l e n c e  
s u g g e s ts  t h a t  j u s t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  how ever  
may h e l p  b a t t e r e d  women, The l e g i s l a t i o n  mandates  i n  many 
case s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  have  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  h e l p  b a t t e r e d  
women, and t h a t  c o u r t s  may o r d e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i e f .  T h i s  
g i v e s  women a r e s o u r c e  t h a t  t h e y  may be a b l e  t o  use t o  
c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  By i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  
s a n c t i o n s  f o r  b a t t e r i n g ,  t h e  c o s t s  t o  t h e  b a t t e r e r  i n c r e a s e  
and t h i s  s h o u l d  a l s o  re d u c e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  
home.
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Sugge st ions  f o r  F u r t h e r  Research
These f i n d i n g s  suggest  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  re s e a rc h  needs  
to  be done on i d e n t i f y i n g  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  m ig h t  be 
a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  w i f e  abuse.  S t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  do n o t  seem 
u s e f u l  in  a n a l y z i n g  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  in  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  ty p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and may 
not  be as u s e f u l  in  a n a l y z i n g  o t h e r  ty p e s  o f  s o c i a l  p o l i c y .
Work i s  e s p e c i a l l y  needed in  i d e n t i f y i n g  and 
o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g  s o c i a l  movement i n d i c a t o r s .  T h i s  would be 
e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  response  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l  p rob lem s.  More re s e a rc h  
a ls o  needs t o  be done t o  update  and c r e a t e  new i n d i c a t o r s  o f  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  may v e r y  w e l l  be 
t h a t  the t h e o r i e s  on th e  r o l e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  in  p o l i c y  
making a r e  now o b s o l e t e  as t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  in c r e a s e s  as p a r t  o f  th e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  focus  
o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government under R ep u b l ican  l e a d e r s h i p .
S t a t e  l e v e l  p o l i t i c s  a r e  a l s o  changing as s t a t e  l e v e l  
e l e c t i o n s  become more e x p e n s iv e  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  
commit tees  become more i n f l u e n t i a l .
W h i l e  t h i s  re s e a r c h  deve loped  a model t h a t  a t te m p te d  t o  
e x p l a i n  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  re s e a rc h  i s  a l s o  needed.  T h is  
r e s e a rc h  co u ld  be used as a gu ide  f o r  an in  depth  case study  
o f  a s t a t e .  I t  a l s o  would be f r u i t f u l  t o  compare in  d e t a i l
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a s t a t e  t h a t  had v e r y  good c o m p r e h e n s iv e  w i f e  abuse  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s t a t e  t h a t  had f r a g m e n t e d  s u p e r f i c i a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  In '  d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  women’ s l o b b y i s t s ,  
and b a t t e r e d  women’ s a d v o c a t e s  w o u ld  a l s o  p r o v i d e  i n v a l u a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on w h a t  f a c t o r s  w i t h i n  a g i v e n  s t a t e  a c t u a l l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p ro p o s e d  and a d o p t e d .
More  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  a l s o  be done on t h e  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p o l i c i e s  w i t h i n  a s t a t e .  T h i s  w ould  
i n v o l v e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  e x a m in e d  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  c o r r e l a t e d  
w i t h  w i f e  a buse  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and l o o k  a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  women’ s r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  U t i l i z i n g  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  a more com plex  model o f  t h e  p o l i c y  
p r o c e s s  by p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  f e m i n i s t  c l i m a t e  i n  
a s t a t e .  T h i s  model s h o u l d  a l s o  be used t o  e x a m in e  o t h e r  
f e m i n i s t  p o l i c i e s  i n  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .
C o n c l u s i  on
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  c r e a t e d  a model t o  e x a m in e  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
s t a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  t y p e s  o f  w i f e  a b u se  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The r o l e  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  women and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  women, and f a m i l y  r e g u l a t i o n  and p r i v a c y  
i n d i c a t o r s  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  W i f e  abuse  l e g i s l a t i o n  was  
c a t e g o r i z e d  and a n a l y z e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  i n t e n t .
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L e g i s l a t i o n  t y p e s  i n c l u d e d  s o c i a l  r e g u l a t o r y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  
and d i s t r i b u t i v e .
T h is  r e s e a r c h  w en t  beyond p a s t  p o l i c y  r e s e a r c h  by 
i n t e g r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  model f e m i n i s t  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  women’ s 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  and u t i l i z i n g  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p o l i c i e s  
h y p o t h e s i z e d  t o  be c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  w i f e  a b u s e .  One o f  t h e  
m a jo r  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h a t  t h i s  more a c t i o n  
o r i e n t e d  m o d e l ,  w i t h  i t s  e m p h a s is  on l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  r o l e  
a c t u a l  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  a d v o c a t e s  p l a y  i s  more u s e f u l  i n  
a n a l y z i n g  t h e  re s p o n s e  o f  s t a t e s  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o b le m  o f  
w i f e  abuse t h a n  models  s o l e l y  composed o f  s t r u c t u r a l  
i ndi  c a t o r s .
tI
The good neus f o r  s o c i a l  a c t i v i s t s  f s  t h a t  women can  
have  an im p a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  
women in  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  r e s u l t s  i n  a b e t t e r  c l i m a t e  f o r  
b a t t e r e d  women and may a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  more l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  
im p o r t a n c e  t o  f e m i n i s t s  and women i n  g e n e r a l .  Women 
o r g a n i z e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  women and work  f o r  
s o c i a l  change t h r o u g h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such as t h e  N a t i o n a l  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  Women a l s o  seem t o  be m aking  an im p a c t  a t  
t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .
The good news f o r  b a t t e r e d  women i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  law s  now in  p l a c e  t o  a s s i s t  and p r o t e c t  them,
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  w id e  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c o v e r a g e .  Based on t h e o r i e s  o f  w i f e  a b u s e ,  t h i s  s h o u ld
2 1 6
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c r e a t e  v e r y  r e a l  changes  in  t h e i r  o p t i o n s  and in  t h e  l e v e  
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